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B ear M r. M a r t in :

I  d ro p p ed  in  to  y o u r  o f f i c e  b u t  you w ere  v e ry  b u s y , so  
th o u g h t  t h i s  l e t t e r  b e t t e r .

I h a v e  maps and c o n s id e r a b le  d a t a  on th e  S p a n ish  t r a i l s  
i n  t h i s  s o u th e r n  p a r t  o f  T e x a s . T h e re  was a  c o o r d in a te d  s e r i e s  
o f  them , and th e  c o u r s e s  th e y  fo l lo w e d  a re  i n t e r e s t i n g .  In  
v iew  o f  th e  f i n e  work you a r e  d o in g  h a v e  o f t e n  th o u g h t  you 
w ould  be  h e lp e d  i f  you c o u ld  se e  th e s e  r e c o r d s .  The o b j e c t  
o f  my c a l l  was to  s u g g e s t t h i s .

Tire c ami no r e a l  b e tw ee n  San A n to n io  and  th e  R io  G rande b e lo w  
E a g le  P a s s ,  so  o f t e n  g l o r i f i e d ,  i s  n o t ,  I  am s u r e ,  a  p r im a ry  
t r a i l  o f  t h a t  S p a n ish  e r a .  And t h i s  same c am ino r e a l , a s  
c la im e d , th r u  17ew B r a u n f e l s  to  E a c o g d o c h e s , was n o t  th e  p r im a ry  
S p a n ish  t r a i l ;  a p p a r e n t ly  i t  s l io u ld  n e v e r  be  c a l l e d  th e  cam ino 
r e a l  o r  S p a n ish  t r a i l .  I t  i s  i n s t e a d ,  th e  Old San A n to n io  Road 
o f  th e  A m erican  e r a .  The S p a n ish  t r a i l  o f  th e  S p a n ish  e r a ,  
to  n o r t h e a s t  T e x a s , fo l lo w e d  a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  and much a ..Sex  
c o u r s e .

I  do n o t  p r e te n d  t h a t  1 h a v e  th e  l a s t  w ord on t h i s  s u b j e c t  
b u t  I  h a v e  c o n s id e r a b le  i n t e r e s t i n g  in f o r m a t io n  and m aps, and 
I  b e l i e v e  y o u r  e x p e r ie n c e d  h ig h w ay  m ind w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  th e  
s t u d i e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  p r o g r e s s  and you may h a v e  good s u g g e s t io n s  
to  add to  th e s e  s t u d i e s .

VJith t h i s  l e t t e r  to  i n d i c a t e  w hat i s  in  my m in d , I  c an  phone 
you and p e rh a p s  f i n d  a  tim e  when you may n o t b e  sc  b u s y .

Tour work a s  c o m m iss io n e r i s  f i n e ;  I  arc g la d  to  p ay  t h i s  
t r i b u t e .

S i n c e r e ly ,

H a r r a l  A yres


