
.,r» Herbert Bavonpoi'bj 
Goliad, Texas*

Dear : Davenport;

Cant, 3. V. IJall gives i..o your name aa a  o a refu l h isto rian*  Ao occasion 
perm its 1 hewu, fo r  sxmy yearo, checked aid asso rted  Spanish h is to r ic a l  n a t te r .  
There ie  much oo-callod ia s t- ry  handed out th a t  is n ’t  h is to ry  a t  a ll*  For 
Instance, th o "g res t Spanish oamino re a l"  frara P resid io  do l Ido to  San Antonio 
to  ton .'jrauufals to  Iluocgdoahou c to . ,  so ratch w ritte n  about was not tho Spanish 
t r a i l  o f  i'oaas. La i-jehia was a Icoy-point fo r  th a t  t r a v e l .  Hoar r:uch Spanish 
t r a v e l  tho  i O was on t i l l s  scBcalied oaaiao r e a l  by Sew Braunfels ©to, v do nor. 
la&aw; nothing worth w hile appears in  research . That, was on Anorican P ioneer read*

'iur researches lw a  c a rr ie d  un to  F a lls  C ity q u ite  c le a rly . Apparently tho  
t r a i l  fro u  th e re  oaotword was as the enclosed imp in d ic a te s . And th e  g roa t road 
fro n  tan  Antonio southward was th ru  Laredo,, ne t P resid io  dol Dio,

1 have th e  topographical maps o f Louth Texas and ^an study and fiac p o in ts q u ite  
n ice ly  by them* The enoloscd ;.iap i s  tho  re s u lt  o f  p resen t information* ;<t 
may bo in te re s t in g  to  you* Xou -cy  bo ablo to  add some information* I f  you 
f e t l  th a t  on occasions you can help, and topographical imps o f  your a rea  w i l l  he lp , 
w i l l  eond them, o r you ;my have than* Infoxrao&lon th a t  I nay give fo r  h is to r i 
c a l study th e re , usd rood research  inform ation th a t  z can got fro n  there* noy 
lead us to  a  b e tto r  understanding o f Spanish Louth Texas*

I  foo l n b i t  oonstrainod in  w ritin g  t-Iiio lottos- to  a  s tran g er, r .  A, V, G rant, 
managing .d ito r  o f th e  2XPHBSG, t o l l s  me o f  Judge J.A*Wiito. I  an, however, 
w ritin g  you. I  have seen m ate ria l fro n  out o f f 'a liad , l ik e  much m ateria l 
th a t  goeo out o f  Son Antonio, th a t  ju s t  does not 2:oy in  w ith  apparent h is to ry .

There i s  no pressure in  th e  m atter o f  reply . Wo heap adding to  th.e can t o t a l  
o f basic  knowledge, from time to  tim e m  \n> oan. Sono day, perhaps not long now, 
v/o hope to  got a group o f r  a l  h is to r ia n s  togothor in  tho in te re s t  a r e a l  lawHloon 
on tho  Spanish Louth Texas history* .And acne o f «c hope t i  n t cut. o f  a l l  t h i s  t a i l  
about tho  3333 Centennial, the  tru e  upaniah h is to ry  and th e  tcuo -punish t r a i l s  
may bo s e t  fo r th . Vo hoar o f  sore acluool-ohild h is to r ic a l  pageants arc! th in g s 
lik o  th a t  fo r  a  cen tenn ia l c e leb ra tio n , ai d hour th e  question "Goliod should bo 
included but wo d o n 't  know haw," and nevor hoar o f  Laredo ye t th a t  v/no cui Iilo to rio  
gateway. There th in g s to e  highway depart-, ont ocai bo led  to  do, and tilings 
tan  /ntonio  can be lod to  do, but tho whole h is to ry  o f  tlia t Spanish ora  must bo 
dug out. Goliad was tho  seaport fo r  tar. Antonio; tho  ofily seaport th ey  could 
work ou t, l  l a  invloveo more than  people ro a lico .

Sinoerely ,
(P resid en t old Spanish T ra il)

Au£U3'b Gj, 19-GG


