
March 31, 1982

Dear D ave ,-
I  have your l e t t e r  o f  th e  2 7 th .  L e t  me aay f i r s t  t h i s :  I

have th e  sane f r i e n d l y  b e l i e f  in  th e  work you do and can do t h a t  
I  always have had . You know how much t h a t  has  b een .  My 
a t t i t u d e  i s  n o t  changed; I  would l i k e  to  see  you go on w i th  th e  
OST work jU 3 t  as  you and I  have p la n n e d .  My i n c l i n a t i o n  has  
n o t  been to  ch a rg e  you w i th  any o f  th e  f a l l -d o w n s  in  t h a t  o f f i c e  
o r  w ith  t h a t  f o r  which I  h o ld  Dr. Jo h n s to n  respo n s ib 3 .e . But 
I  c o u ld n ’t  g e t  any word o u t  o f  you and I  co u ld n ’ t  he s u r e .  And 
th e  c o n d i t io n s  over  t h e r e  added a  h a rd  lo a d  'bo ay back w h ile  l  
was l i f t i n g  th e  lo a d  I  was o ver  h e r e .  I  h av en ’t  wanted you 
to  do th i n g s  t h a t  would e a h a ra s s  you -.Tith t h e  " P r e s id e n t"  w hile  
I  an away, b u t  I  have wanted to  know where y o us tood ,  and when you 
d i d n ’t  r e p ly  i t  gave me a  wrong im p re s s io n .  The sane f r i e n d s h i p  
and r e g a r d  1 have alw ays g iv en  you i s  s t i l l  y o u r s .

How a s  to  f i n a n c e s .  I  can t a k e  c a re  o f  Percy  T y r r e l l  and th e  
Alamo p t g .  Hot on ly  t h a t ,  Dave, b u t  th e  v;hole o r g a n i s a t i o n  can 
be p u t  on easy  s t r e e t  i f  I  c an  s t a y  o u t  among t h e  p eo p le  f o r  awhile 
and have th i n g s  go p r o p e r ly  o v e r  t h e r e .  But I  w i l l  n o t  p u t  money 
i n  Dr, J o h n s to n ’s hands w hile  iie i s  a c t i n g  a s  he i s .  You once 
w rote  th e  p eo p le  down B ro w n sv il le  way swore by me. W ell ,  iiay 
a r e  d o ing  j u s t  t h a t  o ver  h e re  now. The p a p e rs  a r e  f u l l .  1 
have n o t  a t te m p te d  to  send you c l i p p i n g s .  E d i t o r i a l s  a r e  numerous. 
Every o r g a n i s a t i o n  h e re  i s  s m i l in g ly  a t  oy b ack .  Money comes e a s i l y ,  
and i t  w i l l  come f o r  th e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i f  t h i n g s  th e r e  
a r e  r e s t o r e d  to  t h e i r  p ro p e r  s t a t u s .  Ana I  w i l l  soon be th e r e  
now.

Hot on ly  t h i s ,  b u t  c a l l s  a r e  coming to  me froa  o th e r  s e c t io n s  
to  come and h e lp .  The news o f  t h i s  work h e re  has s p re a d .  Moreover 
th o se  d e l e g a t e s  have gone home t h r i l l e d  w i th  th o se  m ee t in g s .  I  
a t  e n c lo s in g  th e  F a i r  hope p a p e r ,  th e  peop le  v7ho have been f i g h t in g  
me because  I  took th e  T r a i l  from them and gave i t  to  Daphne, and  
th e  peop le  who c a te  to  Mobile and made a  f u s s  t h a t  f i r s t  M orning. But 
they went hack and p u b l i s h e d  th e  en c lo sed  s t o r y .

How we have word th e  b r id g e  e n g in e e r in g  r o r c s  w i l l  bo h e re  in  
two weeks. Tne s t a t e  en g in ee r  has  dona a l l  he cou ld  i n  a  gen tlem anly  
way to  oppose t h i s  b r id g e  p r o j e c t .  This  town has found i t s e l f .

S in o a re ly


