
S an ta  Cruz V a lle y  s o u th  o f  Tucson and t h a t  sp le n d id  group o f  m iss io a  
o f  th e  N o g a les--T u cso n  d i s t r i c t  f o l l o wed. M issio n  e f f o r t s  from  
t h a t  so n t w ere ex ten d e d  down th e  G ila  D iv e r to  Yuma. Thru
more th a n  two c e n tu r ie s  m is s io n  works and e x p lo r a t io n s  th re a d e d  
th e  co u n try  from  F lo r id a  to  C a l i f o r n ia

In  1699 th e  F ren ch  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  V a lle y  hy 
s e t t le m e n t  a t  B ilo x i on th e  G u lf o f Mexico and s p l i t  th e  S p an ish  
dom inion in  two.- In  1718 th e  F ren ch  s e t t l e d  New O rle a n s ; th e  
same y e a r  th e  S p an ish  s e t t l e d  San A n to n io . In  1762 S p a in  a c q u ire d  
th e  L o u is ia n a  t e r r i t o r y  by t r e a t y  and to o k  p o s s e s s io n  in  1769 and 
a g a in  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  South  and V /est. The same y e a r ,  1769, th e  
o c c u p a tio n  o f  C a l i f o r n ia  began  w ith  th e  m is s io n  a t  San D iego .
Then fo llo w ed  th a t  rem arkab le  c h a in  of. m iss io n s  • th e  "Pacific  
C o a s t, m is s io n s  no more rem arkab le  how ever th a n  tnone  so u th  o f 
'■’u c so n , A rizo n a  .void th o s e  around  Dan A n to n io , T exas, In  1776 
Dan F ra n c is c o  was s e t t l e d  by o v e rlan d  m arch from  th e  Tucson d i s t r i c t  
and down th e  G ila  t r a i l .  Then th e  t h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  wore f i g h t i n g  
f o r  independence  S p a in  governed  em p ires s o u th  and w est and. was 
p e a c e fu l ly  b u i ld in g  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  m is s io n s .

F lo r id a  was S p an ish  u n t i l  1821 ex cep t f o r  an  E n g lish  p e r io d  
1 7 6 3 — 1783. S p a in  so ld  Ud L o u is ia n a  back  to  F ran ce  in  1800;
N apoleon s o ld  to  th e  II.S . in  1803. Texas won iudGoeiulenee in  1836. 
and became th e  2 o p u b lic  o f  T exas; Texas annexed w ith  th e  U .S. in  
1845. The M exican "Per v/»s 1846-47- Mew M ex ico --A riz  out,— 
S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a  t e r r i t o r y  was ceded by M exico in  1848- The 
Gadsden P u rch ase  o f  rem ain in g  c a r te  eonD ieted  th e  so u th e rn  boundary  
in  1863.

The F iv e  G rea t Mis s i  on C e n te rs

F ive  m iss io n  and c o lo n iz a t io n  s m is to a  d i s t r i c t s  were e x te n s iv e ly  
dev e lo p ed  w ith in  th e  2n±fer±8£sfcfcBs: p re s e n t  U nited S ta te s  —  S t ,  Augus
t i n e  and n o r th e rn  F lo r id a .; The L ie Grando V a lle y , S a n ta  Fa to  Ml :?aso 
San A nton io  and s o u th e a s te r n  T exas; th e  S a n ta  Cruz V a lley  i n  Mexico 
and ' th r u  N ogales Tucson; San D iego and th e  C a l i f o r n ia  
C o a s t. C hains o f  m iss io n s  and s e t t le m e n ts  n o rth w ard  th r u  Mexico 
m a in ta in s  \ the com m unications w ith  th e s e  f r o n t i e r s .  In  th o s e  la n d s  
th e  p ad re s  sough t r i c h e s  to  la y  up in  heaven and th e  c o n q u is ta d o ro s  
sougin? r i c h e s  f o r  p e rs o n a l g lo r y  and o f te n  found d i s a s t e r  f o r  t h e i r  
v a in  b u t ro m an tic  s e a rc h . Now a  new ra c e  i s  f in d in g  r ic h e s  in  th e  
c r u c ib le s  o f  in d u s tr y .

The Old Mr a i l s

From Mexico n o rth w a rd , l i k e  th e  r i b s  o f a  f a n ,  t r a i l s  deve loped  
in to  Camino R ea ls  (K in g 's  Highways) o f  th e  S p a n ia rd s ; one n o r th 
eas tw ard  th r u  Dan A n to n io , th e n  to  Hacogdoohas and N a tc h ito c h e s  and 
on to  M obile and ’’c n sa c o la  and to  S t .  j iu g u s tin o ; one th r u  Ml Faso 
to  S a n ta  Fe and th e  Now Mexico t e r r i t o r y ;  one th r u  N ogales and up th e  
S an ta  Cruz V a lle y  to  Tucson and th e  A rizo n a  t o r r l t o iy . ,  and w estw ard  
th r u  Yuma to  San D iego and C a l i f o r n i a .  Up th e  C a l i f o r n i a  C oast 

i s  th e  Camino P.oal o f  C a l i f o r n i a  song and s to r y  w here th o s e  tw eny-


