
The more I  become a cq u a in te d  w i t h  th e  h is t o i c a l  
background o f  th e  o th e r  o ld  c i t i e s  from  F lo r id a  
t o  C a l i f o r n ia  th e  more I  r e a l iz e  th e  San A n to n io  
works were by f a r  th e  most n o ta b le  and th e  o ld  
h is t o r y  h e re  th e  most" i n t e r e s t in g . . . .y e t th e  
s to r y  o f  San A n to n io  is  th e  le a s t  t o ld  o f  a l l —  
and th e  s to r y  as t o l d  i s  the  m ost confUsed and 
in a c c u r a te .
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I  b e l ie v e  th e s e  in a c c u ra c ie s  a re  c h ie f l y  due 
t o  th e  f a c t  th e  r e a l  s to r y  h e re  has never been 
g a th e re d  to g e th e r  i n  compact " te x tb o o k "  fo rm  
and w r i t e r s  and p u b lis h e rs  d o .n o t know what 
t o  w r i t e  and p u b l is h .
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The r e a l  s to r y  is  f a r  more in t e r e s t in g  th a n  
th e  commonplaces th a t  a re  so c o n s ta n t ly  t o ld  
and r e - t o l d .  But i n  c o n s id e r in g  th e  whole 
s to r y  a number o f  in d iv id u a ls  a re  in v o lv e d  
and no one in d iv id u a l  h a s , as y e t ,  f e l t  war­
ra n te d  i n  spend ing  th e  tim e  and money to  g e t 
th e  co m p le te  s to r y  to g e th e r .  When some o f  
th e se  in d iv id u a ls  d ie ,  v a lu a b le  in fo rm a t io n  
w i l l  d ie  w ith  them
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For in s ta n c e ,  th e  m is s io n  s to r y  is  f a r  more 
in t e r e s t in g  th a n  th e  p ic tu r e s  o f  a church  
e d i f i c e  show, o r an unproved legend  th a t  is  
re p e a te d  abo u t a v / in d o w - in d ic a te s  . A book 
now s h o u ld  be b r i e f  and s im p le  in  s t r u c tu r e  
b u t s h o u ld  embrace th e  whole b ig ,  b ro a d , in ­
te r e s t in g  s to r y  o f  th e  most u n u s u a l c o lo n iz in g
w orks in  th e  h is t o r y  o f  th e  w o r ld ..........and
San A n to n io  was one o f  th e  ynusua l_andL a c t iv e  
c e n te rs  i n  th e  New W orld  anil th e  most e x te n ­
s iv e ly  deve loped  c e n te r  i n  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

* * *
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