
Increased  production  h as, in  every c a se , fo llow ed  road d eve lop 

ment a lon g  proper l i n e s .  This has been c le a r ly  dem onstrated in  a l l  p a r ts  

o f the cou n try , and I would r e s p e c t fu lly  r e fe r  any one w ish in g  to  secure  

a u th en tic  data a long th is  l in e  to  B u lle t in  Ho. 393, is su e d  by the United  

S ta te s  Department of A gricu ltu re  from th e O ffice  o f  P ublic Reads and Rural 

E n gin eerin g . This b u l le t in  i s  e n t i t le d  "Economic Surveys o f  County High

way Improvement." The in trod u ctory  paragraph s t a te s  th a t ," I n  order to  ob

ta in  d ir e c t  inform ation  as to  th e  b e n e f i t s  and burdens imposed upon commu

n i t i e s  through the co n stru c tio n  o f system s o f improved ro a d s, i t  was de

cided  in  1909 by the Offic e o f  Public Roads to  make a s e r ie s  o f  exh au stive  

s tu d ie s  in  s e le c te d  c o u n tie s . These s tu d ie s  were designed  to  cover a pe

r io d  o f  approxim ately f iv e  y e a r s , or a s u f f i c i e n t  period  to  show the road 

improvement from i t s  onception  u n t i l  such tim e as the f u l l  measure o f  i t s  

u se fu ln e ss  could be dem onstrated."  Every one in te r e s te d  in  th e  su b jec t  

should secure a copy o f  th is  b u l le t in  and read i t  from cover to cover . I t  

i s  in te n s e ly  in t e r e s t in g ,  and the in form ation  conta ined  th ere in  should be 

o f va lue to  every community in  the U nited S ta te s  engaged in  or contem plat

in g  engaging in  road improvement. ^ R1!RARING F0R TH£ future /

In p lann ing  improvements a lon g  the l in e  o f  the Old Spanish T r a il ,  

or any other highway su b jec t to  s im ila r  c o n d it io n s , we must provide for  a 

w eight o f t r a f f i c  unknown in  the p a s t . The heavy f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  and ar-> 

mored tru ck s o f  war, as w e ll as the commercial f r e ig h t  h a iilin g  tr u ck s , 

used both in  tim es o f war and p eace , g iv e  a w h eel-load  th a t th e  roads o f  

y esterd a y  and many o f th e  roads o f to -d ay  cannot support.

Local c o n d it io n s  w i l l ,  to  a la rg e  e x te n t , co n tro l the s e le c t io n  

o f the b e s t  type o f su rface  to  w ithstand  th is  heavy t r a f f i c ,  but the need 

o f an adequate base fo r  a l l  su rfaced  roads w i l l  be common to  whatever type  

inay be s e le c t e d ,  and I would urge th a t t h i s  p o in t be c a r e fu l ly  considered  

in  a l l  new co n str u c tio n .
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