
H a r ra l  A y re s , te n  ye a rs  M anaging D ir e c to r ,  now P re s id e n t ,  was d e c o ra te d  by  Don 
Pab lo  de U b a r r i in  th e  none o f  th e  K ing  o f  S p a in  w i t h  th e  Cross o f  a K n ig h t Command
e r  o f  th e  R oya l O rder o f  Is a b e l la  C a to l ic a  o f  S p a in , a t  a d ip lo m a t ic  ceremony a t  
San A n to n io , Texas,

The modern h ighw ay has c o s t t o  d a te  (1 S 3 2 ), in c lu d in g  funds in  hand f o r  p re s e n t 
w o rk , o v e r  § 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . Com plete p a v in g  a c ross  th e  c o n t in e n t i s  c lo s e  t o  c o m p le tio n  
A l l  b r id g e s  a re  com ple ted  e xcep t tw o i n  L o u is ia n a , th e  M is s is s ip p i  .R iv e r and B e rw ic k  
Bay; b o th  o f  th e s e  a re  under c o n s t ru c t io n ,
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EUR TRADING AND MINES The F rench  deve loped  th e  r ic h e s  o f  f u r - t r a d in g ,  p la n t in g  
t h e i r  t r a d in g  p o s ts  on th e  r i v e r s .  O verland  t r a i l s  d eve loped  t o  connect them . The 
S pan ia rds  g a th e re d  r ic h e s  fro m  th e  m ines o f  M exico  and th e  S ou thw est. They d e v e lo p - 
•the m is s io n s  in  th e  West as a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  b e n e v o le n t p o l i c y  f o r  u p l i f t i n g  th e  
n a t iv e s  and d e v e lo p in g  th e  c o u n try .  B u t when S p a in  to o k  p o sse ss io n  o f  Old L o u is ia n a  
she f e l l  in  s te p  w i t h  F re n ch  t r a d in g  w orks  in  p re fe re n c e  t o  b u i ld in g  m is s io n  e s ta b 
lish m e n ts  th e re .
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PIONEER PATHS Many t r a i l s  deve lo pe d  in  th e  p re s e n t L o u is ia n a  fro m  New O rleans 
t o  th e  F rench  t r a d in g  p o s ts .  In  Texas, t r a i l s  deve loped  fro m  San A n to n io  t o  th e  
Texas and L o u is ia n a  s e t t l e m e n t s . a n d  fro m  San A n to n io  n o rth w e s tw a rd  t o  S an ta  Fe^ 
th e  S p a n ish  c a p i t a l  i n  n o r th e rn  New M e x ic o ,. . . .a n d  w estw a rd  between San A n to n io  and 
S I P a s o , , . . .a n d  between San A n to n io  and C h ihuahua, M exico  b y  a roundabou t ro u te  th r u  
West Texas, f o r  c a r r y in g  s u p p lie s  t o  t h a t  r i c h  M exican  m in in g  S ta te  and! b r in g in g  th e  
w e a lth  o f  th e  n in e s  t o  San A n to n io  and th e  c o a s t f o r  sh ip m e n t. N o rthw a rd , a 
S pan ish  t r a i l  t h r u  U tah conn e c te d  th e  C a l i f o r n ia  m is s io n s  and San ta  FeJ New M ex ico ,
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LA FLORIDA The w ho le  s o u th e a s te rn  t e r r i t o r y  in c lu d in g  O ld L o u is ia n a  v/as th e  
S pan ish  c o u n try  o f  La F lo r id a . S p a in  f a i le d  i n  im p o rta n t-  deve lopm ent th e re  a lth o  
she s e n t t o  La F lo r ic la  some o f  th e  s tro n g e s t e x p e d it io n s  in  New W orld  h is t o r y - — 
names l i k e  Ponce de Loon, A y l ld n ,  N arvaez, De S o to , Luna y  A re lla n o ,  Menendez, and 
o th e rs  are  n o te d  i n  s o u th e a s te rn  s to r y .  That, v/as a c o u n try  o f  p o w e r fu l and p a r t l y  
c iv i l i z e d '  In d ia n  t r i b e s .  The e a r ly  S pa n ia rds  abused th e  In d ia n s  and th e  n a t iv e s  
re p a id  by  d e fe a t in g  S p a n ish  a tte m p ts  a t c o lo n iz a t io n  and d eve lopm en t. I t  was a 
c o u n try  S p a n ia rds  w ou ld  have lo v e d . The f in e  h a rb o rs  a lo n g  th e  G u lf  o f  M exico and! 
th e  A t la n t ic -  C oast o f fe r e d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  im p o r ta n t c i t i e s ,  s h ip b u ild in g  and 
commerce. The in la n d  c o u n t ry  was i n v i t i n g  f o r  th e  gay l i f e  o f  th e  S p a n ish  p e o p le . 
The c l im a te ,  th e  h i l l s ,  f o r e s t s ,  r i v e r s  and bays were o f te n  com plim en ted . I t  was 
n e a r th e  S p a n ish  home-lands. There  were no m in e ra ls  t o  m ine f o r  w e a lth  b u t f u r  
t r a d in g  was a so u rce  o f  r ic h e s .  The g re a t h a c ie n d a s , th e  he rd s  o f  l iv e s to c k ,  a g r i 
c u l t u r e ,  o rc h a rd s , and o th e r  deve lopm ents so common in  o th e r  S p a n ish  p ro v in c e s  
w ou ld  have f lo u r is h e d  in  La F lo r id a .  S a in t  A u g u s tin e  was t h e i r  o n ly  im p o r ta n t 
s e t t le m e n t .  M is s io n  w orks  sp read  n o rth w a rd  and w es tw a rd  fro m  S a in t A u g u s tin e .
S tone d id  n o t e x is t  f o r  such m a je s t ic  churches as in  Texas, M exico  and th e  W est, and 
few  r e l i c s  re m a in . On th e  A t l a n t i c  Seaboard one o r tv/o  m in o r  ty p e  m is s io n s  o f  
o y s te r  s h e l l  cement w ere  b u i l t .

Tv/o c e n tu r ie s  passed b e fo re  th e  F re n ch  same t o  t h i s  G u lf ' c o u n try .  The oppres
s io n s  o f  th e  e a r ly  S p a n ish  e x p lo re rs  and th e  a roused  v a lo r  o f  th e  In d ia n s  changed 
th e  course  o f  an e m p ire . The F rench  fo u n d  r ic h e s  in  f u r  t r a d in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  
M is s is s ip p i  V a lle y ,  and up th e  M o b ile  R iv e r  and o th e r  c e n t r a l  w aterw ays and t h e i r  
a f f lu e n t s .  The F rench  J e s u its  o f  Canada were t h e i r  m is s io n  w o rk e rs . The v a s t 
M is s is s ip p i  V a lle y  became F rench  in s te a d  o f  S pan ish  and th e  F lo r id a  t e r r i t o r y  a w a it
ed th e  A n g lo -A m e rica n  co nq u e s t.
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CALIFORNIA S pa in  was la t e  i n  g e t t in g  h e r s ta n d a rd s  p la n te d  i n  C a l i f o r n ia .  
P a c i f ic  w inds and s to rm s were p e r s is to n t  o b s ta c le s  t o  th e  l i t t l o  s a i l i n g  s h ip s . The 
d e s e r t  lands o f  th e  S outhw est p re v e n te d  o v e r la n d  approach. Poor l i v i n g  c o n d it io n ;-  
in  C a l i f o r n ia  c o u ld  n o t save th e  in t r e p id  men t h a t  d id  re ach  th a t  c o u n try  fro m  th e  
s c u rv y  and sic lcness t h a t  s ta lk e d  w i t h  them . The R e v o lu t io n a ry  War v/as c lo s e  on th e  
A t la n t i c  Seaboard when S pa in  a t  lo s t  in  176? s a fe ly  e s ta b lis h e d  on th e  w e s te rn  
c o a s t. They d id  n o t f i n d  th e  g o ld  o f  t h a t  c o u n try  b u t th e y  d id  b r in g  in ,  o ve r lo n g  
and fearsom e t r a i l s ,  l iv e s to c k ,  seeds and shrubs and tra n s fo rm e d  i t  in t o  a la n d  o f ' 
g reen  f i e ld s  and hac iendas a l i v e  w i t h  v a s t herds o f  l iv e s to c k .  M is s io n s  and homes 
d isp e n sed  open-handed h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  th e  w a y fa re r .  The In d ia n  t r i b e s  o f  C a l i f o r 
n ia  v/ere weak. S p a n ish  g en ius  f o r  developm ent had r e la t i v e l y  u n in te r ru p te d  oppor
t u n i t y .  T h e ir  ach ievem ents  d u r in g  t h a t  h a l f  c e n tu ry  i n  C a l i f o r n ia  a re  among th e  
m arve ls  o f  p io n e e r in g . S panish  power i n  C a l i f o r n ia  c rum bled  when M exico  a ch ie ve d  
h e r independence.


