
For another th in g , th e  Old Spanish 2 ra .il has been routed through  
to C a lifo r n ia , a s  you know, cine© 1913, an.; i s  narked through  
to  C a lifo r n ia , and 1 would not suppose any one would sow 
r a is e  tho q u estio n  o f  the r e c o g n it io n  o f  the Old ope.nlch T ra il  
in  th a t s e c t io n .  ./e have over two thousand m iles  o f  .Marked 
tru n k lin es  and to u r is t  ro u tes  and in  another year w i l l  have 
four thousand mi lor.. I t  i s  develop in g  an im portance w ithout 
a p a r a l l e l ,  I b e l ie v e ,  among the n a tio n a l highw ays.

e have alw ays recognized  the ankhcad highway thru th e r e ,  
onator Bankhead i s  th e  F ather o f  n a tio n a l highw aysi But a

p o lic y  o f  encouraging many highways a s r e p r e se n t in g 'but one route  
can soon so d e tr a c t  from th e  in d iv id u a l i ty  and d is t in c t io n  
o f  any o f  then a s  to  render se r v ic e  and a d m in istra tio n  alm ost 
w o r th le s s . -e have a lon g  the Old Spanish f r a i l  eastward  
but one name, one a d m in is tr a tio n , one marking — in  t h i s  way 
the p eop le  are b u ild in g  up a se r v ic e a b le  a d m in istra tion  and toorlr.,1 
are beginn ing  to reco g n ise  th a t  suah/b. h igh, ay  i s  b u ild in g  from 
th e  A t la n t ic  to  the h a o i f io .  k ith  tr.ese thoughts in  mind, i t  
occurs to  me th a t i f  you and otho^ Sziaono. fr ie n d s  could be 
p resen t a t  t h i s  Texas-Encampment : t  wcN^d h elp  a l l  o f  us to  
g e t  a c le a r  in s ig h t  in to  \/h n t^ ^ \g o in g  von-and the p o l i c ie s  
we should a l l  agree upon, lokmjy the w est Texas peop le would 
love to have you p r e se n t . v - / y

Yon ’.1 1 1  rom em bor^S^cnt^oa. la  t  week a. rough copy o f  
a d e c la r a t io n  then in  ftpocows o f  form ation . I am now e n c lo s in g  
a copy in  the langoa.ge\^rm M y aggoed upon. All the enators  
and'Congressmen rsZzZxo n ig ing. t h i s  d e c la r a t io n , Mince
ay ta lk  w ith  Ycns«W5r -fnhurst 1 have ta lk ed  w ith  s e v e r a l o f  the 

c c te r n  Oongroc-ffcn a f t  I fin d  they-' are a l l  somewhat confused  
by reason  o f  the\Skjifeythat tho prom oters o. the Lee highway 
hove been seekiJig r e c o g n it io n  fo r  most o f  t h i s  route w est o f  
FI ia a o . This lea d s to  th e  thought ih a t th i s  route i s  w ithout 
any in d iv id u a l i ty  but is. tho p la y th in g  o f  any promoter who 
might come a lo n g . •The in d iv id u a l i ty  o f  the high, ay can be 
m aintained i f  r e s t r ic t e d  to  the Old Spanish T ra il and Bankhead.

Avery one reco g n iz e s  the fa c t  th a t the autom obile trav
e le r  w i l l  seek  the :: bn thorn playground s a t  the n earest p o in t , 
then flow  eastward or westward on the GST. F lor id a  and C a lifo r 
n ia , w ith  a l l  th e ir  f in e  a t t r a c t io n s  i l l  then be in  com peti
t io n  W ith  the midland se c t io n s  and Old Mexico, s e c t io n s  ju s t  as 
in v i t in g  and newer and more a c c e s s ib le .  Th< peop le o f  those  
midland s e c t io n s  arc v ery  in d u s tr io u s ly  b u ild in g  to  ga th er  and 
hold t h i s  t r a f f i c .  The F lpoida Menators and Congressmen arc 
.joining in  th is  d e c la r a t io n  fo r  they rocogn ise  th a t  tr a v e l w i l l  
d riv e  s t r a ig h t  southward when the numerous North and oath h igh 
ways are com pleted. In my judgment i t  i s  to  the advantage o f  
A rizona to  h elp  bu ild  up the p r e s t ig e  o f  tho Old .’ja n ish  T ra il 
a s  a highway reach ing from sea  to s e a .

1 know th i s  i s  your id  a hence the frankness o f th is  
l e t t e r .  I s h a l l  be so rry  i  i  have to  leave  ash ington  w ithout 
the support o f  tho ..cotern  ' c» voecntufcivco, but i f  th is  must be, 
my answer i .  th in  in v i ta t io n  I am r in g  you, an in v i ta t io n  I


