
XVI

INDIANS VJEM AND STRONG W h ile  th e  In d ia n s  rem ained  m aste rs  in  La F lo r id a  and 
y ie ld e d  in  C a l i f o r n ia  th e y  v a r ie d  fro m  weakness t o  s t re n g th  in  Texas and th e  S o u th - 
.'•esto Apaches and Comanches, mounted on th e  horses  in t ro d u c e d  b y  th e  S p a n ia rd s , b e - 
. \me mounted t e r r o r s  t h a t  h e ld  sway u n t i l  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  re c e n t ye a rs *  B u t S pa in  was 

• a f e ly  e n tre nch e d  in  M exico  and she s t e a d i l y  p resse d  h e r conquests n o rth w a rd  fro m  
M exican bases. They were s e t t l i n g  i n  New M exico  b y  1 5 9 8 . . . , . in  th e  E l  Paso V a lle y  
-oy 1 6 5 9 ,0 .  . i n  s o u th e rn  A r iz o n a  by 1 6 9 2 . . . . .  i n  E a s t Texas b y  1690 and S ou th  Texas b y  
■J715, S p a in ’ s p ro g re s s  was s te a d y  a f t e r  th o s e  y e a rs .

X V II

A BOCK OF ANCIENT HISTORY The O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  r e f l e c t s  th e  o ld e s t h is t o r y  in  
. _yj U n ite d  S ta te s , W ith  i t s  a s s o c ia te d  eamino re a ls  i n  t h i s  s o u th e rn  b o rd e r la n d  
c o u n try  a book o f  h is t o r y  i s  opened t o  th e  t r a v e le r  o f  an e ra  o f  h e ro ic  w orks t h a t  
--ere o ld  when th e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  was b e in g  fo u g h t .  I t  spans th e  c o n t in e n t t h r u  
•.he m ost v a r ie d ,  u n u s u a l and in t e r e s t in g  scenes o f  any c o n t in e n ta l  h ighw ay. The 
San ta  F e 'T r a i l  fro m  S t ,  L o u is  t o  S an ta  F e 'd a te s  fro m  th e  1820s. The Old Oregon 
T r a i l  fro m  S t .  L o u is  t o  th e  N orthw e s t i s  an e p ic  o f  th e  covered  wagon p e r io d  o f  th e  
1850s. B o th  a re  im pressed  upon p re s e n t-d a y  co nsc io u sne ss  because t h e i r  dynam ic 
p io n e e r in g  even ts  are  o f  th e  A n g lo -A m e rica n  E ra  and r e l a t i v e l y  re c e n t .  One must 
lo o k  back in t o  th e  d im  p a s t f o r  th e  t r a g e d y , dram a, courage and accom plishm ents o f 
th o s e  peop le  t h a t  s e n t Columbus o f f  i n t o  th e  Sea o f  Darkness t o  f a l l ,  p e rh a p s , over 
th o  edge o f  th e  w o r ld ,  and who fo l lo w e d  h im  so soon a f t e r  in  u nco n q ue ra b le  numbers t o  
d e ve lo p  c o n t in e n ts  g re a te r  th a n  th e  w ho le  w o r ld  th e y  had h i t h e r t o  known.
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CRUSADERS OLD AND MODERN C o n q u is ta d o ro s , a d v e n tu re rs ,  e x p lo r e r s ,  a d m in is t r a to r s ,  
and th e  b e n ig n  pad res  b ra v e d  h a rd s h ip s  and p e r i l s  and b la z e d  th e  t r a i l s  i n  p io n e e r  
c e n tu r ie s  p a s t .  C rusade rs  o f  th e  p re s e n t day re a re d  m ig h ty  b r id g e s  and b u i l t  r i b 
bons o f  pavement t h a t  th e  c o n t in e n t  in  t h i s  s o u th e rn  b o rd e r la n d  c o u n try  m ig h t be 
spanned. M odern -day e x p lo re rs  now t r a v e l  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  i n  c o m fo r t and a 
new c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  r e a r in g  i t s  w orks and c u ltu r e  amid th e  w orks and c u ltu r e  o f  Old 
S p a in  and Old F ra n ce ,

* * #  sje *  *  #  *

A condensed h is t o r y  o f  th e  S p a n is h  O ccu p a tion  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  U n ite d  S ta te s  w i l l  
be fo u n d  in  "The S p a n ish  B o rd e r la n d s "  (1921 ) b y  H e rb e r t S. B o lto n  (T e x tb o o k  S d it io n -  
Y a le  U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s , New Haven, C o n n .) . The B ib l io g r a p h ic a l  N ote in  t h i s  book is  
an e x c e l le n t  g u id e  t o  f u r t h e r  re a d in g  o r  re s e a rc h .
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