
M IS S IO N  SA N  X A V IE R  D E L  BA C  N E A R  T U C SO N
M issio n  San X a v ie r  d e l B ac , 9 m i. sm ith  o f  T u cso n , a p p a r 

e n t ly  fo u n d e d  1C92 or  1700. T h e s tru ctu r e  is  one o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
o f  th e  m is s io n s ;  th e  d a te  o f  e rection  is  n o t  k n o w n . I t  la id  In 
r u in s  for  CO y e a r s , n o w  r esto re d . A n  im p r e s s iv e  p ic tu r e  o u t  o f
th e  d e se r t . i

highw ay construction are p ro u d  th a t  th e  soul of the  
crusaders is not dead.

T w o illustrations, one from  C aliforn ia  an d  one from  
F lo rida, will show the en thusiasm s of th e  early  efforts, 
and  of the  pluck w ith  which the g roups fought th e ir  
battles when they  found th a t  en thusiasm  alone was 
n o t sufficient.

One of the first “ triu m p h s” was ce leb rated  in F lo ri
d a  with bands and  barbecue w hen $55,000 was go tten  
together for a vita l bridge. T h a t  bridge, over th e  
Apalachicola R iver, was not opened un til m an y  years 
late r, and  then  th e  cost stood  a t over $800,000. In  
passing  let me say  th a t  m any  easte rn  bridges and 
causew ays were “ financed” early  for sum s th a t  th en  
seem ed fabulous, and  w ere com pleted  five to  seven 
years later a t  costs th a t ran  in to  m illions.

San D iego had those sand  hills and  the M o u n ta in  
Springs tra il. W hen San D iegans carried  lu m b er to  
those sand  hills and  bu ilt th a t  p lank  road  back  in the 
early  days they  too w ere w elding en thusiasm s and  
pluck in to  a sp irit th a t  could no t be defea ted . So also 
when they  passed the h a t in San D iego to  b las t a tra il 
th rough  g ran ite  m oun tains, and  again  to  help build  
east of Y um a, Arizona. T h ey  kep t the  w ay open and  
held fas t un til th e ir  prim itive tra ils  w ere pav ed  by  
skilled engineers and  an  open  co rridor perm an en tly  
laid  to San Diego’s doors.

I t  was this crusad ing  sp ir it in  a half of the  counties 
across the continent th a t  has now  opened th is a u to 
m obile a rte ry  a long th e  tra ils  and  th rough  the lands 
of the  Spanish crusaders of p a s t centuries.

M ay  I  say th a t  C alifo rn ia  leaders need now  to  j
w atch lest the leaders in th e  E a s t  who have opened 
the new w orld aro u n d  th e  G ulf of M exico and  dow n

into  Old M exico do  no t com m and and  hold the travel 
stream  th a t  now is heading  th a t  way.

I am  not one of the pioneers of this O ld Spanish 
T ra il. I  d id  n o t come in to  it un til 1919. Those 
pioneers a lready  glow w ith  pride as they  contem plate 
the  fru its  of th e ir  hardships and  struggles. I believe 
there  has been behind  this Old Spanish T ra il  some
th ing  of th a t  om nipotence th a t a t tim es raises up men 
and  drives them  to conquer and  achieve.

T w o-th irds  the  d rainage w ater of the U nited  States 
crosses Old Spanish T ra il  country . B ridging these 
rivers and  basins has been a m ighty  task . In  the 
W est a re  vast ranches, deserts and  m ountains and  few 
people. Y et the highw ay was bu ilt by  a pioneer people 
across this con tinen t despite obstacles and  cost. A 
people th a t  can do  th a t  are  a people to  tie to  for fu tu re  
achievem ent. T h is  Old Spanish T ra il country  will 
becom e the g rea test frontier of the A m erican N ation .

N o t alone do  these construction  achievem ents m ake 
one rev eren t of the  conquering sp irit of m en b u t some 
prescience guided those m en in the E a s t when they  
called their d ream  child the “Old Spanish  T ra il .” F rom  
m any N ations come letters th a t  show the spell the 
nam e carries— from  studen ts, w riters, ed itors, lib rar
ians, lecturers and  publicists. A nd from  travelers we 
h ear of the  sam e spell. As we develop the old h istory 
we are continually  im pressed  w ith  the tru th  of the 
nam e. I t  begins w ith the ancient Spanish sto ry  of St. 
A ugustine and  ends with the rom antic  Spanish story  
of San Diego. W herever the trave le r picks up the

IX  T H E  V A IX E Y  O F  T H E  P A D R E S  
SA X  D IEG O . C A LIF O R N IA .

r o o ts  s in s  o f  t lio  p a d re s an d  th e ir  m is s io n s  a lo n g  th is  
G old en  C oast. S a n  D ie g o  lia s  a  m on u m en t to  F a th e r  Ju n fp ero  
S erra  w h o  a d m in is te r e d  th e  m an y  m iss io n  b u ild in g  en ter p r ise s . 
H elen  J a c k so n ’s  “ R am on a”  Is a r om an tic  sto ry  o f  th e  m iss io n  
p er iod  an d  it s  fa ll . H ere  a t  San D ie g o  a lso  y o u  m ay  look  
d o w n  In to th e  “ W ish in g  W e ll” n s you  d id  a t  S t. A u g u stin e  
an d  le t  y o u r  s p ir i t  for  th e  m om en t d w e ll w ith  th o se  o f  th a t  
b y g o n e  n u d  r om an tic  a g e .


