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INTRODUCTION-NATIONAL IMPORTANCE SOUTHERN TRUNKLINE ANNOUNCED AT WASHINGTON

The g re a te s t sin g le  step  toward the n a tio n a liza tio n  of an American 
highway was made l a s t  week when the War Department, follow ing extensive stu d ies  
in  the southern Borderland t e r r i to r y ,  s ta te d  th a t  the tru n k lin e  highway, known 
as the Old Spanish T ra il ,  was a m ilita ry  n ecess ity  and should he promptly com
p le ted  in  the in te r e s t  of the n a tio n a l defense. The statement which sp e c if ic a lly  
mentions numerous lin k s of f i r s t  importance concludes hy saying:

"Considered as a whole, the proposed tran sco n tin en ta l trunk highway from 
Jacksonville  to  San Diego, w ith  i t s  connections to  Border p o in ts , i s  an 
e s se n tia l  element in  the plans Being formulated by the Y/ar Department 
fo r  na tio n a l defense and should be completed without delay according to 
the Best Federal standards fo r  road construction".

The l in k  from New Orleans to Pensacola and Jacksonville  i s  sp ec ia lly  
urged, so a lso  the tru n k lin e s from San Antonio to  Border p o in ts , and westward 
through New Mexico, Arizona and C a lifo rn ia  to  San Diego and the P a c if ic  coast, 
and Because of these a reas o f prime importance the connecting sections are  a lso 
urged as e s se n tia l  to  m ili ta ry  operations and the  p ro tec tio n  of the nation ..

C oincidently, a statem ent was issued signed By Senators and Congress
men along th is  highway d ec larin g  th e  na tio n a l importance of the highway and urging 
general e f fo r t  to  complete i t  in  th e  public  in te re s t ,  " th a t the  serv ice  of an 
opened na tio n a l tru n k lin e  might not be denied Because of B a rrie r  sec tions s t i l l  
unimproved." These senators and congressmen helped in  th e  work th a t led to the 
V/ar Department decision . The co rrectness of th is  d ec ision  was not questioned 
a f te r  a tran sco n tin en ta l study of the conditions was completed.

Recently the American Automobile A ssociation in  a study o f n a tional 
to u r is t  tra v e l sa id  th a t th e  flow of t r a f f i c  in  w in ter would, as soon as the  
numerous no rth  and south highways were completed, seek the Old Spanish T ra il  
t e r r i to ry  By th e  most d ire c t  route and enjoy the w inter sunshine amid the sports 
and h is to r ic a l  a ttra c t io n s  o f th a t country. The A.A.A. calcu la ted  th a t 9,500,000 
owners of p leasure  cars includ ing  the  fam ilie s  meant fu l ly  50,000,000 automobile 
tra v e le rs  aw aiting the completion of highways promising c lim atic  and h is to r ic a l  
a ttra c t io n .

I t  i s  th is  prim ary m ili ta ry  importance coupled w ith  the  fcrurist and 
playground values o f the t e r r i to r y  th a t made p o ssib le  these important promounce- 
ments regarding th is  highway. More troops and equipment are  kept along the 
southern Borderlands than in  any o ther sec tio n . M ilita ry  leaders have viewed w ith  
grave concern th is  lack  of adequate trunk  highways in  these  areas of importance, 
fo r  a l l  the Gulf, the Mexican Border and the southern P ac ifio  defenses are em
braced By th is  uncompleted highway p ro je c t.  The senato rs , congressmen and 
departmental o f f ic ia l s  who have achieved th is  important coordination o f thought 
and e f fo r t  a re  looked upon as having performed a co n structive  na tio n a l serv ice .


