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W A S H I N G T O N

A p r i l  17 , 1017.

My d e a r  3 i r :

The P r e s id e n t  d i r e c t s  mo to  aoknow ledge 

th e  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  1 4 th ,  and 

to  a s s u r e  you t h a t  he d e e p ly  a p p r e c i a te s  t h e  

i n v i t a t i o n  w hich  you e x te n d  to  h i::.. T h i lc  

ho w ish es  i t  were p o s s ib le  f o r  h in  to  a c c e p t ,  

he g r e a t l y  r e g r e t s  t h a t  h i s  p u b l ic  d u t i e s  a r e  

so p r e s s in g  a s  to  p re v e n t  h in  from  m aking en 

gagem ents o f  t h i s  k in d  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t .  lie 

a s k s  no to  th an k  you and a l l  co n ce rn e d  m ost 

h e a r t i l y  f o r  y o u r  k in d n e s s  i n  th e  m a t te r .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

S e c ro ta ry  to  th e  P r e s id e n t .
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