
G a lv e s to n , d e p t .  3 0 , 1836 .

D ear d i r ; -

s in c e  th e  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u rs  o f  th e  8 th ,  i f  I  have had an 
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  a n sw e r in g  i t ,  I  have n o t  b een  aw are  o f  i t --------------

I  had  h e a rd  o f  th e  h ig h  tiro e s  a t  H a r r i s b u r g .  The new town 
o f  H o u sto n  o u ts  a c o n s id e r a b le  s w e l l  i n  th e  p a p e r .  I  w ish  i t s  
p r o j e o t o r s  and p r o p r i e t o r s  s u c c e s s  w i th  a l l  my h e a r t .  I t  w i l l  
i n ju r e  H a r r is b u r g  C i ty  g r e a t l y  when i t  g e t s  i n to  s u c c e s s f u l  
o p e r a t io n .  P r o p e r ty  m ust b e g in  to  d e p r e c ia t e  a h e re  a l r e a d y .
As f o r  Hew W ash in g to n  an d  L y n ch b u rg , d c o t i s b u r g  and  a l l  th e  o th e r  
b u rg s ,  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  P ow hatan , a l l  m ust go down now. H o u s to n - 
b u rg  m ust go a h e a d  i n  th e  n ew sp ap er a t  l e a s t . ---------------------------

T ru ly  and  h e s p e o t f u l l y  y r 's e s  

O ap t. A. B r i s c o e .  J . M organ.

- - S o u th w e s te rn  H i s t o r i c a l  q u a r t e r l y ,  V. 1 8 , p .  806—

Hew s e t t l e m e n t s  and  tow ns b eg an  to  s p r in g  up and g la d d e n  th e  
w i ld e r n e s s .  Among th e  l a t t e r  was th e  town o f  H o u s to n . The 
M e ss rs , .i. 0 . A l la n  and  J .  K- A l le n ,  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  h a v in g  l a i d  
c i f  th e  p la c e  i n to  l o t s ,  p r e s e n t e r  them f o r  s a l e  on th e  l a s t
o f  A ugust (1 8 3 6 ) .......................— .Vooten, C om prehensive  H is to r y  o f
T ex as , V. 1, p . 3 0 8 . - -

3y  th e  tim e  th e  f i r s t  c o n g re s s  o f  th e  R e p u b lic  a sse m b le d  a t  
C o lum bia , i n  O c to b e r , 1836 , th e  A lle n s  w ere  p r e p a r e d  to  o f f e r  
s u f f i c i e n t  in d u c e m e n ts  to  th e  governm ent., n o t  o n l,, to  s e c u re  
f o r  th e  new town th e  t i t l e  o f  c a p i t a l  o f  th o  R e p u b lic ,  b u t a ls o  
to  make i t  th e  c o u n ty  s e a t  o f  H a r r i s o u r g ,  a f te r w a r d s ,  K a r r i s ,  
C o un ty .

The f i r s t  map o f  H o u sto n  seem s to  havo been  made by G. and 
T. K. B o rd en , and was u sed  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  th e  new c i t y .  I t  
was an n o u n ced  i n  th e  T e le g ra p r . and  T exas r e g i s t e r  o f  Uoven’o e r 
I d ,  1836 , t h a t  i t  c o u ld  do se e n  i n  th e  d e n a te  cham ber a t  
C o lu m b ia ................................................................................................... ..........................

The f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  tho  C o n g re ss  o f  T ex as, h a v in g  a d jo u rn e d  
on D ecem ber, 1836, m et a t  th e  n ew ly  l a i d  o u t  c i t y  o f  H o u s to n ,
on May 5 , 1837 . A l l  r o a d s  now l e d  to  H o u s to n .....................................
— H is to r y  o f  H a r r i s  C ounty  i n  s o u th w e s te r n  H i s t o r i c a l  q u a r t e r l y ,  
V. 1 9 , p p . 3 8 - 9 .—

The T e le g r a p /h  and  Texas r e g i s t e r  was moved from  C olum bia 
to  H o u sto n  i n  x p r i l ,  1837 , and  th e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  
A e g i s t e r  was  p u b l i s h e d  in  H ouston  on May 8, 1837 .

On J a n u a ry  14 , 1839 , Lamar s ig n e d  an  a c t  c r e a t i n g  a  c o m m iss iio n  
o f  f i v e  to  s e l e c t  a  s i t e  f o r  th o  p e rm an en t l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  g o v e rn ­
m en t. On A p r i l  1 3 th  th e  c o m m iss io n e rs  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  
s e l e c t e d  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  W a te r lo o  on th e  e a s t  bank  o f  t h e  C o lo rad o  
a s  th o  m ost a v a i l a b l e  l o c a t i o n .  The P r e s i d e n t  had  a l r e a d y  a p p o in te d


