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October 25, 1933.

Mr. E a rra l Ayres,
112 College S t . ,
San Antonio, Texas.

Dear A yres:

I  received the carbon copies of your notes on Yanaguana. I  
r /suspect th a t  you intend to  publish  t h is .  I  th in k  th a t  the Yana­

guana Society has i t  ccraing to  them a s  i t  seems to  me th a t they 
have no proof whatever fo r  th e ir  claim th a t the Indian name of 
the San Antonio r iv e r  was Yanaguana or th a t  there  was an Indian 
town of t h i s  name on th e  s i t e  of San Antonio. I  went very th o r­
oughly in to  th is  m atter several years ago when I  became aware of 
the fa c t  th a t there  had been an immense Indian town in the v a lley  
ju s t  west cf the Argylle H otel. This occupied a s t r ip  some two 
m iles long and probably two m iles wide as i t  reached from the  
r iv e r  back to  the h i l l .  Frcm th e  evidences obtained in  c o lle c t­
ing over th a t  ground i t  i s  very evident th a t th is  town ex isted  
through long periods of time b u t th a t  i t  was t ra n s ie n t .  Very 
probably i t  was occupied only in  the  w inter and then only portions 
of i t .  However, from evidence th a t can s t i l l  be seen there  i t  was 
a town of goodly dimensions and occupied during the course of i t s  
ex istence by thousands of persons. You w il l  find  quite  a number of 
in te re s tin g  re ferences to  the  San Antonio r iv e r  and the  names of 
the Indians in  the Smithsonian publication; "Handbook of the North 
American Indian".

Very t ru ly  yours,

HBP/ag


