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a "shoulder" o f gra v e l 58 f e e t  w ide. These tremendous sh o u ld ers , 

roads in  th em se lv es , w i l l  be provided  for  th e  use of slow moving 

v e h ic le s  and fo r  parking p u rp oses. Thus 78 fe e t  o f w idth  w i l l  

be p rov id ed  for  tr a v e l  in  each d ir e c t io n .

B u ild ing  for  th e  Future

The Id ea l S ec tio n  of th e  L incoln  Highway was d esign ed  to  

handle a d a ily  t r a f f i c  of 30 ,000  v e h ic le s ,  estim ated  to  c o n s is t  

o f approxim ately 15 ,000  passenger cars and 5 ,000  tr u ck s . On 

th is  b a s is  the new D etro it-P en tia .c  road w i l l ,  when com pleted, be 

capable o f carry ing  in  th e  neighborhood o f 40 ,000  v e h ic le s  a day. 

While i t  i s  u n lik e ly  that such a t r a f f i c  w i l l  be reached in  the  

near fu tu re  i t  w i l l  u lt im a te ly  develop accord in g  to  th o se  who 

have th e  p lans in  hand. The roadway i s  u sed  e x te n s iv e ly  for  

driveaways from th e  D etro it autom obile fa c t o r ie s  and a ls o  from 

th e  p la n ts  in  F lin t  and P o n tia c .

In 1930 th e  en gineers who designed  th e  Id ea l S ec tio n  of 

the L incoln  Highway assumed th a t  i t s  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  would be 

adequate to  take care of any development o f t r a f f i c  on any .one 

road for  a p er io d  o f 30 y ea rs . Four years la t e r  we f in d  a read  

tw ic e  as adequate b ein g  co n stru cted  between two p o in ts  where 

only s i x  years ago th e  com pleting of a 16 fo o t  con crete  pavement 

was look ed  upon as an achievem ent which i t  was p r e d ic te d  would 

p rov id e  for a g en era tio n  at l e a s t  w ithout fu rth er  improvement.

S ix  years have served  to  make th e  pavement then  p rovided  le s s  

adequate for  th e  t r a f f i c  demand s in c e  developed  than th e  d ir t  

road which i t  succeeded . How can our p u b lic  road o f f i c i a l s  err 

on th e  s id e  of too  generous improvement?


