
"As the immensity and d iv e r s ity  o f the ta sk s before t h i s  coun

try  in  the war i t  has undertaken are understood , road b u ild in g  appears 

more and more v i t a l  as a d e fen s iv e  m easure, for  w h ile  a t p resen t the p os

s i b i l i t y  o f in v a s io n  or a tta c k s  upon the c o a s ts  perhaps seem rem ote, th a t  

p o s s ib i l i t y  must not be l o s t  s ig h t  o f .  In t h i s  war the p o s s ib i l i t y  of 

to -d ay  may be the p r o b a b ility  o f to-morrow and a c e r ta in ty  the day a f t e r .

"The sea co a st o f  the U nited S ta te s ,  in c lu d in g  the co a st o f  the  

Q ulf o f M exico, has a t o t a l  len g th  o f approxim ately 5,000 m ile s . Adding 

to  t h i s  the Mexican border g iv e s  a t o t a l  len g th  o f c o a s t  and southern  

f r o n t ie r  o f not fa r  from 5 ,000  m ile s ,  '/hat i s  a p p lic a b le  to  the defense  

o f the c o a st a t  Puget Sound i s  eq u a lly  a p p lic a b le  to  m iles and m iles

elsew here a long  the enormous co a st l i n e .
WHERE ROADS ARE MOST NEEDED 

"Assuming then - what the fa c t s  appear to warrant - that roads

are needed for  m ili ta r y  purposes a long  the c o a s ts  and f r o n t ie r ,  the next 

ste p  i s  to a sc e r ta in  where they are needed, and where the need i s  most 

u rg en t. This work, i t  would seem, can b e s t  be done by the S ta te  Highway 

Departments co -o p era tin g  w ith  the c o a st d efen se  branch of the m ilita r y  - 

the S ta te  highway o f f i c i a l s  fu r n ish in g  in form ation  as to  e x is t in g  roads 

and th e ir  c o n d it io n , and the m ili ta r y  a u th o r it ie s  in d ic a t in g  the r e 

quirem ents for  d e fen s iv e  work and o p e r a tio n s . I t  i s  ob v iou s, even to  the  

layman, th a t l i t t l e  work would be req u ired  in  some se c t io n s  and la rg e  

amounts in  o th e r s . I t  would, however, e n t a i l  a very g rea t lo s s  o f  en

ergy and funds were the c i v i l  a u th o r it ie s  to  go ahead b lin d ly  w ithout 

the ad v ice  o f  m ilita r y  e x p e r ts .

"Plans for the work having been prepared /jo in tly  by the S ta te  

Highway Departments and the far Departmai t , the a c tu a l work o f co n stru c

t io n  could w e ll  be l e f t  to  the S ta t e s ,  u sin g  th erefo r  S ta te  and F ederal 

fu n d s. C onvict labor could  a ls o  be employed to advantage, and i t  might 

even be found f e a s ib le  to  u t i l i z e  p r iso n ers  o f  war, a s has been advocated

2


