
ST. DAVID. Beginning 12 ml. west of Tombstone the 
irrigated valley of San Pedro Hirer is reached, settled by 
Mormons and set with numerous artificial lakes shaded 
with big trees. Their village of St. David is 10 mi. west.

SAN PEDltO RIVER. Rises in Mexico; returns to 
Mexico thru the Gila and the Colorado Rivers.

BENSON. In the San Pedro Valley, settled by Mormons 
Artesian well irrigation. Two country hotels. MANSION 
HOTEL leads. Two cabin camps.

VAIL. 30 nd. west of Benson, a settlement. Colossal 
Cave 5 mi. north has been explored for 40 mi. Admission 
and guide $1.00. Open camp sites are plentiful in the south 
and western country.

*TUCSON- A city of refinement and retaining the 
charm of the old Spanish atmosphere. I t  is set in a desert 
rich in the mystery of the fantastic cacti growths, moun­
tains rear their peaks thru the sands and Nature lavishes 
her colorings. Irrigated districts are developing exten­
sively. The University of Arizona is at Tucson, chaste and 
refined in its structural development. The padres two 
centuries ago built one of their greatest missions, San Xavier 
del Bac, 0 mi. south, founded about 1700. The present 
building, erected later, Is well preserved despite its strug­
gles and disasters. South toward Nogales is the old Tuinn- 
cacori Mission, now a National Monument, and around 
Nogales are others. The Santa Cruz Valley was the fourth 
great mission center, following St. Augustine, El Paso- 
Santa Fe, and San Antonio, Texas. Irrigation for 10 mi. 
westward, then desert.

HOTELS—SANTA RITA HOTEL leads. CORONADO, 
now and moderate. ARIZONA HOTEL, new and moderate.' 
Other good hotels CONGRESS and TUCSONIA. Cabin 
camp managed by Chamber of Commerce, thru lessee, 
northwest 1 mi., GOc per car, cabins §1.00 to $1.50. Inf.— 
Chamber of Commerce.

M ISS IO N  SA N  X A V IE R  D E L  B A C  N E A R  T U C S O N
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GILA RIVER, 2 mi. west.
SUPERSTITION JIT. 33 mi. west and to the north 

Indian legend that it is the abode of evil spirits.
APACHE TRAIL JUNCTION. 34 mi. west. 4G mi. to 

R o o s e v e l t  Dam.
DESERT WELLS. 42 mi. west, settlement and supplies.
SALT RIVER VALLEY. Suddenly the irrigation dis­

trict of the Roosevelt reservoirs is entered. The desert 
changes to life. Cotton, figs, oranges, olives, dates and 
other products grow in richness and the eucalyptus and 
pepper trees add their beauty.

MESA. A pretty valley town of 3,500 people. EL 
PORTAL HOTEL, new and complete; cottages now being 
planned. JIETS HOTEL, modern. Cabin camp.

TEiMPE. East from Phoenix, 9 mi. State Teachers’ 
College. Condensed milk factories. South 3 mi. Govern­
ment Date Farm, fruit Oct. to Dec. CASA LOMA HOTEL, 
fair. Free city camp on Salt River, fair. Cabin camp.

SALT RIVER. West side of Tempo.
’"PHOENIX. Capital of Arizona, a winter health re­

sort, commercial center of the noted Salt River irrigation 
district. Phoenix is growing fast. Americans are there 
from every state and are building a fine American city. 
There are 440 mi. of paved roads and streets in the valley. 
The fields grow all kinds of produce. The drives are a 
refreshing experience. Roosevelt Dam is 90 mi. east.

HOTELS — WESTWARD HO, new. ADAMS, long a 
leading hotel. SAN CARLOS, new. LUI1RS, refurnished, 
moderate rates. AR1ZONA-BILTMORE, G mi. out in a 
beautiful setting.

CAMPS—Many cabin camps with every convenience.
INF.—Chamber of Commerce and the Automobile Club 

of Arizona.

THE GILA TRAIL
Tim  g e n e r a l c o u r se  o f  th e  G ila  R iv e r  is  n o w  fo llo w ed  to  

Y um a w h e re  t h e  C o lorad o  a n d  t h e  G ila  jo in  a n d  t ile  C olorado  
w as c r o s se d  to  C a lifo rn ia . T ile  b lea k  sa n d s  an d  th e ir  drab  
su r r o u n d in g s  a r e  a  m o n o to n o u s  jo u r n e y , b u t  t h e y  arc  so il s  
th a t o n ly  a w a it  ir r ig a t io n  to  tr a n s fo r m  t h is  d e se r t  a s  o th ers  
have  b e e n . D o w n  t ile  G ila  th e  b a r e fo o t  p a d re s  p lo d d ed  c a rr y in g  
th e ir  s to r v  to  l l i e  In d ia n s . M an y  m is s io n s  w er e  e s ta b lish e d :  
■18,000 I n d ia n s  w er e  rep o rted  c o n v e rted . T h e  S a n ta  C ruz V a lle y  
m iss io n s  b e lo w  T u c so n  w er e  t lie ir  s e a t  o f  e f fo r t :  from  an d  thru  
th a t  s e c t io n  th e  e o n q u ls la d o r e s  m a rc h e d  to  c o n q u er  and  se tt le  
C aliforn ia  a n d  th e  p a d re s  to  p la n t  th e  m is s io n s  a lo n g  th e  P a ­
c if ic  C o a st. A S p a n ish  e x p e d it io n  o ver  t i l ls  t r a il in  1"»C se tt le d  
San F r a n c isc o . L a te r  th e  r e s t le s s  A m e r ica n s  f lo w ed  a lo n g  th is  
r iv er  tr a il In th e  g o ld  r u sh  an il th o  p io n e er  d a y s , an d  it  w a s  
t ile  r o u te  o f  t lie  s t a g e  coach  a n d  m u le  tr a in s  an d  Y um a a  s ta g e  
s ta tio n . T h e  G ila  I tiv e r  w a s  a  th r ea d  o f  l i f e  a c r o ss  th e  d esert. 
G en. K en rn v  m a rc h e d  th is  w a y  in  1810. J o h n  C. F re m o n t and  
K it  C arson  tr a v e le d  it .  T h e  a m a z in g  M orm on b a t ta lio n  P assed  
th is  w a y  from  M isso u r i to  San D ie g o . T h o 'A paches fo u g h t  w ith  
d csp ci'n lion  a n d  c o u r a g e , b u t  t b c  W e s t  w a s  c o n q u ered .

BUCKEYE. A valley settlement. The Buckeye and 
the Arlington irrigation districts are passed, watered from 
a brush diversion dam up the Gile River. CAMPBELL 
HOTEL, fair. Free camp. Cabins $1.00 and $1.50.

I-IASSAXAMPA RIVER. 9 mi. west of Buckeye. Be­
ginning of desert country.

GILA RIVER. Crossed at Gillespie Dam 20 mi. west 
of Buckeye; new bridge opened July, 1927.

GILA BEND. Irrigation from Gillespie Dam now 
waters about. 10.000 A. below Gila Bend; there is capacity 
for SO,000 A. STOUT'S HOTEL, new, modern wing just 
added. Cabin camp $1.00-$2.50.

SENTINEL. A desert country. THE SENTINEL, small 
country hotel. Camp GOc.
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