
Tne maps o f  th e  S pan ish  e s ta te s *  a t  t i ie  tim e  t r a n s fe r r e d  to  E n g la n d y I7 6 3  j  
do n o t  show any e s ta te s  n o r th  o f  tn e  S t .J o h n ’ s R iv e r .  The S p a n ia rd s  had many 
m is s io n  s ta t io n s  in  1657 among th e  In d ia n s  h u t a l l  b u i l t  o f  w o o d .A f te r  th e  
a t ta c k  o f  Moore I7 0 2& I7 03  P c Im er 1727 -23  O g le th o rp e  1740 those  f a r  away 
m is s io n s  were b ro ke n  up . P e te r  F o rc e ’ s A rc h iv e s  j i v e  a c c o u n ts  o f  f i g h t s  , 
a t ta c k s  e t c . i n  th e  e a s t o f  G e o rg ia  in  th e  e a r ly  days o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n .Y o u  
w i l l  be in te r e s te d  in  t i ie  n e x t  book to  be p u b lis h e d  by th e  F lo r id a  S ta te  
H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  w r i t t e n  by P r o f . ’7x1 ou r H .S ie b e r t  on E a s t F lo r id a  1763- 
I7 7 4 o r  1776. P r o f .S ie b e r t  has c o l le c te d  a la r g e  number o f  docum ents f o r  t h i s  
book. Two y e a rs  ago he s p e n t f i v e  days w o rk in g  in  o u r l i b r a r y  n e re  w i t h  me, 
and h is  w i fe  h e lp in g  to  make c o p ie s  fro m  bo o ks . He i s  re s e a rc h  p ro fe s s o r  in  
- c is fo r y  f o r  th e  Ohio S ta te  u n iv e r s i t y  , and has w r i t t e n  many b o o k s .I  f e e l  
t h i s  n e x t  book w i l l  be o f  more g e n e ra l in t e r e s t  th a n  h is  " L o y a l is t s  o f  E a s t 
F lo r id a "  as tn e  docum ents in  t h a t  w ere many re c o rd s  o f  r e a l  e s ta te  damages, 
due to  th e  r e tu r n  o f  F lo r id a  to  S pam .

T h is  q u e s tio n  o f  Ponce de Leon i s  in  a way a good th in g  l o r  F lo r id a  ,a s  
i t  i s  show ing S e n a to r F le tc h e r  and th e  u n ite d  S ta te s  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  m ak ing  
a s tu d y  o f  th e  h is t o r y  o f  F lo r id a .  1 have aone w h a t 1 c o u ld  ,b u t  I  have 
r e a l iz e d  my l im i t a t i o n s  arm w ish e d  t h a t  tn e  s c h o la rs  o l th e  c o u n try  and those  
who c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  secu re  t i ie  needed re c o rd s  w o u ld  ta k e  some in t e r e s t  in  i t .
I  can hejbp w i t h  w ha t l  know, and t i ie  m a te r ia ls  l  have c o l le c te d ,p io n e e r  w o rk  
w i l l  h e lp  th e  man o r  woman who has th e  p ro p e r  e d u c a tio n  l i k e  P r o f .S ie b e r t  end 
C o l.L a n d e rs  to  w ro te  o r  c o n s id e r  p ro p e r ly  th e  d e b a ta b le  s u b je c ts ,e s p e c ia l ly  
as th e y  nave many more so u rce s  to  nraw  on i o r  c o r r e c t  in fo rm a t io n .  So much 
o i tn e  h is t o r y  has been w r i t t e n  c a r e le s s ly , and then  ta x e n  a.s b e in g  c o r r e c t  
t h a t  i t  i s  h a rd  to  combat i t .L o w e r y  in  h is  "S p a n is h  S e tt le m e n ts "  g iv e s  a 
m ost a b su rd  a c c o u n t o f  th e  la n d in g  o f  Ponce de Leon "n e a r  th e  S t .J o h n ’ s R iv e r "  
and t e l l s  o f  th e  f lo w e rs  th e  Jessam ine  and Y ucca , th o se  o f  us wiio l i v e  h e rg  
know th a t  th e  Jessam ine has f in is h e d  b lo o m in g  by A p r i l  and th e  yu cca  does n o t 
come o u t t i l l  n e a r ly  Ju n e . Low ery n e v e r was in  F lo r id a .  P r o f .B o l to n  and o th e rs  
fo llw v ^L o w e ry , who I  b e lie v e  n e v e r was in  F lo r id a .  L a s t w in te r  M rs .C o rse  t o ld  
me o f  a v e ry  o ld  map in  a c o l le c t io n  in  G e o rg ia  th a t  showed th e  m is s io n  
s ta t io n s  in  F lo r id a .T : ,e  map was made on p a rch m e n t ,was v e ry  o ld  and sne had a 
p h o to s ta t  copy made o f  i t ,  w h ic h  she showed me. The m in u te  I  lo o k e d  a t  i t  I  
t o ld  h e r  p h is  map may be o ld  b u t  the  p ic t u r e s  have been p u t  on i t  r e c e n t ly  
p e rh a p s  by a t r a v e l l i n g  a r t i s t ,  as one o f  th e se  m is s io n s  i s  a s k e tc h  o f  the  
r u in s  a t  New Smyrna made in  th e  p a s t  tw e n ty  y e a rs  o r  so. I  knew fro m  v a r io u s  
a c c o u n ts  th a t  the  r u in s  had cnanged v e ry  much s in c e  1836 when th e  In d ia n s  
d e s tro y e d  the  sugar m i l l s ,  as s to n e  had been ta ke n  fro m  them f o r  b u i ld in g  
p u rp o s e s . M rs .C o rse  th e n  made some in q u i r i e s  a b o u t the  map and fo u n d  t h a t  i t  
was one made by P r o f .B o l to n  and a n o th e r  map f o r  an e x h ib i t  in  S p a in ,a n d  was 
ma.de on pa rchm en t to  lo o k  o ld ,  th e  p ic t u r e s  o f  m is s io n s  were p u t  on where 
th e y  th o u g h t th e y  had been e tc .T o  m e , th a t  i s  n o t  th e  way to  te a c h  o r  w ro te  
n i s t o r y , and M rs .C o rse  had i t  c o p ie d  because she th o u g h t i t  a p ro o f  th a t  
th e re  had be^n o ld  s to n e  m is s io n s  in  F lo r id a ,o u ts id e  o f  S t .A u g u s t in e .  Tiie 
r e p o r t  o f  the  S pan ish  e n g in e e r A rredondo  a b o u t 1744 , to  t i ie  k in g ,  th a t  no s to n e  
had been d is c o v e re d  e x c e p tin g  th a t  on A n a s ta s ia  Is la n d  , i s  to  me p ro o f  th a t  
tire  r u in s  a t  New Smyrna w ere n o t  b u i l t  in  1696 as c la im e d  They were e i t i i e r  
b u i l t  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  E n g l is h  cam e ,o r l a t e r .

T ha n k in g  you f o r  jto u r  v e ry  n ic e  l e t t e r s  , and h o p in g  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be 
n e c e s s a ry  f o r  you to  change th e  b o o k le ts  as to  tn e  1 n d in g  o f  Poneede Leon 
and t h a t  we s h a l l  h e a r fro m  you  a g a in , I  rem a in
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