
more r e a d ily  see k  by auto  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  he w ants. More p e o p le , I  am re

l ia b ly  in form ed , en te r ed  so u th ern  C a lifo r n ia  t h i s  p a s t  yea r  over th e  Old 

S p anish  T r a i l  th an  by t r a i n .  R e c e n t ly , w h ile  in  F lo r id a ,  a h o t e l  man showed 

me h i s  r e g i s t e r ;  th e  r a t io  o f  a r r iv a ls  were 140 by auto t o  7 by t r a in .  T. H. 

MacDonald, C h ie f  o f  t h e  F ed era l Bureau o f  Roads, r ep o r ts  "as a w h ole , t r a f f i c  

on th e  roads o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  has doubled in  l e s s  th a n  f i v e  years.**

The l o c a l  p e o p le  are  ed ucated  to  a d e v o tio n  t o  t h e i r  lo c a l  c ro p s . The 

" to u r is t  crop*1 i s  s t i l l  som eth in g  hazy and th e  p eo p le  are slow  a d ju s t in g  them - 

B elves to  th e  a r t s  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  t o  b r in g  t h i s  "orop" to  t h e i r  l o c a l i t y .

For a g e n e r a t io n ,  w h ile  n a t io n a l  highw ays have been s lo w ly  d e v e lo p in g , 

th e  Am erican t r a v e l e r  has been  roaming a b ou t. The n a t io n a l  parks o f  th e  West 

have a t t r a c t e d  him i n  summer. Canada cla im s § 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  an n u a lly  from th e  

t o u r i s t .  C a l i f o r n ia  and F lo r id a  have been u n iv e r s a l  o b j e c t iv e s ,  Now a new 

w orld i s  op en in g  c lo s e  t o  th e  o e n te r s  o f  p o p u la tio n  and w e a lth . A fte r  1J 

y ea rs  o f  work th e  Old S p a n ish  T r a i l  o f f e r s  f in e  d r iv in g  from  S t .  A u gu stin e, 

F lo r id a  t o  San D ie g o , C a lifo r n ia  and paved fe e d e r s  in  th e  E ast are b u ild in g  

down to  i t .  A h a l f  o f  t h i s  highway i s  now paved, m ost o f  th e  rem ainder i s  

g r a v e l ,  and but two f e r r i e s  rem ain . I t  t i e s  to g e th e r  th e  rom antic c i t i e s  o f  

th e  th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  S p an ish  era ; th e  realm s t h a t  th e  o ld  S p an ish  padres 

and c o n q u ista d o res  lo v e d  so  w e ll  and crowned w ith  so many rem arkable works.

I t  l i e s  i n  th e  w in ter  su n sh in e  b e l t  from F lo r id a  to  C a lifo r n ia .  I t  opens th e  

G ulf o f  M exico co u n try  and th e  M exican Border cou n try , and now highways down 

in to  Old M exico a re  o p en in g  th a t  in t e r e s t in g  land to  Old S p anish  T r a i l  t r a v e l .

M oreover, t h i s  f a r  so u th ern  trun k  l in e  opens th e  l a s t  and g r e a t e s t  f r o n t ie r  
to  th e  home seek er  and in v e s t o r  and a new n a t io n a l m ig ra tio n  i s  tu rn in g  to  
t h i s  new ly opened w o r ld . The covered  wagon and th e  r a ilr o a d  have perform ed  
w e ll  t h e i r  p a r t  a s t e r r i t o r i a l  d e v e lo p e r s ;  tod ay  i t  i s  th e  age o f  th e automo
b i l e .  The p e o p le  o f  t h i s  f a r  so u th ern  land have poured t h e i r  h e a r ts  and 
s o u ls  and § 7 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in t o  th e s e  th ousan ds o f  m ile s  o f  roads and p5 m ile s  o f  
b r id g es  and causew ays and a re  com m itted t o  § 4 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  m ore. A p eo p le  and 
a land cap ab le  o f  t h i s  have much t o  o f f e r  th e  American t r a v e l e r .


