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280 S t.G e o rg e  S t .
S t . A u ju s t in e , F lo r id a  
M arch 24 ,1927

H a r ra l A yres 
OgT M anaging D ir e c to r  

San A n to n io , Texas.

My dear M r.A y re s ,
/  Thank you f a r  y o u r  l e t t e r  and b o o k le t .  V/e a re  H a v in g

/  made, by The R ecord Company, a p la te  o i' th e  O ld e s t House, and one o f  F o r t  
/ H a r io n  f o r  y o u r b o o k le t .  Our C u ra to r  H r .H a r r is  to o k  y o u r  b o o k le t  to  th e  
' Record Company w i t h  an e tc n in g  o f  the  O ld e s t House to  have th e  c u t  made 

s u i ta b le  i o r  th e  b o o k le t;  and tn e y  have a t  tn e  R ecord  Company c u ts  o f  th e  
F o r t .  I  suggested  to  M r .H a r r is  th a t  tn e  w a tch  tow e r w o u ld  be th e  b e s t 

v .^ p ic tu re  o f  tne  F o r t  f o r  tne  b o o k le t .

'lie have l a t e l y  re c e iv e d  fro m  S pa in  tn e  in v e n to r y  o f  tn e  m is s io n s  
o f  S t .A u g u s t in e ,F lo r id a  made in  I7S4 when F lo r id a  was t r a n s fe r e d  to  th e  
E n g lis h  Grown.From t n i s  we le a rn  th a t  th e re  w ere s ix  o r  seven c o f r a d ia  
in  S t.A u g u s tin e  a t  th a t  date.c&fc^ o f  these  w ere c a n o n ic a l ly  i n s t i t u t e d  
and approved  A ugust 31 ,1603  and e s ta b l is h e d  as fo l lo w s
C o fra d ia  o f  th e  M ost H o ly  C h r is t  o f  tn e  H o ly  T rue C ross o i th e  S o l i t a r y  

(Santissam io C h r is to  de la  V e ra c ru z  de la  S o leuad) 
founded a t  the  tim e  o f  th e  P r e s id io , in  th e  co n ve n t o f  S t .F ra n c is ,  by th e  
s o ld ie r s  o i tn e  g a r r is o n .

C o fra d ia  o f Our Lady o i th e  C oncepc ion  founded  a t  th e  same tim e , o f  th e  
same convent, by th e  r e s id e n ts  ana g a r r is o n .

C o fra d ia  o f  Our Lady o i th e  H e rm ita g e  t h a t  s e rv e s  ''La  S o ledad " o f  th e
P a r is h  / 156 y e a rs  ago, by th e  c h i ld r e n  sons o j .  th e  s o ld ie r s  (1605)

C o fra d ia  ou Our Lady o i th e  M i lk  o f  th e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  by th e  n a t iv e  
(De la  Leche) In d ia n s  and s o ld ie r s .

(a  map we have o i 1764 says t h is  was on th e  s p o t where Menendez had 
th e  f i r s t  mass n e ld ,a  c h a p e l i s  on th e  same pla.ce now o r  n e a r i t . )

C o fra d ia  o f  th e  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  th e  M ost H o ly  Sacram ent o i th e  P a r is h  
(C e rv a n te s  and l i t e r a r y  men in  S pa in  be lo n ge d  to  1655

t h i s  o rd e r )

C o fra d ia  o f  Our Lady o f  th e  R osary 1 3 6  y e a rs  ago ( 1 6 2 8 )  by d e v o tio n  
g e n e ra l o f  th e  s o ld ie r s  and r e s id e n ts .

C o fra d ia  o f  Los Animas 158 y e a rs  ago (1606)

C o fra d ia  

I  ca n n o t

ox o u r Lady o i Guadafupe in  1722 by th e  same d e v o t io n ,  

t r a n s la te  a l l  th e  document,


