
San A ntonio, Texas 
May 1 5 th , 1922

hr.H . B. A yres,
B a tt le  House,
M obile , Alabama.

Dear H arra l:-

Just returned  from Zapata County Saturday n ig h t . I was w ith  
them Friday a t which tim e they  were supposed to  order th e ir  bond 
i s s u e ,  but when I got back th ere  th e  County Judge informed me i t  
was im p ossib le  for Zapata County to  vo te  th e  n ecessa ry  amount be
cause under the law th ere  i s  no way they  could r a is e  th e  tax  le v y  
s u f f ic i e n t  to  pay for i t .  He got h is  in form ation  from Chapter One 
o f  th e  C o n stitu tio n , which o f  course was co rrec t so far  as th at 
Chapter was concerned but we were ord erin g  i t  under an amended act  
th a t  had no l im i t  so lo r g a s  the is su e  d id n 't  exceed  25fn o f  the r e a l  
v a lu e . I took h is  own lav/ book and showed him the Chapter th at we 
were u sin g  and he c a lle d  a s e s s io n  o f  th e  Commissioners' Court to  
meet next Thursday, and I f e e l  sure th ere  w i l l  be no doubt about 
them ordering the e le c t io n  and carry ing  i t  overw helm ingly . S tarr  
County ordered h e r 's  Saturday. I d o n 't th in k  th ere  i s  any q u estio n  
now about fin a n c in g  t h i s  D iv is io n .

I sen t out n o t ic e s  l a s t  week to  a l l  o f  th e  OST u n it s  in  the  
V a lley  with re feren ce  to th e ir  d eferred  505» membership dues b ein g  
due, and hope to  be ab le  to make some c o l l e c t io n s ,

I should be w ith the Commission tod ay , but I w i l l  c lea n  up 
my desk and go to  A ustin  tomorrow.

Just in  r e c e ip t  o f  yours o f  th e  10th . Note what you say w ith  
re feren ce  to variou s comm unities along the l in e  and th e ir  f in a n c ia l  
embarrassment, e t c . ,  but I want to  t e l l  you i t  ta k es dynamite to  
blow any money out o f  peop le in  t h i s  country at th e  presen t tim e.
Tie have had good r a in s  w est to El Paso and the p eop le  in  West Texas 
are f e e l in g  b e t te r  than they  have f e l t  for  a year . I t  i s  b ea r ly  
p o s s ib le  we w i l l  be ab le  to  g e t some support along th e  l in e  but the  
way the c o n d it io n s  were s ix t y  days ago I d id n 't  th in k  we ought to  
ask those p eop le for anything t h i s  year i f  we cou ld  help  i t .  I f
the r a in s  - and storms continue i d o n 't know when I w i l l  be ab le  to
make an in sp e c tio n  tr ip  to  F t. D avis or Houston. I f  I could  get  
over the route to  Houston I could g e t in  some money, but th a t road  
has been p r a c t ic a l ly  im p assib le  for  s ix  weeks. The b rid ge a cro ss
the r iv e r  at Richmond i s  p a r t ly  washed out and some o f  the road in
F t. Bend County i s  four f e e t  under water from th e r iv e r . Houston has 
had to tales care o f  sev era l hundred r e fu g ees  from the f lo o d s  th e  p ast  
two weeks; b u s in ess  dem ora lized , and under th ose  c o n d it io n s  you know 
i t  i s  u s e le s s  to  try  to do anything down th e r e . I have every th in g  
l in e d  up, however, in  mighty f in e  shape i f  we can ever g e t to  i t  
under proper c o n d it io n s .


