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H is t o r y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  Columbus d re s se d  in  a s p l e n d id  m i l i t a r y  s u i t  
of  s c a r l e t  embroidered  in  g o ld ,  and fo l lo w ed  by a r e t i n u e  o f  h i s  men 
b e a r in g  b an n e rs ,  s t ep p ed  upon th e  new w orld ,  F r id a y ,  October 12, 1492; t h a t  
he th rew  h im se l f  upon h i s  iuiees, k i s s e d  t h e  e a r t h  and w i th  t e a r s  o f .joy 
gave th an k s  to  Cod fo r  h is  sa f e  d e l i v e r y ,  and f o r  th e  s u c c e s s  o f th e  ex
p e d i t i o n ;  t h a t  he fo rm a l ly  p la n t e d  the  c ro s s  and to o k  p o s s e s s io n  of the  
co u n t ry  in  th e  name of F e rd in an d  and I s a b e l l a .

I t  was th ro u g h  th e  in f lu e n c e  of a few s t a n c h  f r i e n d s  a t  c o u r t ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  th ro u g h  th e  generous a s s i s t a n c e  of queen I s a b e l l a ,  Columbus ob
t a i n e d  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u i r e d  to  make h i s  voyage. Out o f  a t o t a l  sum of 
one hundred th r e e  thousand  d o l l a r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  tow ard  f i t t i n g  out the  ex
p e d i t i o n ,  th e  queen gave over s i x ty - s e v e n  thousand  d o l l a r s .  Thus, c h i e f l y  
by a woman's he lp  th e  brave  s a i l o r  got th e  power t o  u n d e r tak e  h is  d a r in g  
e n t e r p r i s e .

The b an n ers  spoken of were two in  number, th e  Royal Banner o f  Spain  
and the  Vhite Banner o f th e  E x p e d i t io n ,  a p e rso n a l  f l a g  g iven  th e  g r e a t  
e x p lo r e r  by queen I s a b e l l a ,  and were the  f i r s t  European f l a g s  e v e r  un 
f u r l e d  on the  c o n t in e n t  of America of which we have any d e f i n i t e  knowledge. 
Columbus b e a r in g  th e  banner  o f Spain was th e  f i r s t  to  l a n d ,  fo l lo w ed  by 
h i s  men b e a r in g  th e  banner  03? th e  e x p e d i t i o n .

The g re e n  c ro s s  s t a n d s  f o r  C i r r i s t i a n i t y ;  g re e n  i s  the  c o lo r  of hope. 
The S pan ia rds  were a v e ry  r e l i g i o u s  people  and Columbus r e p e a t e d ly  s t a t e s
h is  purpose was f i r s t  of a l l  t h a t  of a  m i s s io n a ry ---- he hoped to  co n v e r t
th e  G rea t Khan, or emperor of China to C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I f  th e y  r e j e c t e d  th e
r e l i g i o n  he o f f e r e d  them ,th e n ,  a cco rd in g  to  th e  id e a s  o f the  t im e ,  any 
C h r i s t i a n  k ing might s e i z e  t h e i r  p o s s e s s io n s  and make s l a v e s  of them.

The F and Y s t a n d  f o r  F e rd in an d  and I s a b e l l a ,  I s a b e l l a  b eg in n in g  w i th  
a Y in  S p an ish .
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