
The highway lin k s Jack so n v ille , Pensacola, Mobile, New O rleans, Lake C harles, 
Beaumont, Houston, San Antonio, El Paso, Douglas, Tucson, Yuma and San Siego. I t  
must cross the g reat waterways and drainage basins along the G ulf, and “build 
through the sparsely  s e t t le d  range country of tex a s , and conquer the  d ese rts  and 
mountains of the West. I t  has the  g re a te s t a rray  o f serious co n stru ctio n al pro
blems of any n a tional high-;ay in  the  United S ta te s . Today tens o f m illions of 
d o lla rs  are av a ilab le  fo r i t s  co n struction . I t  was conceived in  Mobile in  1915, 
but the problems Ijave been so formidable bu ild ing  a c t iv i ty  fo r  years would only 
crop out in  widely sc a tte re d  se c tio n s . A u n ity  o f in te re s t  was lack ing  because 
of b a r rie rs  th a t prevented inter-com m unication.

Now th a t  th is  highway assumes n a tio n a l in te re s t  i t s  magnitude as an engineering 
fe a t in v ite s  a tte n tio n . I t  w ill  cost $150,000,000 before i t  is  completed as a 
fed era l standard road equal to  the t r a f f i c  i t  must c a rry . U nfortunately there i s  
no p rov ision  yet f o r  b u ild ing  highways as a  n a tio n a l e n te rp r is e ;  in stead  operations 
proceed under the fed era l laws whereby s ta te s  and counties are  a s s is te d  in  the 
financing by fe d e ra l a id , w ith the s ta te  and fed era l engineers d ire c tin g  a l l  federa l 
a id  work.

The s ta te s ,  however, are  now beginning to  adopt s ta te  highway laws and provide 
s ta te  funds and to take over from counties and road d i s t r i c t s  th e  construction  and 
maintenance of highways lik e  t h i s .  N ational leaders now believe th ere  w i l l  be 
rap id  readjustm ents whereby th e  fed era l road bureau and the various s ta te  highway 
commissions and engineers w il l  succeed in  bringing to th is  highway the necessary 
concentra tion  of funds and engineering a tte n tio n  to  hasten completion. T ra ff ic , 
i t  i s  expected, w ill flow f re e ly  from sea to  sea in  a year fo r  fo rces everywhere 
are at work bu ild ing  over the b a rrie r  sec tio n s or the engineers aFe busy with 
th e i r  p a tie n t labors hunting so lu tio n s to  b a fflin g  problems, hut the completed 
p ro jec t i s  a m atter of years of progressive  work.

Senators and and
congressmen 
of

a l l  helped to  bring about t h is  national 
recogn ition  and th e i r  work m ate ria lly  hastened decis io n s in the sev era l departments 
of th e  government.

In  1919 San Antonio was asked to  assume leadersh ip  in  e f fo r ts  to  weld the  p ro jec t 
in to  a n a tio n a l and unbroken highway. Under the d ire c tio n  of H arral B. Ayres, as 
Managing D irec to r, th is  work has a t  la s t  reached a s ta tu s  of na tio n a l d is t in c t io n .
Mr. Ayres has been in  Washington fo r  s ix  weeks. Senators, Congressmen, n a tio n a l 
o rgan izations, government department, cab inet o ff ic e rs  and o thers have cooperated 
to e ffe c t n a tio n a l and s ta te  coordination  of purpose. P r io r  to reaching Washington, 
Mr. Ayres, spent th ree  years throughout th e  te r r i to ry  paving the way fo r t h is  work 
a t the n a tio n a l c a p ita l .

The Old Spanish T ra il system embraces now 4000 m iles of tru n k lin e s . I t  not only 
reaches across the continent hut i t  includes tru n k lin es to border po in ts both fo r 
m ilita ry  and fo r to u r is t  use . A ll th is  m ileage, Mr. Ayres re p o rts , is  now rated  as 
of primary importance on the  maps being prepared fo r  the federa l highway system ex
cept possib ly  a hundred m iles which w ithout doubt w ill a lso  he made primary by the 
s ta te s  involved now th a t the n a tio n a l in te re s t  is  made c le a r . The War Department 
statem ent i s  r e a l ly  a  culm ination of a general and unanimous agreement among national 
leaders of the  n ecessity  fo r  invoking every in fluence to now promptly carry on 
construction  and to conform a l l  p lans to  the im portant charao ter of the p ro jec t. The 
s k i l l  iXSQGQSilXXHX w ith which men have worked a l l  these years to  make possib le  such a 
highway i s  w e ll proven by th is  n a tio n a l acceptance of the co rrec tn ess  of th e  trunk
l i n e  pi ms,  , f  i i —  ——

The f u l l  statem ents o f the War Department and of the congressional leaders 
follow .


