
EA RL D. SCOTT
J u d g e  At a s c o s a  C o u n t y  

JOURDANTON, TEXAS

J u ly  1 4 th ,  1 9 53 .

i ' r  H a r r a l  A y re s ,
G u n te r  H o te l ,
Gan A n to n io , T ex as.

My d e a r  Mr A y r e s :

I  h ave  re a d  y o u r l e t t e r  o f  th e  1 1 th  and  th e  f o l d e r  e n c lo s e d  
w ith  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was a  p l e a s u r e  to  h e a r  from  you 
and I  w i l l  be g la d  to  se e  you an y  tim e  you come t h i s  w ay.

I  f e a r  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  h e lp  I  can  g iv e  you p e r s o n a l l y  i n  y o u r  
w ork o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  I  have m anaged to  k e ep  so  t r e m e n d o u s ly  b u sy  
w ith  th e  d u t i e s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  th e s e  h e c t i c  t im e s  
t h a t  l i t t l e  tim e  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  me f o r  th o u g h t  o r  s tu d y  o f  th e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  
o f  o u r w e s te rn  c o u n tr y .  Y e t I  r e a d  D o b ie 's  book v /ith  g r ip p in g  i n t e r e s t ;  
th e  o c c a s io n a l  f i n d in g  o f  an  o ld  c o in ,  a n c i e n t  ox bows o r  p a r t s  o f  
th e  g r e a t  tw o -w h eeled  c a r t s  t h a t  c re a k e d  t h e i r  v/ay a lo n g  th e  o ld  t r a d e  
r o u t e s  th ro u g h  t h i s  c o u n try  av/aken in  my m ind a  f lo o d  o f  d e l i g h t f u l  
s p e c u la t i o n s ,  c o n te c tu r e s  -  ro m an ce .

G eorge H in d e s , who d ie d  some y e a r s  ago  in  P e a r s a l l  m ig h t have t o ld  
you a  good d e a l .  E l l i e  Newman, who d ie d  in  P o t e e t  a  few  y e a r s  ago  s p e n t  
a  c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  lo n g  l i f e  i n  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
o ld  t r a d e  r o u t e s  and in  d ig g in g  e x p e d i t io n s  a lo n g  th e m ,-  so m e tim es in  
s e a r c h  e#  o f  S p a n ish  D o u b lo o n s, so m etim es s e e k in g  th e  c ach e  o f  250 
ja c k r- lo a d s  o f  s i l v e r ;  a l a s !  he i s  d e a d . I  w ish  y o u  m ig h t have m et h im ; 
he  was d i s t i n c l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  an d  to  h i s  d y in g  d a y  h i s  f a i t h  and  e n th u 
s ia sm  n e v e r  v /av ered .

U ncle  Bob L a u d e rd a le ,  77 and  h a le  an d  h e a r t y ,  w i th  a  m a rv e lo u s  
memory l i v e s  a t  P le a s a n to n  r i g h t  on M ain S t r e e t ;  h e  c o u ld  t e l l  you  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  t h a t  w ould be o f  i n t e r e s t .  D ont f a i l  to  lo o k  him  up when 
you come t h i s  way; i t  w ould be a p l e a s u r e  to  h im  t o  m eet you  and  t e l l  
you o f  th e  o ld  d a y s .  Jo h n  R oss, an  a n c i e n t  b l a c k  man ( e ig h t y  some odd,
I  b e l i e v e )  a l s o  l i v e s  in  P l e a s a n to n .  He, to o ,  was q u i t e  a  " d ig g e r " ,  a n d , 
w h i le  h i s  d ream  o f  d ig g in g  r i c h e s  fro m  th e  s a n d s  o f  th e  o ld  t r a i l s  was 
n e v e r  ^ r e a l iz e d ,  I  am s u re  he c o u ld  t e l l  you  t h i n g s .  U n e le  Bob L a u d e rd a le  

can  p u t  you in  to u c h  w ith  h im . U ncle  B i l l y  Tom l i v e s  on h i s  r a n c h  
n e a r  C a m p b e llto n ; he t r a v e l e d  th e  o ld  t r a i l s  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  
h i s  y o u th  and when he s t a r t s  re m in e n c in g  th e  a n c i e n t  p a s t  l i v e s  a g a in ;  he  
i s  a b o u t  7 6 . Dave H in d e s , whit l i v e s  a t  H in d e s , i s  n o t  a  s p r in g  c h ic k e n  
by  a n y  m eans; h i s  memory o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  r e a c h e s  a  lo n g  way back  an d  
he  h a s  a  g o o d ly  s t o r e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  and  h i s t o r y  from  th e  o ld  t im e r s  lo n g  
a n t e d a t i n g  h i s  b i r t h .  H enry M a r t in ,  who l i v e s  a t  C h a r lo t t e ,  w as r e a r e d  
in  th e  c o u n try  West o f  H in d e s . He i s  an e d u c a te d  g e n tle m a n  and  c o u ld  
p u t  yo u  i n  to u c h  w ith  many o f  th e  o ld  t im e r s  " o u t  W e s t" , -  th e m s e lv e s  
now o ld ,  an d  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  p io n e e r  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  c a r r y in g  
i n  t h e i r  m em ories g o ld e n  n u g g e ts  o f  t r a d i t i o n  and  h i s t o r y  n o t  w r i t t e n  down 
i n  b o o k s .


