
San A ntonio, T exas, 
Earoh 4 th , 1923

Hr . H. B. Ayr e s ,
M obile, Al abama.

Dear H arra l:-

Am h e re w i th  e n c lo s in g  you o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r  from Mr. T. V. Orr 
o f  De Funiah S p r in g s .  "Te have made a  copy o f  t h i s  fo r  t h e  f i l e s  

as  I th o u g h t  p o s s ib ly  you might want to  h o ld  t h a t  one t e m p o r a r i l y .
Also e n c lo s in g  you copy o f  my r e p l y .

W ell ,  I w i l l  t e l l  you th e  bad news f i r s t .  The new bond a t t o r n e y  
in  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  d epartm en t succeed in g  Judge Dumas i s  an 
o ld  f r i e n d  o f  mine and was one o f  my d i r e c t o r s  when I was s e c r e t a r y  
o f  th e  Texas Good Roads A s s o c i a t i o n .  Ke t e l l s  me h i s  dep a r tm en t  i s  
a t  my s e r v ic e  any tim e day or n i g h t .  T his  i s  n o t  the  bad news, t h i s  
i s  th e  good news. Now comes th e  bad news. Ke says  he c a n ' t  approve 
th e  H idalgo County bonds. Now I have been su re  o f  t h i s  a l l  a lo n g .
I b e l i e v e  I t o l d  you t h a t  I  o f f e r e d  ray h e lp  to  th e  com m issioners  
c o u r t  and th e y  in  a  v e ry  n i c e ,  g e n t e e l ,  d ip lo m a t ic  way, asked  me to  
keep my hands o f f .  But I drew my own c o n c lu s io n  as  to  why th e y  
d i d n ' t  want any h e lp  when I found out a l i t t l e  more about th e  p ro ­
p o s i t i o n .  The scheme i s  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  bonding  company make a  t e s t  
case  out o f  Hidalgo County, c a r r y i n g  i t  t c  th e  Supreme Court i f  need  
b e ,  which w i l l  t i e  up H idalgo  County anywhere from two to  te n  y e a r s .
I am no t  i n c l i n e d  to  1 s t  th o s e  p o l i t i c i a n s  p u t  a n y th in g  over th o se  
good p eo p le  in  Hidalgo County and j u s t  a s  q u ick  a s  th e  bonding  de­
p a r tm en t  o f  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l  r e l e a s e s  h i s  o p in io n ,  which w i l l  
be w i th in  th e  nex t few days as  soon a s  he get t im e  to  w r i te  i t ,  th e n  
I  s h a l l  use  ny b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  ge t  th e  H idalgo  County p eo p le  to  p e r ­
suade th e  Commissioners Court to  o rd e r  d i s t r i c t  e l e c t i o n s ,  and in  
th e  event t h i s  c a n ' t  be done w i th o u t  a  law s u i t ,  I th in k  I  can s c a r e  
them in  to  i t  by s c o u t in g  th e  r o u t e  v i a  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  K in g s v i l l e  
and r i g h t  down th e  G ulf Coast l i n e  t h r u  Y /il iacy  C cunty to  H a r l in g e n .
The Highway Department w i l l  back us on t h i s  i f  we want to  pu t i t  over 
in  r e a l i t y .  The com m issioners  c o u r t  o f  Jim ’.Yells County h a s  r e f u s e d  
t o  take, any a c t i o n  on t h e i r  bond i s s u e .  They h a v e n ' t  p r e p a r e d  any 
b r i e f s  fo r  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l  y e t  and r e f u s e d  to  s ign  a  c o n t r a c t  
w ith  th e  Highway Department fo r  F e d e ra l  a id .  Judge P e rk in s  and some 
o f  th e  o th e r  c i t i z e n s  a r e  c o n te m p la t in g  d o in g  one o f  two t h i n g s .
T ry ing  to  fo r c e  th e  c o u r t  to  go ahead or b r i n g  out a  new t i c k e t  S r  
coun ty  judge and c o n m is s io n e r s .  They a re  a f r a i d  i f  th e y  t r y  i t  in  
t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  th e  m a t te r  w i l l  d ra g  a lo n g  fo r  a yea r  or two and th e y  
d o n ' t  l i k e  th e  id e a  o f  d e la y i n g  i t  u n t i l  th e  new c o u r t  can be  i n s t a l l e d  
Tanuary  1 s t .  I

I ex p ec ted  to  have had a  co n fe re n c e  w ith  them nex t week a s  my 
program was t o  go t b  th e  V alley  w i th  Commissioner Lambert, b u t  he 
h a s  been 3 ick  in  bed fo r  fou r  or f i v e  days and t h e  d o c to r  s a i d  t h i s  
mornigg t h e r e  w a sn ' t  a  chance fo r  him to  go n ex t  week. On accoun t 
o f  th e  , r a in  and f r e e z e  we were u n ab le  t o  go to  Houston t h i s  week 
and we moved th a t  up to  Monday l o t h .


