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J c t i l a s  (Ulitlr
J ln lln s , illsxns
July  6 ,1 9 1 7 .

S .A .le B la n c ,se c .,
Old Spanish T ra il A ssn .,
M obile,A la.

Dear S i r :
. .. F riehds o f  The Old Spanish T ra il w i l l  

undoubtably he g lad  to  hear th a t th e  rou te  has been d e s ig 
nated on i t s  e n t ir e  course through Texas fo r  S ta te  and 
F ederal a id . The r e e e n t ly  organized S ta te  Highway Department 
took  t h i s  a c t io n  th e  la s t  week in  June. This a c tio n  included  
th e  road from Orange to  Houston to  D a lla s  and from Shreveport 
to  D a lla s  and then  from t h i s  C ity  on to  El P aso. A° you 
know Texas g e ts  th e  la r g e s t  ap p rop ria tion  from the United  
S ta te s  under th e  good roads lav/ -  n ea r ly  $ 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . This 
and the many thousands o f d o lla r s  d erived  from th e  S ta te  
autom obile ta x  i s  go in g  to  be put on th e  roads o f Texas as 
f a s t  as th ey  can be b u i l t .

The D a lla s -  E l Paso s tr e tc h  was in  the f i r s t  
road d esign a ted  fo r  aid  by th e  Department and stands ITo.l 
in  th e  S ta te . There i s  probably no road in  th e  S ta te  which 
needs more a t t e n t io n  that, th e  El Paso ro u te . The sand i s  
so bad on t h i s  s t r e tc h  f ig h t  now,due to  continued drouths, 
th a t i t  i s  r e a l l y  wrong to  rou te  anyone th a t way. P.ecent 
t o u r i s t s  over t h i s  road have to ld  o f  detours fo r  some 
d is ta n c e s  in  order to  avoid the sand. Our fr ie n d s  are 
req u ested  to  t e l l  t r a v e le r s  to  detour when th ey  reach Sweet
w ater and go north  through P o st,T ah ok a ,P la in s and on thru  
Roswell,IT.M. to  El P aso. There i s  a good road south from 
R osw ell to  E l Paso.

Of cou rse th e  road through th e  Sabind bottom  
between Lake C harles and O r a n g e ,s t i l l  remains the bug-a-boo  
o f the T r a il in  t h i s  s e c t io n . We s t i l l  have d iscou rag in g  
rep o r ts  on t h i s  s e c t io n  and we are l iv in g  in  hopes of 
g e t t in g  a rep ort from th ere  some day th a t th ere  i s  a paved 
road throvigh th e  swamp and a bridge over th e  r iv e r .  Let us  
not hope in  v a in .

Going v/est out o f Orange th e  road i s  paved 
but s e v e r a l t o u r i s t s  r e c e n t ly  have to ld  us th a t th e  road 
i s  a l i t t l e  run down and has become rough in  sp o ts . We 
know,however th a t t h i s  w i l l  be g iv en  a t t e n t io n  and has 
probably been f ix e d  at t h i s  w r it in g . Of course t h i s  i s  a 
sp len d id  paved road in to  Houston.

From Houston north  th e  road i s  in  average 
good c o n d it io n  w ith  many m ile s  o f paved road. I t  i s  alv/ays 
t r a v e la b le  although  th e  go in g  between ITavasota and Bryan 
and through H i l l  County i s  bad a f t e r  a heavy r a in . H i l l  
County has promised to  do som ething and I b e lie v e  th a t


