
ar\d San E l iz a r io  ( E l  Paso V a lle y )  abo u t 1 6 8 3 ,. .  , „E1 Paso d e l  N o rte  ( J u a re z ) , 16 5 9 . , - 
Sante Fo' and o th e r  s e tt le m e n ts  n o r th w a rd , b e g in n in g  1 5 9 8 . . . . .T ucson  (San X a v ie r  d e l 
3ac M is s io n ) ,  1700..........San D iego de A lc a la ',  1769.

There were many o th e r  s e tt le m e n ts  in  t h i s  O ld S pan ish  T r a i l  c o u n try  and down in  
O ld M exico and now a c c e s s ib le  by a u to m o b ile . M is s io n s  and c o lo n ie s  w ore  extended 
ou t in t o  a l l  f i e ld s .  B o th  Franco and S p a in  p io n e e re d  in  O ld L o u is ia n a .

V I I

FRENCH AND SPANISH PLACE-NAMES. LANGUAGE AND CUSTOMS M ost o f  th e  r i v e r s  t h a t  a re 
c ro ssed  end many o th e r  g e o g ra p h ic a l p la c e s  c a r r y  S pan ish  names o r  S p a n ish  re n d e r in g  
o f  In d ia n  names e xcep t i n  O ld L o u is ia n a  (M o b ile ,  Alabama t o  L a fa y e t to , L o u is ia n a )  
where F rench  names p r e v a i l .  F re n ch  lan g u ag e , customs and a r c h i te c tu r e  g iv e  O ld 
L o u is ia n a  i t s  c o lo r f u l  to u c h e s . S p a n ish  lan g u ag e , customs and a r c h i te c tu r e  c lo th e  
o th e r  s e c tio n s  w i t h  charm . In  th e  O ld L o u is ia n a  s e c to r  F rench  and c re o le  c o ok in g  
i s  enjoyed.. A long  th e  w e s te rn  s e c to r  a re  th e  S pan ish -M ex ica n  re s ta u ra n ts  w i t h  th e ir -  
bane.les,, t o r t i l l a s ,  c h i l i  con c a rn e , e n c h ila d a s , f r i j o l e s  and o th e r  fo o d s . Old 
F rench  p e a s a n try  i s  s t i l l  seen in  O ld L o u is ia n a , and o ld  S pa n ish -M ex ica n  i n  th e  F a s t.

V I I I

THE EASTERN TRAIL A long  th e  G u lf o f  M exico  th e  s e tt le m e n ts  w ere  a t th e  G u lf  
h a rb o rs : th e n  o v e r la n d  t r a i l s  deve lo pe d  t o  connec t th o s e  s e tt le m e n ts . By 1718 an 
e a s te rn  t r a i l  (csm ino  r e a l  i n  S pan ish ) connected  S a in t  A u g u s t in e , P e n sa co la , M o b ile , 
B i lo x i  and New "O rleans,
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THE MIDLAND TR AIL Between New O rleans and San A n to n io  th e  modern h ighw ay is  
b u i l t  a c ro s s  Sou th  L o u is ia n a  and S ou th  Texas t h r u  New I b e r ia ,  Lake C h a r le s , Beaumont 
and H ouston b u t th e  o ld  t r a i l s  w ere  fa r t h e r  n o r th .  The F re n ch  e s ta b lis h e d  one o f  
t h e i r  o u tp o s ts  on th e  Red R iv e r  i n  n o r th w e s t L o u is ia n a , fo u n d in g  N a tc h ito c h e s  in  
1714. The S pan ish  had p r e v io u s ly ,  in  1690, e s ta b lis h e d  a m is s io n  among th e  Te'jas 
(T e xa s) In d ia n s  w e s t o f  N a tc h ito c h e s -—b u t abandoned i n  1693. In  1716 t h i s  m is s io n  
and f i v e  o th e rs  w ere  lo c a te d  th e re  t o  p r o te c t  S pan ish  t e r r i t o r i a l  c la im s  a g a in s t th e  
F re n ch ; one was w i t h in  15 m ile s  o f  th e  F re n ch  N a tc h ito c h e s  and th e re  in  1721 a 
p r e s id io  was a ls o  b u i l t  and t h a t  s e t t le m e n t ,  Los A d a e s ,is  now R o b e lin e , L o u is ia n a , 
The m id la n d  t r a i l  th e r e fo r e  deve loped  between"New—O rleans and San A n to n io  th r u  th e  
F rench  N a tc h ito c h e s  and t h i s  S pan ish  m is s io n  g rou p . In  Texas i t  became th e  n o ted  
O ld San A n to n io  Road,

K

THE WESTERN TRAILS In  M exico  and th e  W est, S pan ish  t r a i l s  (cam ino  r e a l— k in g ’ s 
h ighw ay) p ro g re s s e d  n o rth w a rd  fro m  M exico  C it y  as m is s io n s  and s e tt le m e n ts  were 
e s ta b l is h e d . . . . . t h e  one t h r u  e a s te rn  M exico  and San A n to n io  t o  Nacogdoches, Los Adaes 
and th e  o th e r  E a s t T exas . m is s io n s  and s e t t le m e n ts . ; a n o th e r t h r u  C e n tra l M exico 
and E l Paso d e l N o rte  t o  th e  S an ta  F e 'm is s io n s  and s e tt le m e n ts  in  New M e x ic o , . . . ,  
a n o th e r t h r u  w e s te rn  M exico  t o  th e  m is s io n s  and s e tt le m e n ts  o f  th e  N ogales and Tucson 
c o u n try  o f  s o u th e rn  A r iz o n a . From Tucson c o u n try  a t r a i l  fo l lo w e d  th e  G ila  R iv e r  
down t o  i t s  ju n c t io n  w it h  th e  C o lo rado  R iv e r  a t  th e  p re s e n t Yuma. A r iz o n a , and fro m  
th e r e  t o  San D iego , C a l i f o r n ia ,  and t o  th e  o th e r  C a l i f o r n ia  m is s io n s  and s e tt le m e n ts , 
A w e s te rn  t r a i l  deve lo pe d  e as tw a rd -w e s tw a rd  c o n n e c tin g  th e  s e tt le m e n ts  fro m  San 
A n to n io  t o  San D iego , A S pan ish  t r a i l  d eve loped  a lo n g  th e  P a c i f ic  C oast c o n n e c tin g  
th o s e  tw e n ty -o n e  m is s io n s  o f  C a l i f o r n ia .  O thers o f  th o s e  p r im i t i v e  h ighw ays came 
in t o  s e rv ic e  as s e tt le m e n ts  spread a b o u t; in  h is t o r y ,  th e  c a n in o  r e a l  o f  th e  re spe c­
t i v e  l o c a l i t i e s .

X I

THE MODERN HIGHWAY An o rg a n iz a t io n  t o  fo s te r  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  modern 
h ighw ay was fo rm ed a t  M o b ile ,  A labam a, in  1915. The n a t io n a l  h e a d q u a rte rs  was 
t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  San A n to n io , Texas, in  1919, In  1922 th e  W ash ing ton D e c la ra t io n s  
gave th e  p r o je c t  n a t io n a l  r e c o g n it io n  and im p o rta n c e . The new h ighw ay was d e d ic a te d  
a t S a in t A u g u s tin e , F lo r id a  in  1929 as a c o m p le te ly  opened t ra v e lw a y .  The monument 
and th e  th re e  d a y s ’ d e d ic a t io n  p a g e a n try  c o s t S a in t  A u g u s tin e  $ 16 ,00 0 . The S pan ish  
Government s e n t Don R a fa e l Casaros G i l  as re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  K ing  o f  S p a in . A 
m otorcade t o  th e  d e d ic a t io n  ce rem o n ies , lo d  by a la rg e  d e le g a t io n  fro m  San D iego , 
C a l i f o r n ia ,  c ro ssed  th e  c o n t in e n t  a v e ra g in g  271 m ile s  a day f o r  11 days , ke e p in g  t o  
sch e d u le  l i k e  a r a i l r o a d  t r a i n ,  th e re b y  e s ta b lis h in g  b e fo re  th e  w o r ld  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  
she g re a t c o n s t r u c t io n  w o rk  c o n n e c tin g  th e  tw o oceans ac ross  th o  b ig  r i v e r s  and bays 
in  th e  E a s t, and th e  p r in c e ly  c a t t le  ranches o f  T exas, and th e  m oun ta ins  o f  th e  West,

;-The d a te  commonly g iv e n  is  1718. In  1709 th e  San Pedro S p r in g s  vrerr. named■.
1715 fa m i l ie s  w ere  s e t t le d ;  in  1716 a m is s io n  was I c c a t n i ;  I:,. I '  13 t h -  v.'.r s ion :<\.- 

Alamo and a p r e s id io  w ere  e s ta b lis h e d  a .id c.V-.-: im p o rta n ce  o f  ib.e s e t t le m o r t  f !  iT'l.y


