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t r a f f i c  thru  Zapata for n ea r ly  a week when we g e t th ere . We were 
the p io n eers that worked out'way thru the mud and water g u lle y s  and 
d it c h e s ,  and every th in g  o f  the kind you can im agine.

We d id n 't  have a s in g le  "grouch" in  the hunch, even C olonel 
Jadwin who i s  p a st 60 was ju s t  as young as anybody in  the crowd, 
and always saw the b r ig h t s id e  o f  every mud h o le  and creek and 
a l l  other d isa p p o in tin g  and unpleasant th in g s . The e n t ir e  p arty  
were a ll  good sp orts and never u tte r e d  a grunt, "e were on the  
job from around 3:30 or seven in  the morning u n t i l  11:45 to one 
a t n ig h t , but they were a l l  t ic k le d  tc  death w ith th e  p r o p o s itio n  
and when we got to  Laredo even lo s h , the Federal D is t r ic t  E nginner, 
o ffe r e d  jog go back to  Zapata ana Starr C ounties w ith me, i f  I thought 
i t  was vrorth w h ile , and h e lp  me g e t the bond is s u e s  o fe r . Captain  
Fauntleroy and Judge McCrory al.se tendered th e ir  s e r v ic e s .

C olonel Jadwin was c a lle d  by w ire to  New O rleans on some 
o f f id a l  b u s in ess  in  con n ection  w ith  the M is s is s ip p i R iver over
flow  and he l e f t  Laredo Saturday n ig h t by tr a in .

As to th e  p u b l ic i t y ,  we sim ply got a b a rre l o f  i t .  The 
A sso c ia ted  P ress was carry in g  th e  s t u f f  and a l l  the p r e sse s  seem
ed to 'c o n s id e r  i t  one o f  th e  b ig g e s t  news s t o r ie s  g o in g .

The en c lo sed  i s  a copy o f  my rep ort th a t I arc making to  
the peop le a lon g  th e  rou te  and I b e l ie v e  th at i t  oovers p r a c t ic a l ly  
every th in g  I have l e f t  out in  t h i s  l e t t e r .  I exp ect tc  be back to  
the o f f i c e  by Saturday n ig h t or Monday a t the o u ts id e .

Your l e t t e r  o f  the 6th  lo c k s  mighty good from a f in a n c ia l  
sta n d p o in t. I hope you w i l l  be su c c e s s fu l in  g e t t in g  in  a l l  o f  
th ose  memberships you m ention.

I arc go ing  to tr y  to  get th e  B row n sv ille  d iv is io n  to  come 
in  w ith  th e ir  o ther 50$ and I b e lie v e  I w i l l  be f a i r ly  s u c c e s s fu l .

I am going  to  make my p la n s  to  s t a r t  th e  in sp e c tio n  o f  th e  
rou te  to the D avis Mountains in  about two weeks and I w i l l  fo llo w  
th a t up w ith  a membership campaign.

Very tr u ly  you rs.
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