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February 1, 1921 .

l lr .  Harral  B. Ayres ,  
Ban A n to n io ,  Texas.

Dear Llr. Ayres:

I am a t  l a s t  r e t u r n in g  your b lu e  p r i n t  o f  an e a r l y  
Texas map, and r e g r e t  to s a y  t h a t  I have been unable to l o c a t e  
the  author  or the e x a c t  date  i t  was made. I t  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  
to l o c a t e  i t  by..the towns, as most o f  the  towns on the map 
date  back v e ry  e a r l y .  As c l o s e l y  as I can approximate i t ,  i t  
must have ueen made between 1831 or 1832 and 1836.  I base t h i s  
on the  in fo r m a t io n  g i v e n  i n  the e n c lo s e d  e x t r a c t s  from v a r io u s  
u i s t o r i e s .  The town o f  l i b e r t y ,  which appears on your map, 
was c r e a t e d  aoout 1831, and Houston, which does not appear on 
^our map,and which came i p t o  a lm o st  immediate im portance ,  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1836.  I th in k  t h a t  the  map, which seams to be 
u n u s u a l ly  a c c u r a te  f o r  such an e a r l y  one, would c e r t a i n l y  have  
shown the  town o f  Houston, i f  i t  had been made as l a t e ,  as say ,  
1837 .  Of c o u r se ,  t h i s  i s  o n ly  a g u e s s ,  and I r e a l i z e  t h a t  j u s t  
l o c a t i n g  the  date between 1831 and 1836 i s  v e ry  i n d e f i n i t e ,  but  
i t  i s  th e  b e s t  I can do a t  p r e s e n t .  I may run a c r o s s  some data  
l a t e r  which w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  date  more a c c u r a t e ly ,  and I w i l l  
keep the m atter  i n  mind.

I have compared ,/our p r i n t  w i t h  a l l , o f  our o ld  maps and 
w it h  th o s e  i n  th e ju n iv e r s i ty  a r c h iv e s ,  out i t  does n o t  c o r r e s 
pond w ith  any ox them. I have a l s o  asked the  b e s t  h i s t o r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  h e r e ,  namely, Drs.  Barker and H am sdell,  about i t ,  
but th e y  were unaole  to  t e l l  me the  author-.or the  approximate  
date  o f  i t .

I am e n c lo s in g  a l i s t  o f  maps which show t h e j b l d  Ban 
Antonio  road ana the names o f  the  towns through w h ich ~ T t 'p a ssed .

I r e c e i v e d  the Old o p a n ish  T r a i l  M agazine, r ead  i t  through  
and en joyed  i t  v e ry  much, and th e n  p la c e d  i t  on the magazine  
s ta n d  i n  our L ib r a ry  f o r  the use o f  tne g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .

T r u s t in g  th a t  the  above in fer  n a t i o n  may be o f  some use to
^ou, I am

B in c e r a ly  yours ,


