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She tim e  -has come when a l l  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  O ld Spanish T r a i l  must a c t  

to  save i t  f r o  i d is a s te r .

I n  th re e  years t h i s  highway system  has hesn developed from  a mere 
dream w ith o u t  any s u b s ta n t ia l  s u p p o rt o r r e c o g n it io n ,  u n t i l  today i t  i s  
n a t io n a l l y  re c o g n is e d  as o f  f i r s t  im p o rtan ce , and embraces 4000 m ile s  in  
i t s  m ain and t r ib u ta r y  t r u n k l in e s .  I t  has c o s t th re e  years of t o i l  and 
s a c r i f i c e  by men who have g iven  u n s e l f is h ly  . ~ t  f i r s t  only- a l i t t l e  
v rcuv  o f  Gan .In to  lean  and V est Texans su s ta in e d  the  w o rk , w h ile  e lsewnere 
c io n *  the  ro u te  c la im e d  th e re  v.-erv v a r l y t > t h e r  highwa;. a s s o c ia t io n  
s e c u rin g  s u p p o r’; o f  th e  p e o p le , -  in  te n  or more s e c t io n s  wixs nig/Av/ay 
has been marked by o th e r  c la im a n ts . a il o th e r s e c tio n s  in d if fe re n c e  
p re v e n te d  s u p p o rt to  th e  CSf movement. . • • -
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i r c a i  p h y s ic a l d i f f i c u l t i e s  /many- a i - r t r ia ll s t i l l  o ra is i,  a loe  d iscouraged ; 
in te r e s t ,  and made the dream o f  a connected highway a c ro s s - th e  c o n t in e n t  °  
seem u n re a l.  C om m unities, and even s ta te s ,  s tood  f o r  p o l ic ie s  a r /  
in a u g u ra te d  c o n s tru c t io n  program s th a t  would have l e f t  the- :
T r a i l  as p ro je c te d ,  b roken  and d is c re d ite d .*  In  Texas'' th s  032 b
t r u n k l in e s  a rc  n a tu r a l s ta te  h ighw ays; in  s e v e ra l other, s ta te s  the  s ta te
In  t  CTO s t: I s  so rem ote 'Tim. ao t l  ve c o -o rd in a t io n  o :C lo c a l ,  i-n.Ay'SstrsAye.Aga a/xiA.
n a t io n a l fo rc e s  was ne cessa ry  to  e s ta b l is h  re c o g n it io n  ana a id  from  
the s ta te s .
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•«mJ g io w in g  T-:irr. 1?£1 because the Managing D ire c to r  gave a l l  h it. t in s  and 
r\:-3V/ b u t  „VoG CO f o r  s e rv ic e s ,  ....id m erchants in  San A n to n io  gave c r e d its  
when they c o u ld n 't  g iv e  cash ." In  the  f a l l  o f  1221 the  storm s were 
w eathe red, moneys began to  come in ,  accoun ts  were b e in g  reduced, and 1922 
■was a t  hand w ith  m e iibs rsh ip -re no w a ls  due and th e  p re s t ig e  o f  c le a n  conduct 
to  assu re  adequate income f o r  a l l  p ro p e r purposes., and f o r  those merchants 
and men whose g o o d -w il l  had saved th e  o r;;. le w  mem berships, to o , wore 
expected  in  c o n s id e ra b le  vo lum e, f e r  i.n c o n s ta n t e f f o r t s  to  u n i f y  in te r e s t  
from  the A t la n t ic  to  th e  V a e if ic  was h a v in g  i t s  e f f e c t ,  and su p p o rt was 
b ro a d e n in g . The m ark ing  in  Texas, exceed ing  a thousand m ile s , had been • 
.ceom p lished  in  the  m id s t o f  the  g e n e ra l depression., and le s s  tha n  ife is  

m lle S ’flft rem a ined to  rea ch  S t.  A ugustine* w ith "  imprb'ved c o n d it io n s  t g p u t i t  
eve r. One hundred and- two; ty : . 'r -  ' to ho ;»y rk&d in  vv;-;:as!--and
s . V.  s e c tio n s  needed im p ro v in g . b i . • was r ip e  f o r  aapssarid s e rv ic e  to  t r a v e le d  
.n& t h is  was p lanned  in  December 12x1 f o r  e a r ly  a t te n t io n  in  1222. The 

year 1922 p rom ised  easy and im p o rta n t p ro g re s s , and t h is  f a i t h  is  p roves L> <v.;. 
b y  th e  raemoersfclps signed t h is  ye a r, and the  moneys secured f o r  the 
t r a v e l- s e r v ic e  maps,
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he av ing  a l l  these a s s e t-v a lu e s  to  the  Ecu h n to n io  o f f ic e  f o r  c u r re n t  
ei.ponsas and f o r  t h 2 payr.ent o f  th  > s ta n d in g  aocou n ts , w ith  understand— gs 
th a t  nev; w ork  shou ld  s u p p ly  i t s  over. c o s ts , and a s h in g  no no n e js  f o r  h im ­
s e l f ,  th e  ‘ a iia g in g  d i r e c t o r  l e f t  January 2 , 1322 f o r  the  J e s t v/here 
c o n d it io n s  ire  h - je ^ liig  the p r o je c t  a "broke • d unrecogn ized  h ighw ay.
There was no o rg a n iz a t io n  in  the  f a s t ,  The e a s te rn  ro a d -b u ild in g
u.r  ; l L . . r  a re  ho.id, . S ta tu  highway maps were d o in g  _ r ._ ' 3 d f o r  td ;:-_
.Voder0!  hood un rea l1. w i th  s e c tio n s  o f  th<j Cdh. Jpa n iok  "h.. i"  t o t  in c lu d e d ,
00 e ls e  in c lu d e d  \ 1 th  secondary r a t in g .  fe d e ra l a id  v/as denied pn an ■
im p r i a n t _ so o f io n , " ; ;71 1! 1 ; '.  . f r  • , ■!,. .......>’ ' )

d-Oh.?.',■■■
In d if fe r e n c e  g re e te d  th e  Managing D ir e c to r  a t  f i r s t ,  then those peop le

r a l l i e d  \ ■",' f " ..arno;-. h io o s -. 1- la r c h  a r'e r '- '- l- ta  i : Goaf rone-; ' a
h e ld  a t  M o b ile 1, and ... g re a te r  one p lanned f o r  1225. The fa s  tv  "Sho** ’..as 
s u g p lS in g  f  raids fo r  a o n -  ..h " " • ... : w o rk , than :U s i n  h i  1
th e  fu n d s  f p r  th e  Managing D i r e c to r 's  w ork  a t  W ashington ..hero the  f i d  
Spanish T r a i l  was f i n a l l y  p la c e d  on a l l  s ta te  maps f o r  p r im a ry  a t te n t io n  
and as a p a r t  o f  the fe d e ra l s y a tea  and where the ..hr -S par'd  nl^ ops 
and th e  OST system were b ro u g h t in to  acco rd  and a s ta te m e n t issued  by the
. a ii D epartm ent th a t  t h is  highway a h  i  os uora. ■ .......................... -O',
a n a r t  o f  the  p la n s  f o r  n a t io n a l d e f .■■uiie — an3 .o.ere se n a to rs  ... .. oo .p.
men and o th e r  n a t io n a l  i« a f i<«•« •;o ine tl in  d e c la ra t io n s  a s - io r iin g '


