
B u r l in g to n  I lo to l  
a s M n g to n , D.C . 

June 5 , 1S2B

M r. R. 0 . R id d le ,
Chamber o f  Commerce,
J a c k s o n v i l le ,  P la

Pear M r. R id d le , -
Here i s  a w ord  o f  in t e r e s t  a b o u t th e  "Lone S ta r  H ig h w a y .”  The AAA. f i l e s  

show a map d a te d  January 1 , 1922 o f  t h i s  "H ighw ay" fro m  Chicago to  S t .  L o u is ,  to  
l i t t l e  R ock, to  Lake C h a rle s , t o  H ouston , t o  B ro w n s v i l le .  I  c a nn o t speak f o r  
t h i s  'H ig h w a y1 n o r th  o f  la k e  C h a r le s , h u t fro m  la k e  C h a rle s  to  B ro w n s v il le  i t  i s  
on o u r l in e s  and i n  o u r t e r r i t o r y ,  and i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i t  has no e x is te n c e , and 
no chance f o r  e x is te n c e . From H ouston to  B r o w n s v il le  i s  a s e c t io n  ’ h e re  th e  
OST and th e  Texas Highway Commission and th e  fe d e r a l  e n g in e e r have Been p la n n in g  
f o r  a  lo n g  w h i le  to  sco u t and la y  down a  h ig h w ay . The c o u n try  i s  so p r im i t i v e  
th a t  p la n n ed  t r i p s  3Lave a ga in  and a g a in  been postponed . '.Then th e  h ighw ay i s
d e c id e d  upon i n  t h a t  s e c t io n  i t  w i l l  he th r u  t h i s  o f i f i c i a l  c o o p e ra t io n , and  w i l l  
he b u i l t . .a s  a c a r e f u l l y  s e le c te d  t r u n k l in e  f o r  th e  OST a round  th e  G u lf  t o  M ex ico .

The .-.AA has sowhn t h i s  "H ighw ay”  on a map i t  i s  j u s t  is s u in g ,  e xcep t t h a t  i t  
has n o t  d u p l ic a te d  i t s  num bering  on th e  m ain  l i n e  o f  th e  O ld  S pan ish  T r a i l .

I  have t o ld  M r. K ld±±dge o f  th o  a c t i v i t i e s  and m ark ings  o f  th e  "Lone S ta r  
H ighway”  i n  s o u th e rn  A labama, s o u th e r  ; -G e o rg ia , and th o n  on th e  OST in  F lo r id a  
i n  an e f f o r t  to  g e t to  J a c k s o n v i l le .  Have a ls o  s ta te d  to  h im  th a t  I  am c e r ta in  
t h i s  ''H ighway”  has no c o n n e c tio n , o x  < ^ r fr~ T ^ b « aaag fcaon ,  a c ro s s  A labam a, M is s is s ip p i  
and L o u is ia n a  t o  connec t w i t h  th e  c la im e d  "H ighw ay" to  Lake C h a rle s . There  i s  
no t r u n k l in e  o f  im po rta n ce  p o s s ib le  a c ross  th a t  s e c t io n  o f  c o u n try .

.A p p a ren tly  t h i s  is  b u t a  r e p i t i t i o n  o f  a f a m i l i a r  p r a c t ic e  o f  g o t t in g  a "h ig h w a y  
shown on maps o f  some n a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  th e n  a tte m p tin g  to  c a p i t a l i z e  t h i s  
by o p e ra t in g  in  some d is t a n t  s e c t io n  w here  th e  r e a l  t r u t h  i s  n o t o a s i ly  known.
The " M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  S cen ic  H ighway" p ra c t ic e d  t h i s .  Rand M cITally C o ., show 
them on th e  OST l in e s  i n  West L o u is ia n a  t o  H ous ton , and fro m  M o b ile  to  Sou th  
F lo r id a .  The .LJL h e lp e d  to  s to p  t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s .  I  have asked M r. S ld r id g e  to  
w r i t e  to  yo u  and o b ta in  c o n f irm a t io n  o f  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  "Lone S ta r "  in  
y o u r  s e c t io n ,  f o r  b o th  M r. B ld r id g e  and th e  a AA a re  d e s iro u s  o f  d o in g  t h e i r  f u l l  
p a r t  to  keep t h i s  h ighw ay w o rk  on a sound b a s is .

You a re  to  be c o n g ra tu la te d  on y o u r  i n s i s t  and consequent r e fu s a l  to  g iv e  th e se  
'Lone S ta r "  p e o p le  re c o g n i t io n  in  J a c k s o n v i l le .

S in c e re ly ,

Managing D ir e c to r  O ld  S pan ish  T r a i l .


