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M r . H a r r a l  A y re s  
G u n te r H o te l A rcade

204 E .T ra v is  S t.  San A n to n io , Texas

My d e a r M r . A y re s ,
Y ou r l e t t e r  o f  December 8 th .  1931 and th e  one re c e iv e d  

r e c e n t ly  s u o u ld  have been answ ered lo n g  a g o ,b u t I  w a ite d  to  p re s e n t th e  l a s t  
l e t t e r  and th e  OST b o o k le t  and y o u r  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  to  th e  S t .A u g u s t in e  H is t o r 
i c a l  S o c ie ty ,b e fo r e  w r i t i n g  and th e y  a re  now in  th e  L ib r a r y  . The S o c ie ty  was 
mucn in te r e s te d  in  y o u r  l e t t e r  , ana w h a t I  s a id  a b o u t th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  th e  
h i s t o r y  you  had w r i t t e n .  We a l l  f e e l  you  d e se rve  to  be th a nke d  f o r  p la c in g  
S t.A u g u s t in e  in  i t s  p ro p e r  p la c e ,a n d  a t  p re s e n t I  nave no s u g g e s tio n s  to 
o f f e r  a b o u t y o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i c l e .  C ongress has , I  b e l ie v e , a p p ro p r ia te d  
money to  m ark the  p la c e  where Ponce de Leon f i r s t  la n d e d  and I  h e a r  th a t  
many p la c e s  a re  m ak ing  c la im s  to  be where he f i r s t  la n d e d ,a n d  now an array 
o f f i c e r  C o l.H .L .L a n d e rs  C h ie f  o f  th e  H is t o r i c a l  S e c t io n  o f  Tlf&rmy War C o lle g e  
has  been p u t  in  ch a rg e  o f  g o in g  o v e r a l l  th e  e v id e n ce  .C o l.L a n d e rs  can rea d  ± 
tn e  o ld  S pa n ish  and w i l l  I  f e e l  ^u re  g iv e  i t  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e ra t io n .T h e  L ib r a r y  
ox C ongress , a t  my s u g g e s tio n , secu re d  p h o to s ta t  c o p ie s  o f  many o ld  docum ents 
c o n c e rn in g  Ponce de Leon t h a t  I  have n o t  seen , ana p o s s ib ly  c o u ld  n o t  re a d  
so I  am v e ry  g la d  to  have C o l.L a n d e rs  c o n s id e r  tn e  w M le  q u e s t io n  , and hope 
ne w i l l  d e c id e  to  p la c e  th e  m a rk e r a t  S t .A u g u s t in e .H e  w i l l  c o n s id e r  th e  d a te  
1512 o r  1513 as w e l l ,a n d  I  gave h im  , in  my in te r v ie w  w i t h  h im  in  S t .A u g u s t in e  
th e  r e s u l t  o f  w h a t I  had fo u n d  in  my re s e a rc h e s ,a n d  s in c e  have s e n t h im  more 
p a r t i c u la r s  o f  th e  books to  c o n s u l t .  From an o ld  book p r in te d  in  London on 
tr ie  o ld  and new tim e  a b o u t I 7 I I ,  I  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  Pope d id  n o t  make th e  moon 
a;..te and c; le n d a r  a;;.te q u i te  a g re e  as he sn o u ld  have gone back to  th e  tim e  
o f  C aesar and d ropped  a b o u t fo u r te e n  o r  f i f t e e n  days in s te a d  o f  te n  w iiic h  
w e n t back  o n ly  to  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu r y .  A ls o  in  some o ld  E n g l is h  C h ro n ic le s  
p u b lis n e d  1543 ,1 5 6 8 ,1 5 7 7  I  fo u n d  t h a t  in  E n g la n d  in  1512 E a s te r  .a s  c e le b r a t 
ed on the moon dc(ge 1 'a rcn  27 , w n i le  on th e  c o n t in e n t  tn e  Pope, by an I t a l i a n  
h i s t o r y  p r in te d  1561 , c e le b ra te d  E a s te r  on A p r i l  11 ,1512  on w h ic h  day was 
fo u g h t  tr ie  b a t t l e  o f  Ravenna. S p a in ,b y  an o ld  book p r in te d  1519/began  tn e  ■ 
y e a r  w i t h  J a n u a ry .

Y o u r l e t t e r  a b o u t th e  m is s io n  n e a r D a r ie n  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t , b u t  I  am a f r a id  
t h a t  I  s n a i l  n o t  see i t  as i t  i s  so f a r  aw ay,and  I  am l i k e  o th e rs ,h a v e  l i t t l e  
money and no c a rs  a t  my d is p o s a l .  1 am n o t a lw a ys  a b le  to  t :  ke lo n g  t r i p s  
e i t h e r  on a c c o u n t o f  my age , b e in g  in  th e  l a s t  la p  o f  l i f e  and n o t v e ry  
s t r o n g .  I  n o te  by y o u r  b o o k le t  t h a t  th e  la rg e  m is s io n s  in  th e  ’.Test were 
b u i l t ° d u r in g  th e  E n g l is h  p e r io d  o f  F lo r id a  o r  s h o r t ly  b « fo re I7 6 3 .  In  1728 
tn e  o n ly  s to n e  m is s io n  in  F lo r id a  was th e  one a t  Nombre de D io s  n e a r S t.A u g 
u s t in e  and th e  la r g e  F ra n c is c a n  C onvent in  S t .A u g u s t in e  on S t .F ra n c is  S t .  
w h ic h  was th e  h e a d -q u a r te rs  o f  a l l  th e  m is s io n s .  You may be in te r e s te d  in  
an a r t i c l e  "Tne Sea " is la n d s "  in  H a rp e r 's  M agazine lTov.1878 V o l .L V I I  a t r i p  
f ro m  F o r t  George Is la n d  to  Beaux o r t .Y o u r  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  m is s io n  a t  D a r ie n  
docs  n o t  sound as tn o ug h  i t  w ere  S pa n ish  b u t  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  p e r io d  a f t e r  th e  
R e v o lu t io n a ry  W ar.The r u in  on th e  S t.M a ry ’ s R iv e r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  second Span i 
is h  p e r io d  , as f a r  as I  can see by tn e  r e c o rd s .  Even F o r t  P ic o la ta  was n o t 
b u i l t  in  s to n e  u n t i l  1755. The E n g l is h  had p la n ta t io n s  in  G e o rg ia  , and even 
on th e  S t .M a ry 's  R iv e r  and S t .J o h n 's  R iv e r  th e  E n g l is h  had p la n ta t io n s  in  
th e  second S pa n ish  o e i io d .  Ix  you  re a d " The Sea Is la n d s "  jo u  v / i l l  see th a t  
th e y  used the  ta b b y  f o r  neg ro  houses  a t  t h a t  t im e .


