
Can A ntonio, Texas 
February 1 s t ,  l';22

r . R. 3 . Ayres,
M obile, Alabama.

Dear Hr. Ayres: -

I hope you w il l  not consider our l e t t e r s  to  you are at variance  
..ith  one another ana th a t we are al' ays sp r in g in g  som ething.

Yesterday I was ta lk in g  to  a gentlem an, who is  an experienced  
magazine man, in regard to  the magazine for the Old Spanish T r a il .  
As~you are aware, we are need ing p u b lic ity  and you and I have d is ­
cussed t h i s  q u ite  o ften  as needing a man to  take care o f th e  pub­
l i c i t y  end o f th e  Old Spanish T r a il . Nov/, I have ran in to  a man 
who i s  ab le  to  finance h im se lf  provided we w i l l  turn over th e  
Magazine to  him.

I have had a ta lk  w ith Mr. Colp about i t  and he and I both  
are o f th e  op in ion  that i f  we can g e t th is  man to  carry our s t u f f  • 
we may be ab le  to  form some kind o f a com bination. However, we 
are both ju s t a l i t t l e  a fra id  we w i l l  want more money for carry­
ing the photographs and news item s than the Old Spanish T ra il i s  
able to  pay.

Of cou rse , you are w e ll aware o f  the fa c t th at when th e  pub­
l i c a t io n  o f  th e  Magazine was stopped l o t s  o f eop le  thought th at 
the Old Spanish T ra il was dead, and then  a fte r  we sta r ted  th e  
b u lle t in  i t  was q u ite  a come-down.

Now, I th ink we have a ^ ive  man on th e  s t r in g  who can handle  
t h is  m atter, and i f  t h i s  m atter m eets ./ith  your approval I w i l l  
ask i.ir. Colp to  jo in  me in  a conference with t h i s  gentlem an. He 
i s  a New Yorker and a man who has had lo t s  o f exp erience; knows 
the photograph game, as w e ll as th e  magazine game, from A to  Z.
He a lso  to ld  me th at he would make bond i f  n ec e ssa r y , guarantying  
p u b lic a tio n  o f the m agazine.

It  seems to  me th at the p u b lic a tio n  o f  t h i s  magazine would 
be a great h elp  to  us to  fo llo w  up your work in Alabama, L ouisiana  
and F lo r id a . Then, t o o ,  i t  would be a great a s s is ta n c e  to  Colp 
in  handling th ese  numerous bond is s u e s .  Our idea  o f  having him 
to  fu rn ish  photographs w ith  short s t o r ie s  in  regard to than as  
two or th ree  page a r t i c l e s  which nobody would have tim e to  rea_ .

However, the p o lic y  o f  th e  Magazine would have to  be thrashed  
out la t e r .  The main id ea  in w r itin g  t h i s  l a t t e r  i s  to  see  what 
you. th ink o f  the p ro p o s itio n  and then we w i l1 go a l i t t l e  b it  
further and see  i f  we can obtain  a p ro p o sitio n  whereby the m atter 
may be c r y s t a l l i z e d .

1 re ha.ve sunshine t h i s  morning and are hoping for b e tte r  weather 
for the g o l f  tournam ent. Mr. Baird i s  s t i l l  tr y in g  to  get some 
money, m eeting w ith  r e s is ta n c e  at every turn and very few adm issions.

v’ith  k in d est regard s, I am,

Very tr u ly  yours


