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th in k  o n ly  o f  San A n to n io  and G o lia d  i n  th e  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  d i r e c t i o n ;  
and  in  a sm a ll  and s t e r e o ty p e d  way a t  t h a t .  I  am com ing t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  L ared o  i s  an im p o r ta n t  cog in  th e  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  c e n t e r s  o f  
S p a n is h  S o u th  T ex a s .

The h ig h w ay  d e p a r tm e n t s h o u ld  be t h in k i n g ,  an d  a c t i n g ,  in  
b e h a l f  o f  th e  Caminao R eal San A n to n io  s o u th w a rd , b u t  n o t  down i n t o  
th e  b r u s h  and m e s q u ite  a t  P r e s i d i o  d e l R io  a s  th e y  a r e  now commanded. 
L ared o  s h o u ld  be t h in k in g  o f  t h i s .

I  am P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Old S n a n ish  T r a i l ,  F l o r i d a  to  C a l i 
f o r n i a ,  b u t  n o t  much o c c u p ie d  w ith  t h i s  nuw . I  h a v e , h o w ev er, g a t h e r 
ed  f o r  y e a r s  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  a c r o s s  th e  c o n t in e n t  fro m  S t .  A u g u s tin e  
t o  San D ie g o . I  have been d e c o r a te d  by th e  K ing o f  S p a in ; am 
Com endador o f  th e  R o y a l O rder o f  I s a b e l  l a  C a t o l i c a .  I t  hap p en s t h a t  
a t  t h a t  cerem ony th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  King e n jo in e d  upon me t o  
c o n tin u e  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  th e  o ld  S p a n ish  h i s t o r y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .
I f  I  am c o n s i s t e n t  t h i s  m eans n o t  a  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  O ld S p a n is h  T r a i l  
a lo n e  b u t  t h a t  g r e a t  Camino R e a l t h r u  T exas and down t o  M exico C i ty .  
T h is  in f o r m a t io n  i s  m e re ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  s id e  l i g h t  e x c e p t  i t  e m p h a s iz e s  
r e a s o n s  I  have  f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t  I  ta k e  in  t h i s  o ld  h i s t o r y ,  u n f o r 
t u n a t e l y  I  am n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  in d e p e n d e n t  an d  much h a s  moved s lo w ly  
I  w ould  have l i k e d  to  push  f a s t e r .

I f  we c an  e s t a b l i s h  th e  h i s t o r y  and  c o u rse  o f  t h i s  o ld  
t r a i l ,  and c an  p u b l i c i z e  i t s  h i s t o r i c  v a lu e s ,  i t  w i l l  h ave  im p o r ta n t  
r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  C e n te n n ia l  p l a n s .  And i t  w i l l  h e lp  g e t  a c r o s s  th e  
c o r r e c t  p e r s p e c t iv e  r e g a r d in g  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  o ld  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  
b y  th e  h ighw ay d e p a r tm e n t .  I  am n o t  su re  j u s t  w hat h i s t o r y  in fo rm a 
t i o n  may be fo u n d  in  L a re d o , I  am h o p in g  you may have some th o u g h ts  
and  s u g g e s t io n s  you can  w r i t e  w i th o u t  much t r o u b l e .  W hether th e r e  
i s  in f o r m a t io n  t h e r e  b e a r in g  on th e  t r a i l  to  San A n to n io , I  o f  c o u rse  
do n o t  know. We c an  c a r r y  th e  s tu d y  c l e a r l y  to  th e  j u n c t io n  s o u th  o f  
l o u r d a n to n ,  and  I  b e l i e v e  th e  o ld  t r a i l  was down th r u  w hat became 
F t .  E w e ll in  l a t e r  y e a r s .  I  t r u s t  you w i l l  f o r g i v e  so lo n g  a l e t t e r ,

S i n c e r e ly ,

IIARRAL AYERS

G u n te r  H o t e l .

NOTE: The map e n c lo s e d  i s  a  H ighway Map o f  T exas i s s u e d
b y  E . L . S te c k  C o .,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s , on w h ic h  M r. A y res h a s  m arked th e  
r o u t e  o f  th e  o ld  S p a n ish  T r a i l ,  show ing  i t  w i t h  a b ro k e n  l i n e  fro m  a 
p o i n t  w e s t o f  T i ld e n ,  p re su m a b ly  a o o u t  J o u r d a n to n ,  dorm to  L a re d o .
In  a  p e n c i l  n o te  on th e  m a rg in  o f  th e  map he a s k s ,  "#fhere £and  w h a t 
a b o u t)  C hacon S p r g s . and San Y g n ac io  S p g s .?  Y/here was Pa,so de 
J a c in t o ?  S o . o f  L aredo  how f a r ? ”


