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f i l l  th e  v a c a n c y . ^ a a e r o ,_ii i i f r - t i i#  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  D ecem ber, 1850 ,
r e a c h e d  oiU3u-J^iA«i-7;w 1 0 5 l , w here ho s p e n t  soma tim e  w i th  C o lo n e l 

-no:3Trlsri whom he c o n s u l te d  a s  to  th e  b e s t  mode o f  p ro c e e d in g  in  
h i s  new m is s io n .  I n s t e a d  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  o f f i c e  a t  ilaco g - 
d o c h e s , a s  P a d i l l a  has. d o ne , he p ro c e e d e d  to  L ib e r ty ,  on th e  
T r i n i t y  h i v e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  o f f i c e ,  c r e a te d  th e  m u n ic i p a l i ty  
o f  L ib e r t y ,  and  h e ld  an  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a lc a l d e  and  m embers o f  
th e  * j.yun tatiem to  o f  th e  m u n ic i p a l i t y .  H aving o r g a n iz e d  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t, he to o k  n e c e s s a r y  m e a su re s  to  have th e  l a n d s  o f
th e  s e t t l e r s  s u r v e y e d .........................— Jo h n so n , Texas :a n d  T exans, y .
I ,  p p . 6 7 - 8 . - -

The m u n ic i p a l i ty  o f  B r a z o r ia  was c r e a t e d  from  th e  s o u th e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  th e  m u n ic i p a l i ty  o f  A u s t in  by a c t  o f  i.lay 1 , 1852, 
w i th  th e  town o f  B r a z o r ia  a s  c a p i t a l .  Como o f  i t s  e x te n s iv e  
t e r r i t o r y  w ent to  th e  m u n ic ip a l i ty  o f  M a tag o rd a  in  1854 , and 
i n  th e  same y e a r  o th e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  th e  rem o v a l o f  
th e  c a p i t a l  to  C olum bia and a  ch an g e  o f  name to  m u n ic i p a l i t y  
o f  C o lum bia . The p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v ern m en t o f  1855 r e s t o r e d  th e  
o ld  name and c h a n g e r  th e  c a p i t a l  to  B r a z o r ia .  An a c t  o f  th e  
r e p u b l i c  on Doc. 20 , 1856 , f i x e d  th e  name B r a z o r ia  a s  th e  c o u n ty  
d e s i g n a t i o n .  The c o u n ty  l i m i t s  have b e e n - p r a c t i c a l l y  u nchanged  
s in c e  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  P o r t  Bend C oun ty  i n  D e c ., 1837 , a n a  o f  
G a lv e s to n  C ounty i n  Hay, 1 8 28 . The C o n g re ss  on Dec. 1 4 , 1837 , 
s e t t l e r  th e  c o u n ty - s e a t  c o n te s t  b e tw een  B r a z o r ia  and  C olum bia 
i n  .fa v o r  o f  th e  f o rm e r .  C o lum bia , V e la sco  and B r a z o r ia  w ere 
a l l  in c o r p o r a te d  a s  tow ns oy th e  c o n g re s s  o f  th e  r e p u b l i c  i n
1 8 5 7 .......... ...................................................

Of th e  t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  tow ns V e la sco  h a s  b e s t  h e ld  i t s  own 
th ro u g h  th e  c h a n g in g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  f o u r s c o r e  y e a r s .  I t  came 
i n t o  n o m in a l e x i s te n c e  w ith e  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  M exican 
p o r t  and cu sto m  h ouse  i n  18 3 1 ; i n  1832 i t  was th e  sc e n e  o f  
a  b a t t l o  w h ich  open ed  th e  war b e tw ee n  T exas and  M ex ico ; i t  was 
a  re n d e z v o u s  f o r  T exas t r o o p s  d u r in g  th e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and was
made a p o r t  o f  e n t r y  by th e  p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v e rn m e n t.......................
— Jo h n so n , T exas end T e x a n s ,"V . 2 , p . 6 4 8 . - -


