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I M a n y  S a n  A n t o n i a n s ]  
Freighted Treasure and 
Merchandise Over Teri i - ! 
ous Route Which Was Put | 
On Map at Heavy Cost in j 
Blood and Labor.
B y  R . T R A N K  BIX  H A LB.

T OM C 11K W NING . a  farm er.
p lo w in g  in h is  fie ld  n ear  B e n 

ton , M o., la s t w in ter , tu rn ed  up a 
few  old  S p an ish  go ld  and  s ilver  
co in s. F e v e r ish ly  d ig g in g , h e  soon  I 
u n ea r th ed  a f ortu n c  o f th e m — i 

.400, va lu ed  a t ab o u t $40 ,000 . A i 
rea l " en d in g  o f  th e  ra inbow " for  
"h ew n in g , b u t a ll th o se  rea d in g  j 
o f  th e  h a p p y  e v e n t w on d ered  how j 
th e  treasu re  h a p p en ed  to be in th at j 
p ar ticu la r  lo ca lity .

i  ISOS S p a in  exp er ien ced  the  
r liifiar . in  a se r ie s  o f  d isasters , 
w h en  N a p o leo n  d ep osed  th e  w e a k  j 
S p a n ish  m o n a rch  and  p laced  h is  
b ro th er  J o sep h  on th e  th ron e . T h e  j 
S p a n ish  co lo n y  of M exico  s y m 
p ath ized  w ith  the m o th er  cou n try  
and  se n t  h u g e  su m s  o f  go ld  and  
s ilv e r  to th e  royal fam ily , p art o f  
w h om  w ere  th en  in e x ile  in  I ta ly . 
B u t th e  c o a st  o f  M ex ico  w a s  
b lo ck a d ed  bv en em y  w a r sh ip s  and  
th ey  w e r e  co m p e lled  to  sen d  th is  
m o n ey  th r o u g h  th e  A m erica n  c o l
o n ie s  fo r  re s liip m e n t to  E u ro p e .

A cco rd in g ly , th r e e  p a ck  tra in s, 
la d en  w ith  a p p r o x im a te ly  $1 50,000. 
w ere  d isp a tch ed  in  J u ly , ISOS fo r  
.St. L o u is . L e a v in g  C h ih u h au a . 
th ey  c a m e  th ro u g h  San  A n to n io  to  
N a co g d o ch es , then  n o rth w a rd  to  
th e  T ra u n e ls  T ra il to C h erok ee  
C rossin g  and  th en  th ro u g h  about 
w h ere  L itt le  R o ck  n o w  sta n d s, to  
St. L ou is.

A fter  b e in g  on  th e  road  th ree  
w eek s a, r ev o lu tio n  b rok e  o u t in j 
M exico  and  a, d e ta ch m en t w a s pent j 
in  b r in g  the. trea su re  b ack . T w o j 
of th e  tra in s  w ere  o v er ta k en  and t 
retu rn ed , b u t th e  o th er , w ith  its  i 
SIP.non. w a s  lo s t  in C en tral M is- j 
sou ri and  n ev er  h eard  o f  a g a in , it 
w as d o u b tle ss  th i«  trea su re  th a t  
T om  C h ew n in g  fou n d .

T his, th o u g h , w a s n o t th e  b e g in 
n ing  o f th e  C h ih u a h u a  T rail. F or  
n ea rly  a  hu n d red  y e a r s  a  stro n g  
tra d e  had  flo u r ish ed  b e tw een  th e  
c it ie s  o f  M on terrey , C h ih u ah u a . 

/T a m a u lip a s . C oahtiila  and  th e  m ore  
n o r th ern  to w n s  o f San A n ton io , 
R e fu g io  and  L a  B a h ia . T h is  trade.
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a p o p u la io n  o f  a b o u t e ig h t  th o u 
san d . m o st o f w h om  w ere  en g a g ed  
in ra n ch in g , g ro w in g  c o tto n  and  

p r e v io u s  to  1S09, w a s  co n d u cted  b y  | s u s a r  ca n e. T ill th is  t im e  th e
m e a n s  o f  p a ck  a n im a ls , in th at  
y e a r , h o w ev er , th e  f ir s t  o f  th e  
M ex ica n  ca r ts  w a s  seen  in San A n 
to n io .

P r o sp e r o u s  T im es.
C h ih u a h u a  C ity , in  1700,

(co u n try  w a s  a v a s t  pra ir ie , the  
g ro w th  o f  a n y  k in d  o f tr e e s  w as  
p reven ted  by g rea t p ra ir ie  fires  
th a t  sw e p t over th e  co u n try  k illin g  
all y o u n g  sh ru b b ery . R a n ch in g  

g r e a t  p ro sp e r o u s  S p a n ish  s tr o n g - k e p t  th e  g ra ss  d ow n , p rev en tin g  
h o ld  in  N o r th e r n  M ex ico . L a r g e r ) f ir e s ,  and th e  m osq u ito  tree  cam e  
th a n  N e w  Y o rk , it c o n ta in e d  m ore  j in to  it s  ow n .
E u r o p e a n s  an d  A m e r ic a n s  th a n !  T rad e  had  been  carried  on  b e 
a n y  o th e r  c ity  in th e  co u n try . T h" j tw een  C hihuahua, an d  S n m a  F c  
g r e a t  m in e s  in th e  v ic in ity  w ere  In ; s in c e  a. very  e a r ly  d a te , an d  in th e  
fa b u lo u s  p ro d u ctio n . N u g g e ts  o f '  y ea r  o f  1S22 w a s o p en ed  to Jnde- 
gold  h ad  b een  fo u n d  w o r th  $25 ,000 . j p en d en cc . M o., o v er  th e  fa m o u s  
A t on e  t im e  m in ers  w e r e  p a id ! Santa  F e  T ra il. In o rd er  to  on- 
$2,000  for  a  d a y ’s  w o rk . A n  o rd i- c o u ra g e  trad e , an d  to  fin d  a  sh o r t-  
n a ry  h o rse  so ld  for  $10 ,000  and j ep tra il fr o m  C h ih u ah u a  to th e  
w a s g e n e r a lly  sh o d  w ith  s ilv e r  j fr o n tie r  on R ed R iv er , th e  M exican  
sh o es , (g o v e r n m e n t red u ced  d u tie s
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fu rn ish  an  esco r t o f  d ra g o o n s for  
tra d ers a tte m p tin g  th is  rou te .

T ra il B lazed  in  183ft 
D r. 7-T. C on n elly , an A m erican  

m erch a n t, an d  a. n u m b er  o f  M ex i
can Antonio, a t the time, had ‘ very low level and promised to cans of means, undertook this trip

and  le f t  C h ih u a h u a  on  A p ril 3, IG ra lc  a t  P resid io  D el N orte, 
1$.*>9, w ith  on e  h u n d red  m en , n o - jrophead  cro ss in g  on th e  upper  
com  pan led b y  50 d ra g o o n s. T h is  j P o r , nnd cu t  d ia g o n a lly  acro ss  
tra in  con sisted  o f  s ev en  w a g o n s
and carried  $300,000  in sp e c ie  and  
b ullion . T h ey  crossed  th e  R io  ^on 1

i to F o r t  T ow son — near  
joro, A rk., n ow  stan d s.

w here
T hey

retu rn ed , a fter  
to C h ih u ah u a.

W h ile  th is  ex p ed itio n  w a s n o t a  
f in a n c ia l su ccess , it  served  to  d i
vert tra in s from  th e  S an ta  F e  T rail 
to  th e  now  route so  th a t by th e  en d  
of 1S49 th e  g rea t C h ih u ah u a  T rail 
w as fir m ly  esta b lish ed  an d  p ou r
ing  its  e v er -in crea s in g  strea m  of 
m erch an d ise , go ld  and  s ilv er  across  
T exas.

T h is tra il d eve lop ed  into  
eq u a lly  used  rou tes: o n e  from  
h u ahua crossin g  the. R io  Gran

th e  sh o rter  w a y  
i by C astro v ille , U valde. F ort C lark  
I and San F e lip e  Springs. T h is  route
• crossed  D ev ils  R iv er  and  th e  P eco s  
‘ ju st a b o v e  th e  p resen t br id ge  o f  
I i lie  S ou th ern  P a c if ic — north , up  th e
w e s t  bank  and  jo ined  th e  old trail 

| a t  H orseh cad  C rossing. F r e ig h t-
• ers  u sed  th is  route ex c lu siv e ly  
j th ro u g h o u t th e  war, and  a fter  th a t  
I co n flic t  it d eve lop ed  in to  th at
• m igh ty  artery  o f  com m erce— the
• C h ih u ah u a  T rail.

M exican  ox -ca r ts  w ere  used for  
; fre ig h tin g  till John  M onie 
i duced  m u les  and  th e  
sch oon ers"  ju st b efore th e  war. 

j T h ese  w a g o n s w ere im ported by  
! Mr. Staaoke. w ho ran an im p le -  
I m ent and v eh ic le  store  on W est 
j C om m erce s tr e e t . T h ese prairie  
j sch o o n ers had w h e e ls  about s ig  
j fee t h igh in rear and f iv e  feet, in  
| front. T ires w ore o f  so lid  iron,
I five in ch es  w id e  and an inch  th ick , 
j T h eir  a x le s  w ere th ree  in ch es  in  
diam eter . T he bed w a s  2 1 f«ct  
l?ng. four and  a  h a lf  fee t  w ide and  

i f iv e  fee t h igh . A  h ea v y  ca n v .03 
j p assed  o v er  th e  top how s and fa s 
t e n e d  to  th e  side, m a k in g  it  w atev -  
j proof. W h en  p u lled  by 10 m u les

in . i-ou is, m o route lu u o v e a  m e  cm  ^an A n- j— m e a v era g e  tea m — a  w a g o n  cou ld
h au lto n io  R oad  to N acogdoches

In 1330, H en ry  S k illm a n  w as  
a w ard ed  a  co n tra ct fo r  th e  fir st  
San Antonio-121 P a so  m a il route.
T he f ir s t run on th is  ro u te  w as  
m ad e in  a C oncord  C oach  guard ed  
by IS m en  u n d er  B ig  F o o t  W a l
lace . D u e  to th e  fa c t  th a t  tra v e lin g  
w a s d on o o n ly  in  d a y tim e  a n d  w ith  
w ild  m u les , it took  ju st  th ir ty  days  
to  m ak e  th e  In itia l run o f G75 

tw o  I m iles . T h is  tim e  w a s  s te a d ily  cu t  
C hi- I dow n, and  b y  1RS7 th e  trip  to  S an !  

ndo at j F r a n c isc o  w a s  m a d e  in le ss  th an  a  !
P resid io , th rou gh  B oon W ater rnonth. A nd  to K1 P aso  in s ix  days. I 
H ole: H orsohoad C rossing  to th e  i P r a ir ie  S ch oon ers
h ead w aters o f th e C oncho R iver, j In  1S59 a  s ta g e  ro u te  w a s  p laced
T-lero th e  tra il sp lit, one branch  in operation  betw een San Antonio I im a^inod__ |}
tu rn in g  so u th  to San A nton io , w h ile  j an d  E a g le  P a ss , h u t w a s aban d on ed  - ' ‘ 1,1 e a
th e  o th er  con tin u ed  to F o r t T ow - In 1S61 w h en  th e  C ivil W ar c a n - j 
son  by w ay  o f the C opper M ines on ce lled  th e  m a il co n tra ct. B y  th is  i 
th e  B razos, th e  W aco v illa g e  a n d ) tim e  th e  n orth ern  route th rou gh

0 0 0  pou n d s o f  fre ig h t.
A s sta ted , th e  g rea t o x -carts  

w ere  th e  com m on  co n veyor  o f  
fr e ig h t  a lo n g  th e  tra il. T h ey  w ere  
h u ge, tw o -w h ee led  a ffa ir s , m ad e  
en tire ly  o f  w ood . N o t a  p artic le  o f  
m eta l w a s  u sed  in  th e ir  con stru c
tion . E v en  th e  sev en -fo o t  w h e e ls  
w ere  cu t from  th ree  p ieces  o f  f la t  
tim b er, an d  fasten ed  to g eth er  in a  
crude c irc le  by  w ooden  
b u ck sk in  thong

E a r ly -D a y  F re igh ters .
T h ese  carts  had a  ho le  cu t  in  

th e  cen ter  o f  th e  w h eel, th rou gh  
w h ich  passed the w ooden  axle . As 
no lu b rican t w as used, th e  s c receh -  

and y o w lin g  th ey  m ade can  
rds

use th a t can d escribe it. W h en

pins

son by
th e  B razos, th e  W aco v illa g e  a n d  J tim e  th e  n orth ern  route th r o u g h !  
to th e  n o rth ea st. T he San A n to - F o r t  C oncho w as p ra c tica lly  e l im i - ‘

c so g rea t th a t  th e axle be-, 
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