
s h o u ld  w o rk  o u t  th e  Tampa, to  Tampico p la n  a a i t  i s  d is c u s s e d  in  
th e  b o o k le t  h e re w ith ;  t h i s  f o r  th e  sake o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s is te n c y ,  
and because  i t  w ou ld  be a w o n d e r fu l h ighw ay p r o je c t .  Vte i n  Texas 
can d e l i v e r  o u r  p a r t .

New j u s t  a  w ord a3 to  w hat we c a l l  b a s ic  h ig h w a y s . T here  a re  
j  u s t  a c e r t a in  few  o f  th e s e  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .  The 08T i s
re c o g n is e d  as  one o f  th e m , b u t  i t  i s  a ls o  one o f  th e  m ost d i f f i 
c u l t  to  g e t  in t o  c o n s t r u c t io n  and one o f  th e  h igh w a ys  menaced 
much by i r r e s p o n s ib le  p ro m o t io n s .  M oat o f  th e  h ighw ays  (n o t 
m o s t, b u t  many) fro m  th e  n o r th  t r y  to  s e is e  on aone s e c t io n  o f
i t .  T h a t c o m p lic a te s  o u r  w o rk , in c re a s e s  expense o f  d a in is -  
t r a t i o n , and d e c re a se s  in co m e . So we have many p ro b le m s .
T o u t th e re  a re  in te re s te d ,  i n  th e  D ix ie  as a g re a t  h ig h w a y . T ha t 
i s  becom ing  a b a s ic  h ig h w a y . B u t w e s tw a rd  th e re  a re  o th e r  h ig h w a y
n o t  y e t  as w e l l  a d m in is te re d  as th e  D ix ie ,  b u t  each com ing  s o u th  
u n t i l  th e y  re a c h  th e  OST. E ve ry  im p o r ta n t  c i t y  w es tw a rd  i s  
f o s t e r in g  a b o u t two n o r th  and s o u th  h ig h w a y s , one as a fe e d e r  
from  th e  n o r th e a s t  and  one a s  a fe e d e r  fro m  th e  n o r th w e s t .  And 
th e  s ta te s  a re  c o m m it t in g  t h e i r  h ighw ay d e p a rtm e n ts  to  th e s e  
as m a jo r  h ig h w a y s . O fte n  th e y  a re  p u t  down f o r  p r im a ry  a t t e n t io n  
u n t i l  we show th a t  th e s e  h ig h w a ys  a re  o n ly  b l in d  a l le y s  u n t i l  
th e  OST i s  co m p le te d  to  ta k e  th e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  th e y  a t t r a c t  s o u th .  
The OST m ust become th e  r e s e r v o i r  f o r  *1 1  th e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  w i l l  
p o u r s o u th ,  a u d i t  m ust be b u i l t  h e a v ie r  th a n  th e s e  numerous 
fe e d e r  h iy h w a y s .

Sow th e  day i z  r a p id ly  a p p ro a c h in g  when F lo r id a ,  w i l l  os i n  
sha rp  c o m p e t i t io n  w i t h  a l l  th e  r e s t  o f  th e s e  s o u th e rn  b o rd e r la n d s .  
F lo r id a  w i l l  rea p  w i th  th e  r e s t  f o r  te n s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  c a rs  
w i l l  be i n  th e  S ou th  as soon as t h i s  h ighw ay o&n c a re  f o r  th e ® .
They w i l l  h i t  i t  a t  th e  n e a re s t  p o in t  and p la y  on i t  a l l  w in t e r .
I n  th e  West we a re  a lr e a d y  t a k in g  c a re  o f  in c r e a s in g  th o u s a n d s .
The h ig h w a ys  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  th e  OST, and o f  c o u rs e  n o r th  o f  i t  f o r  
none i s  p o s s ib le  s o u th ,  a re  o n ly  p a p e r a f f a i r s .  There i s  n e i t h e r  
c l im a t i c ,  s e n t im e n ta l o r  g e o g ra p h ic  re a s o n  f o r  th e e  and fe d e r a l  
e n g in e e rs  ao n o t  lo o k  k in d ly  an f e d e r a l  a id  to  them , e x c e p t in  
o c c a s io n ..1 l o c a l  l i n k s .  I t  i s  re c o g n is e d  Jkat fe d e r a l  a id  m ust 
be c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  OST f o r  a lo n g  w h i le  y e t  to  ke^p  pace 
w i th  t r a f f i c  der-andu. Te fo u g h t  t h i s  m o b ile  Bay p ro b le m  ,011 th a t  
b a a i3 .  The A labam ians  a t  th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  b ig  m e e tin g  
were s t i l l  a f r a id  o f  s t re s s in g ;  f e d e r a l  o r  n a t io n a l  im p o r ta n c e . The 
h ighw ay com m iss ion  was b l in d  to  i t .  Y e t th e  second day Jkey gave 
us  a d e c is io n  10 t c  2 on th e  p r i n c i p l e  n a t io n a l  im p o r ta n c e  and 
fe d e r a l  r e c o g n i t io n .  L e t t e r s  came fro m  W a sh in g to n .

I  am a lo n g  w h i le  c lo s in g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  arid i t  rea d s  r a th e r  
r a m b lin g .  P le a se  ac n o t  t h in k  I  have e v e r  t r i e d  to  "b e a t a b o u t
th e  b u s h ."  On th e  c o n t r a r y  t r y  to  g iv e  me c r e d i t  f o r  r e a l i s in g  
t h a t  we have  b ig  p ro b le m s , and t h a t  I  w a n t to  p lu n g e  in t o  th e n , 
b u t  t h a t  I  w an t to  go t h r u  w i t h  them when I  s t a r t  w ith  th e  
e a rn e s t  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  E a s t F lo r id ia n s .  I f  t h e  b ig  men in  
J a c k s o n v i l le  w i l l  g iv e  oe th e  same e a rn e s t  c o o p e ra t io n  I  re c e iv e d  
h e re  in  M o b ile  th e n  J a c k s o n v i l le  i s  txxe p la c e  f o r  th e  c o n fe re n c e .
I  f r a n k ly  b e l ie v e  wo s h o u ld  w ork th in g s  o u t  b e t t e r  i n  ja x  th a n  in  
th e . s m a lle r  to w n . I  m ust g e t  buo*; to  Texas f o r  a w h ile ,  th e n  
back  e a s t .  pe rhaps can gef. o v e r t o  J a x .
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