
THE WHITE BANKER OF COLUMBUS

Columbus c a r r ie d  w ith  h im  a p e rs o n a l banne r (4 ) w i th  th e  

ro y a J  b a n n e r. Men o f  h ig h  degree  w e re , f o r  many y e a rs  y e t ,  

to  d is p la y  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l c o lo r s ,  c o a ts -o f - a rm s , and a rm o r ia l 

t r a p p in g s .  R e p o rt has i t  t h a t  Queen I s a b e l la  p re s e n te d  to  

Columbus t h is  p e rs o n a l b a n n e r. The g reen  c ro s s  sym b o liz e s  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  g re e n  is  th e  c o lo r  o f  h o p e . W h ite  is  f o r  p u r 

i t y .  The g o ld  crow ns w ith  F and Y s y m b o liz e d  Fernando and 

Y s o b e l, th e  S pa n ish  s p e l l in g  o f  th e  names.

The r o y a l  banne r o f  S p a in  and th e  w h ite  banne r o f  Columbus 
th e y

w ere th e  f i r s t  f la g s /p la n te d  on A m erican  s o i l .  Colum bus, r i c h l  

d re sse d  in  s c a r le t  e m b ro id e r ie d  w i th  g o ld ,  a.nd. fo l lo w e d  by  h is  

f e l lo w  v o y a g e rs , s te> ped  on th e  new w o r ld  s o i l  th a t  epocha l 

day in  1492 w h ile  th e  a w e -s tru c k  n a t iv e s  gazed in  w onde r. In  

th e  p ro c e s s io n a l,  th e  C ross was f i r s t ,  th e n  th e  R oya l Banner 

and th e  Banner o f  Colum bus. Columbus d ropped to  h is  kn e e s ,

k is s e d  th e  e a r th  and .w ith  te a rs  o f  ,ioy gave th a n ks  to  God 

f o r  h is  s a fe  d e l iv e r y ,  and th e n  c e re m o n ia lly  p la n te d  th e  

C ross and to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  in  th e  name o f  h is  

K in g  and Queen.


