
DECLARATION REQUESTING W ?  THE NAME 0” THN OLD SPANISH TRAIL BE HOT 
DISTURBED ID TBXA3 BUT SUPPORTED AND COHTIHUED IN THE INTEREST 

OF SHE GREAT HIGHWAY KIOJECT RECOGNIZED AND ESTABLISHED.
FROM 3T. AUGUSTINS, FLORIDA TO SAN DINGO, CALIFORNIA.

* * * *

The people o f  Sonora and o f  Sutton County 'nave fo r  s i x  years Boon
a c t iv e ly  'jgfra-----ix  ■ h elp in g  develop  the Old Spanish T r a il from
Florida" to  C a lifo r n ia , In 1919 one hundrod und t h i r t y - f iv e  Dost Texans 
met a t  San Antonio w ith  d e le g a te s  from the E ast and th ese  Texans pledged  
th e ir  e f f o r t s  to  put a road a cro ss  CT,' '■■■<-'» Not even a good t r a i l
e x is te d  a t  th a t tim e, Sutton County voted  ''.300,000, In  th ose  s i x  
y e a r s , as the outcome o f  th a t  Son Antonio n o e tin g  and th e  subsequent 
e f f o r t s ,  we have seen  a l l  West Texas opened.

The Old Spanish T r a il has been under development as a n a tio n a l  
highway fo r  ten  years and as such has been recogn ized  by the s t a te s  
through w hich i t  p asses and by the U nited S ta te s  as the b a s ic  tru n k lin e  
o f the South c r o ss in g  the co n tin en t from S t . A ugustine, F lo r id a  to  San 
D iego , C a lifo r n ia ,

A recen t rep ort o f  the Old Spanish T r a il shows the fo llo w in g  ex 
te n s iv e  work th a t has been done* They have pub lished  40 ,000  s e r v ic e  
and gen era l maps; 10 ,000  fo u r -c o lo r  lith o g ra p h  w a ll maps; 30 ,000  m is
ce lla n eo u s  l e a f l e t s  and b o o k le ts ;  20 ,000 tr a v e lo g s  and now has a w ealth  
o f  m ater ia l ready fo r  a Texas T ravelog o f  20 ,000 c o p ie s ;  magazine and 
fea tu re  a r t i c l e s  have reached a c ii-c u la tio n  o f  over 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; over 
2000 m ilo s  o f  roads have been marked and new marking i s  neoessai*y; zero  
m ile sto n es  have been d ed ica ted  by p res id en ts  and governors; OST f i o ld  
men have tr a v e le d  over 50,000  m ile s  in  t h i s  work— - i n  the e a r ly  days they  
wallowed in  mud and mire working out cou rses o f  the highway a cro ss  the  
co n tin en t; now the women are organ iz in g  and b e a u tify in g  th e  highway and 
th ey  too  have made g rea t c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  the s e r v ic e .

I t  i s  reported  tho S ta te  Highway Commission has v o ted  or announced 
th a t tho s e c t io n  o f  t h i s  highway a cro ss  Texas should  he named th e  " J e ffe r 
son D avis Memorial Highway" thus aim ing a t  th e  d e s tr u c tio n  o f  ten  y ears  
work by Texas c i t i z e n s  und in v o lv in g  Texans in  bad f a i t h  w ith  s i s t e r  
s t a t e s .

T herefore we roquost the S ta te  Highway Commission to  p u b lic ly  de
c la r e  tho Old Spanish T r a il name a cro ss  Texas s h a l l  remain a s planned  
and th a t the Highway Department w i l l  con tinue coop eration  w ith  s i s t e r  
s t a t e s  to  b u ild  a n a t io n a lly  known tru n k lin e  over th is  route a cro ss the  
c o n tin e n t, and to  cooperate in  every p o s s ib le  way to  e s t a b l is h  tho Old 
Spanish T r a il a s a g rea t sou th om  tr u n k lin e , and to  re fu se  r e c o g n it io n  
to  any group or in t e r e s t  seek in g  to  fa s te n  o th er  names upon th e  highway 
and thus cause con fu sion  to  tr a v e le r s  and discouragem ent to  the men and 
women who have worked so lo n g  to  c r ea te  tho Old Spanish T ra il as tho con
n e c tin g  a r tery  between F lo r id a  and C a lifo r n ia .


