
L L H a r r i s .CHAIRMAN OFThC OOARO

N E W  YORK O FFIC E: 
112 W. 3E th STREET

H .H  O c h s .PRESIDENT C .C .W lTC H E LL,
SECY-TREAS

The WolFF & Marx Co.
DEPARTMENT STORE

Sxm (Jntonio, cjexctf>, 
S e p t. 7 th  1933.

M r. H. B. A y re s ,
Box 301 G u n te r  H o te l ,  
San A n to n io ,  V e x .,

D ear S i r :

We o f f e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  i n f o r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  
by th e  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  from  a  s e a r c h  of P r e b l e 's  H is to r y  o f 
the  F la g s  of th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  xiinerica, in  a  s e c t i o n  
headed "The S y m b o ls, S ta n d a rd s  and B a n n e rs  o f  A n c ie n t  
and m odern n a t i o n s " .
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On th e  a c c e s s io n  o f C h a r le s  V to  th e  Kingdom o f S p a in
h e  in t r o d u c e d  th e  B u rg u n d ia n  f l a g ,  th e  re d  r a g u le d _______-
s a l t i r e  on a  w h ite  g ro u n d , w h ich  w as to  some e x te n t  u sed  
f o r  250 y e a r s .  S h ip s  o f th e  A rm ada, i n  1588 , b o re  th e  
B u rg u n d ian  c r o s s .  I n  a  s e r i e s  o f m aps of th e  a c t i o n s ,  
p r e s e r v e d  in  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum, th e  S p a n ish  f l e e t  i s  
a s  d i s t i n c t l y  m arked by th e  re d  s a l t i r e  a s  th e  E n g l i s h  
by th e  red  c r o s s .
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I t  w as f u r t h e r  fo u n d  th a t  t h i s  f l a g ,  a s  d e s c r ib e d  by 
P r e b l e ,  a s  f l a g  4 3 8 , p ag e  342 o f  F la g s  o f th e  W o rld , 
p u b l is h e d  by th e  n a t i o n a l  G eo g rap h ic  M ag a z in e . I t  came 
o u t a s  t h e i r  O c t. 1917 num ber b u t  t h i s  number w as bound 
up and u n d o u b te d ly  can  be lo c a t e d  i n  a l l  P u b lic  L i b r a r i e s .
The f l a g  i s  a  w h i te  f l a g  w i th  a  red  rg g u le d  c r o s s  of th e  
S p a n ish  B ourbon  b u t  to  e ach  end o f th e  c r o s s  waz ad ded  a  
c o a t  of a rm s . T h is  f l a g  was c a r r i e d  by th e  S p a n ish  t r o o p s  
i n  th e  War o f  M ex ican  In d e p e n d e n c e , and one of th e  o r i g i n a l  
f l a g s  i s  among o th e r  r e l i c s  o f  t h a t  tim o i n  th e  museum ai 
M exico  C i ty .  U n d o u b te d ly , t h i s  i s  th e  f l a g  you a r e  
lo o k in g  f o r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  th e  f l a g  o f C h a r le s  V, 
j a e r io d ^1520-1540? The S p a n ish  f l a g  of 1 7 0 3 -1 8 2 4  when 
S p a in  c o n t r o l l e d  T exas i s  a  w h ite  f l a g  w i t h  a  d e s ig n ,  t h a t  
i s  c o a t  of a rm s , e t c . ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  on th e  s k e tc h  o f 
s ix  f l a g s  Remember theA lam o w hich  we have s e n t  y o u .
T h is  f l a g  i s  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  and d e s c r ib e d  i n  th e  F la g s  
of th e  'World a s  1 1 4 5 , among th e  f l a g s  o f th e  w o r ld ,  two hunired 
y e a r s  a g o . T h is  f l a g  i s  d e s c r ib e d  on p ag e  4 8 1 . The 
d e s c r i p t i o n  g iv e s  th e  d a te  o f  t h i s  f l a g  a s  a b o u t 1 7 0 0 , w h e rea s  
th e  o th e r  f l a g  was i n  1500 .
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