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R iv e r a t  Hew O rlean s  and B erw ick Bay a t  Morgan C i ty ,  L a . The southern , 

p eo p le  have f in a n c e d  and c o n s tru c te d  Beyond a l l  dreams o f a few y e a rs  ago .

In  1922 i t  v/as r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  v/as to  he B u il t  

t h e r e  w ould Be needed  $ 5 0 ,000 ,000  Between S t .  a u g u s t in e  and San a n to n io  

B efo re  i t  co u ld  Be d e c la re d  open . M oreover highways sou thw ard  to  th e  Old 

S p an ish  T r a i l  m ust a l s o  Be B u i l t .

In  1922 th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  v/as o f f i c i a l l y  condemned a s  im p o ss ib le , 

and lo c a l  peop le  lo o k in g  Back on g e n e ra t io n s  o f  slow  p ro g re s s  co u ld  n o t  

se e  t h e i r  way to  f in a n c e  such c o s t ly  c o n s t r u c t io n .  The highway d e p a r t 

m ents v/ere s o ld  on th e  p u b lic  v a lu e  of t h i s  s o u th e rn  tru n k  l i n e  and lo c a l  

peop le  w ere s o ld  on t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  do u n u su a l th in g s .

Today th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  i s  d e c la re d  By e x p e rie n c e d  t r a v e l e r s  th e  

B e s t and m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  a c ro s s  th e  c o n tin e n t .

F lo r id a  and C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  now connec ted  Y /ith good d r iv in g  and the  

peop le  a re  le a r n in g  th e y  can p la y  Back and f o r th .

A n o th e r $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w i l l  Be needed  f o r  im provem ents, ro ad  w iden ing

and B e t t e r  r o u te s  th ro u g h  c i t i e s  and tov/ns------ the  highway d ep a rtm en ts  a re

p ro ceed in g  s t e a d i l y  w ith  t h i s .

A w ork many B e lie v e d  c o u ld  n o t Be accom plished  in  20 y e a rs  has Been 

p u t over in  f i v e  y e a r s .  In  a d d i t io n  t r i b u t a r y  ro a d s  a re  opening  in  a l l  

d i r e c t i o n s .  lew  g u l f  c o a s t  r e s o r t s  a re  B u ild in g . Hew g u l f  p o r t s  a re  

opening and th e  o ld  ones B u ild in g  and g row ing . W in ter g a rd en  d i s t r i c t s  

a r e  sen d in g  t r u c k  and v e g e ta b le s  to  th e  f ro z e n  n o r th  t o t a l i n g  m i l l io n s  o f  

d o l l a r s  a n n u a lly .  O il and n a tu r a l  g a s , su lp h u r and s a l t  m in ing  a re  Be

coming g ia n t  i n d u s t r i e s .  Hew h o te ls  t o t a l  te n s  o f m i l l io n s ;  new c a p i t a l  

in v e s tm e n ts  exceed  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 --------and t h i s  c o u n try  i s  h a rd ly  to u ch ed  y e t .

The whole G u lf o f  Mexico co u n try  from Key West a round  to  Old Mexico


