
OF STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT
Governor Hardee today accepted j tvhen creating this law , when power 

the resignation o f lio n . J. D. Smith was given to the state road dcpnrt- 
of M arianna as member o f the state *mcnt  to construct roads by not ereat- 
road department, representing the i . 
th ird  congressional d is tr ic t of Florida.
The term fo r which Mr. Smith was
commissioned expires October 4th o f 
th is year.

S imultaneously w ith  the acceptance 
o f Mr. Smith's resignation, the gov
ernor announced tha t he w il l appoint 
Hon. AV. AT. Corry o f Quincy as his 
successor. Under the law  this 
appointment goes to the th ird  con
gressional d is tric t. Mr. Corry is a 
very popular and successful 'business 
man of this section and his appoint
ment w il l give general satisfaction.

Fo llow ing is Mr. Smith's le tte r of 
resignation:

Marianna, Fla.. Sept. 2Sth, 1022. 
Governor Cary A. Hardee,

Tallahassee, Fla.
Dear Governor Hardee:

As per form er notification mailed 
on several days ago that T intended 

to send my resignation in a few days 
T hereby tender said resignation as 
a member o f the state road depart
ment, representing the th ird  congres
sional d is tric t o f the state o f F lorida .

I  have intended to do this some 
time ago and have so stated and I  
believe I  should have done so, but 
from the fact tha t several sections 
interested in my te rr ito ry  as w ell as 
other parts of the state, have per
suaded me to defer this m atter. 
Then too I  did want to firs t see tha t 
west F lo rida  and the th ird  congres
sional d is tr ic t was assured o f bridges 
so travel could pass from the west 
to the east w ithou t the use o f fe r
ries : the la s t one o f these bridges, 
which is o f vast importance, not yet 
fin ite  being assured was Escambia 
bridge.

T had differed w ith  the road depart
ment from  the time tha t th is board 
was given the power to construct 
roads, concerning its  general way o f 
conducting the a ffa irs o f the depart
ment, especially in  methods adopted 
fo r appropria ting its  funds, as well 
as its  o ther various assets.

The legislature made a mistake

ing an act a t the same time govern

ing this ve ry point of d is trib u tin g  this 

money by some fa ir  system; we m ight 

say r  budget system, o r i f  not, the 
act should have stated how the state 
road department must d is tribute  these 
assets in congressional d is tric ts  o r in 
certain te rrito ries, we m ight say sim
ila r  to the laws governing the fed
eral aid appropriations. But as' th is j 
was not done the state road depart-j 
ment should have of its e lf enacted! 
a budget system of some k ind  that 
would have given to each section o r: 
certain roads practica lly  w hat i t  do-1 
serves. I  have always stated th a tj 
this department must get together on | 
some plans like  his before much real i 
satisfaction would come from our] 
labors.

I  have a le tte r tha t was w ritten  
by the Honorable Ed Scott before he 
le ft us, adm itting  that the board 
should have accepted this idea w h ic h ' 
I had suggested from  the very beg in-j 
n ing : that he saw the present sys-i 
tem was not going to lie satisfactory, j 

Other states are operating "under a j 
budget system which is g iving much j 
better satisfaction to the people th a n , 
we are g iv ing  under our present sys- i 
tem, which is rea lly  more or less o f, 
a grab game.

I  believe tha t the next legis lature  
w il l see its  form er mistakes and give 
us a better road law. T hope m y 
successor w il l prove a c red it to your 
adm in is tra tion .' T w il l  fu rthe r state 
th a t no one in  my te rrito ry  lias any 
knowledge o f this resignation going 
in to  the governor’s office.

Thanking you fo r the courtesies 
extended and the honor shown me 
and w ith  the very best wishes for 
the success of road bu ild ing  and for 
the success of your adm inistration,
I  am,

Very tru ly  yours.
J. D. SM ITH ,

Member of State Road Department, 
Th ird  Congressional D is tr ic t o Stab 
o f F lorida.

I D. SMITH RESIGNS AS MEMBER


