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Many'causes have delayed a report to you, bu t in  developing a transcontinental tru n k lin e  and an organi

zation equal to its  demands many d ifficu ltie s  are encountered.

A t  'Washington is a “ m orgue”  containing records of some 200 so-called national highways. H a rd ly  a 

h a lf dozen are recognized as liv ing , healthy organizations. The problems are th ree-fo ld :

1. W eaving together across the continent a road that a ll the states recognize, and w ill build , is a big 

undertaking. The L inco ln  H ighw ay today is broken and unrecognized across Utah.

2. Creating and m ain ta in ing  a healthy adm in is tra tion  over thousands of miles o f te rr ito ry  is d if f ic u lt  

and expensive.

3. The people encourage the promoter. The prom ote r can always p r in t  a map showing a “ h ighw ay.”

T H E  O LD S P A N IS H  T R A IL  H A S  N O W  W O N  IT S  B A T T L E  FO R  R E C O G N IT IO N  B Y  T H E  

S T A TE S  A N D  B Y  T H E  N A T IO N A L  A U T H O R IT IE S , A N D  IT S  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  IS  D E V E L O P IN G  

STR EN G TH . T H E  W O R K  O F E S T A B L IS H IN G  R E C O G N IT IO N  FO R  A N  U N B R O K E N  TR A N S C O N TI

N E N T A L  H IG H W A Y  IS  DO NE. NO W  T H E  P E R IO D  O F S E R V IC E  TO M E M B E R -C O M M U N IT IE S  IS  

ST A R T IN G .

January, 1922, the M anaging D irector went to eastern sections, leaving to a Texas manager the Texas 

work. In  the East construction in  some states had been abandoned due to the costly engineering problems 

because of the great bays and r ive r systems th a t em pty in to  the G ulf. Unless the East b u ilt  there was no O ld 

Spanish T ra il.

The situation was so serious he stayed East fo r  seven months. F o r six weeks he was in  Washington and 

that declaration by senators and congressmen that the H ighw ay was a national necessity was signed, and f in a l ly  

the W ar Departm ent signed a statement pronouncing th is  highway “ an essential element in  the plans fo r  

national defense and should be completed w ithout delay according to the best federal standards.”  La ter a-, 

w ar map was issued, signed by John J. Pershing, Chief o f S ta ff, ra tin g  the Old Spanish T ra il from  sea to sea a 

m ilita ry  necessity.

W hen that Washington work was finished, state h ighw ay departments increased th e ir  appropriations and 

hastened construction. Now the East is no longer a problem, but is going ahead w ith  big construction.
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