
MISSION SAN XAVIER DEL BAC NEAR TUCSON 
Mission Snn Xavier del Bnc, 9 mi. south of Tucson, appar­

ently founded 1G92 or 1700. The structure is one of the greatest 
of the missions; the date of erection is not known. It laid in 
ruins for GO years, now restored. An impressive picture out of 
tlie desert.

h ighw ay construction  are p roud  th a t the soul o f the 
crusaders is n o t dead.

T w o  illus tra tions , one fro m  C a lifo rn ia  and one fro m  
F lo rida , w il l show the enthusiasms o f the e arly  e ffo rts , 
and o f the p luck  w ith  wh ich  the groups fough t th e ir  
battles when they found  th a t enthusiasm  alone was 
n o t su ffic ien t.

One o f the f irs t  “ tr iu m p h s”  was celebrated in  F lo r i­
da w ith  bands and barbecue when $55,000 was gotten 
together fo r a v ita l b ridge. T h a t bridge, over the 
A palachicola R iv e r, was n o t opened u n til m any years 
la ter, and then the cost stood a t over $800,000. In  
passing le t me say th a t m any eastern bridges and 
causeways were “ financed”  e arly  fo r  sums th a t then 
seemed fabulous, and were com pleted five  to  seven 
years la ter a t costs th a t ran in to  m illions.

San D iego had those sand h ills  and the M o u n ta in  
Springs tra il.  W hen San D iegans carried  lu m b er to  
those sand h ills  and b u il t  th a t p lan k  road back in  the 
early  days they too were w e ld ing  enthusiasms and 
p luck in to  a s p ir it  th a t could  n o t be defeated. So also 
when they passed the h a t in  San D iego  to  b last a t ra il 
through gran ite  m ounta ins, and again to  help b u ild  
east o f Y um a, A rizona . T h e y  kep t the w ay open and 
held fast u n t il th e ir p r im itiv e  tra ils  were paved by 
sk illed  engineers and an open co rrid o r perm anently  
la id  to  San D iego ’s doors.

I t  was th is  crusading s p ir it  in  a h a lf o f the counties 
across the continen t th a t has now  opened th is  auto ­
m obile  a rte ry  along the tra ils  and th rough  the lands 
o f the Spanish crusaders o f past centuries.

M a y  I  say th a t C a lifo rn ia  leaders need now  to  
watch lest the leaders in  the E ast w ho have opened 
the new w o rld  around the G u lf o f M e x ico  and down


