
A N C IE N T  S P A N IS H  G A T E S  A T  S T . A U G U S T IN E

T h e  O ld  S p a n is h  G a te s  a t  S t . A u g u s t in e .  A r o u n d  th e  w a lls  
w a s  a  m o a t  f ille d  w i th  w a te r  a n d  a  h e d g e  o f  S p a n is h  b a y o n e t 
p la n ts .  A d e s c r ip t io n  in  1783 s a y s  e n t r a n c e  w a s  b y  a  d ra w 
b r id g e  o v e r  th e  m o a t a n d  t h r u  t h e  g a te .  T h e  s e n t r y  b o x e s  a re  
v is ib le  n t  th e  g a te .  N e a r  b y  is  o ld  F o r t  S a n  M a rc o s  ( F t .  M ario n  
n o w ) a n  in te r e s t i n g  e x a m p le  o f  m e d ie v a l c a s t l e  a m i f o r t ,  liv in g  
q u a r te r s ,  b a r r a c k s  a n d  d u n g e o n s .

, 1,1 th e  '  n i l f d  S t a te s  f ro m  a  p ic tu r e  1" “
r ™  , ;«"*■ T h is  is  n o w  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  S t.
T  s cI.m  , 1I»M1" r l " , I S o c ie ty  a n d  lio u seo  m a n y  a n c ie n t  re lit 

H h rn ry  „ r  „ id  S p a n ls l i  l i l s to r v  is  h o u s e d  in  a  »e»  
f ro m  a - l  ° " m  l*r J I ,<!r<»-. T h e  O ld e s t H o u s e  a p p a r e n t l y
to  la- rov  , S o c ic 'y  h is t o r ic a l  c o l le c t io n s  a r e  u  r a r e  I*!™"1 
ro m a n tl.. n o H r i8ve»k  ,,tr ^ f o r m a t i o n  o t t h a t  a n c ie n t ,  p e r i lo u s  « 
love  th e  ni.iov * J "  ‘ V » ,l r d c n  <«“ • “ W is h in g  W e ll ' a n d  th e re  
o ld e s t  se tH n lr f, h! ,°ry  In  1,lc  " o r l d ,  s t i l l  f in d s  r o m a n c e  » t tJJJ 
Jo u rn e y  o v e r* ii.n  H1. ? o CW c o u ,‘t r y .  A n d  w h e n  y o u  h in g
W e ll”  ,i f « i ,  1 ,e. ° . ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  y o u  w il l  f in d  th e  u  r

P o n c e 'W 'V e o n  °.f A u g u s t in e  Ik th e  F o u n t a in  o f  Youth tlu»t

c H e a rts  o f  m o r ta ls  t h r u  a l l  th e  a g e s .

The Descriptiue Log
T h is  in fo rm ation  is care fu lly  p repared . H otels, garages, cam ps 

and  service s ta tio n s  a re  selected w ith  the  purpose to bu ild  up 
good service. Houses th a t pay  th e ir  ra ted  su b scrip tio n s a re  
p r in ted  in black  face ty p e ; they  and  the m em bersh ip  m ake th is  
trav e lo g  service possible fo r you.

V illages and  ham lets a re  no t Included, as a rule. T hey a re  
num erous a long  the way, so also garages, service s ta tio n s  and  
cam ping  places. Many hotels fill early . New hotels a re  being 
co n tinua lly  b u ilt o r old ones rem odeled. Service im proves all 
the  tim e, for th is  is an  Im portan t travelw ay.

•In d ica te s  county  seats. Inf., In fo rm ation  H eadquarte rs .

FLORIDA—435 MILES

Road Conditions
A ll S t a te  a n d  F e d e ra l  s t a n d a r d  r o a d  a n d  a l l  b e in g  r a p id ly  

p a v e d . A t  p r e s e n t  m o s t  o f  th e  p a v e m e n t is  la id .
N o f e r r i e s .  M a in te n a n c e  Is g o o d , d e to u rs  d u r in g  p a v in g  c o n 

s t r u c t io n  w e ll m a in ta in e d .  T h e  F lo r i d a  s e c to r  is  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  
e x a m p le s  o f  h ig h w a y  c o n s tr u c t io n  on  th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l .

w c a u i  J iu  tu n
T h e  e a s te r n  c o a s ta l  s e c t io n , p a lm e t to  p la in s  a n d  p irn - la n d s . 

I b i s  so o n  g iv e s  w a y  to  r o l l in g  h i l l s ,  w ith  liv e  o a k  a n d  o th e r  
lin e  t r e e s .  E le v a t io n s  re a c h  2G2 f t .  a t  I)o F u n l a k  S p r in g s .  T h e re  
u re  r ic h  f a r m in g  s e c t io n s , t r u c k  r a is in g ,  p e c a n  a n d  s a t s u m a  
o r a n g e  o r c h a r d s ,  s h a d e  to b a c c o , d a i r y i n g  a n d  p o u l t r y .  T h e  l i t t l e  
c i t ie s  a r e  p a v e d , h a v e  n iec  p u b lic  b u i ld in g s ,  h o m e s  n n d  p a rk s ,  
o ld  t r e e s  s h a d e  th e  s t r e e ts .  A ro u n d  T a l la h a s s e e  m a n y  n o r t h 
e r n e r s  m a in ta in  lu r g e  e s ta t e s .  T h e  g u l f  s h o r e s ,  b a y s  a n d  w a t e r 
w a y s  a r e  s h a d e d  w ith  t r e e s  a n d  a re  v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e .  A c ro s s  
F l o r i d a  th e  d r in k in g  w a te r  Is v e ry  g o o d . In  th e  w e s te r n  p a r t  
p in c la n d s  a g a in  o c c u r  a n d  lu m b e r in g  h a s  b e e n  a  b a s ic  i n d u s t r y .  
N o w  h o m e s c e k c rs  a r c  f lo c k in g  in  a n d  f in d in g  th e  F lo r i d a  O ld 
S p a n is h  T r a i l  t e r r i t o r y  g o o d .

Old History
S a n  A g u s t ln  w n s  s e t t le d  in  15G5, th e  o ld e s t  c i t y  in  th e  U n ite d  

S t a te s .  P o n c e  d e  L eo n  d is c o v e re d  a n d  n a m e d  F lo r i d a  in  1512. 
T h e  D e  N a r v a e z  e x p e d it io n  la n d e d  a t  T a m p a  B a y  in  1528 a n d  
De S o to  in  1539, n n d  b o th  f o u g h t  t h e i r  w a y  a ro u n d  w e s tw a r d  
in  O ld  S p a n is h  T r u l l  t e r r i t o r y  to  th e  T u lla liu s s e e  c o u n t r y  w h e re  
De N a rv a e z  t u r n e d  s o u th  to  e sc a p e  b y  se a  a n d  D e S o to  tu r n e d  
n o r th  a n d  w a n d e re d  t h r u  tlie  s o u th  a n d  w e s t .  D e S o to ’s  b o d y  
w a s  b u r ie d  in  tlic  M is s is s ip p i  E lv e r ,  D o N a rv a e z  w a s  lo s t  in  
th e  G u lf  o f  M ex ico . C a b ez a  d c  V ac a . D e N a rv a e z ’ t r e a s u r e r  a n d  
th r e e  o th e r s ,  w ere  th e  o n ly  s u r v iv o r s  to  r e a c h  M ex ico  a n d  th e i r  
s to r y  Is to ld  u n d e r  “ T h e  E l  P a s o  V a lle y .”  R a g g e d  s u r v iv o r s  
o f  th e  Do S o to  e x p e d it io n  y o u rs  la t e r  e s c a p e d  d o w n  th e  M is s is 
s ip p i  R iv e r  a n d  to  M ex ico .

T h e r e  n r e  r e c o rd s  o f  38 m is s io n s  e s ta b l i s h e d  o u t  o f  S t .  A u 
g u s t in e .  w e s tw a r d  to  T a l la h a s s e e  a n d  u p  in to  G e o rg ia .  T h e y  w e re  
p r o b a b ly  o f  w ood  fo r  no  r u in s  n re  k n o w n  e x c e p t  so m e  o f  o y s te r  
s h e l l  c em e n t n o r th  o f  B r u n s w ic k , G a . I>e L u n a  la n d e d  n t  P e n -  
sn c o lu  B a y  in  1559 w ith  th e  la r g e s t  e x p e d it i o n  o f  th e m  a l l ,  b u t  
I n d ia n  e n m i ty  so o n  d ro v e  h im  b u c k  to  V era  C ru z . 'W h ile  th e  
S p a n ia r d s  w e re  e x p lo r in g  th e  F l o r i d a s  o th e r  r e m a r k a b le  e x 
p e d it io n s  w ere  m o v in g  n o r th w a r d  f ro m  M e x ico  in to  T e x a s . N ew  
M e x ico , A riz o n a  a n d  C a lifo rn ia .  S a n ta  F e  b e c a m e  th e  s e c o n d  o ld 
e s t  c i ty  in  th e  U. S „  w h ile  o th e r s  la y  c la im  to  e x is te n c e  b a c k  
in  th e  d im  p ast.*  W h e n  th e  th i r te e n  s ta te s  w e re  f i g h t in g  f o r  
in d e p e n d e n c e  S p a in  c o n tro l le d  a n  e m p ire  s o u th  a n il w e s t ,  a n d  
w a s  b u i ld i n g  th e  C a lif o r n ia  m is s io n s . F lo r id a  w a s  S p a n is h  u n t i l  
1821, e x c e p t fo r  a n  E n g l i s h  p e r io d  17G3-1783; S p a in  s o ld  O ld  
L o u is ia n a  lm c k  to  F r a n c e  in  1800; F r a n c e  so ld  to  th e  U. S. in  
1803; T e x a s  in d e p e n d e n c e  w a s  w o n  In  183G a n d  t h a t  t e r r i t o r y  
w a s  a n n e x e d  l»y th e  IT. S. In  1815. T h e  M e x ica n  W a r  w a s  18IG- 
17. T h e  N ew  M e x le o -A rlz o n a -S o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  
r e d e d  to  th e  IT. S. b y  M e x ico  In  1818. T h e  G a d s d e n  P u r c h a s e  o f  
p a r t  o f  s o u th e r n  N ow  M ex ico  a n d  A riz o n a  w a s  in  1853.

T h e  fiv e  g r e n t  c e n te r s  o f  m is s io n  a n d  c o lo n iz a t io n  e f f o r t  o f  
th e  S p a n ia r d s  n re  a lo n g  th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l—S t . A u g u s t in e . 
F l a . ,  S a n  A n to n io . T e x .,  E l  P a s o — S a n ta  F e , T u c s o n — N o g a le s ,  

A rlz ., S a n  I j Ic to  n n d  th e  C a lif o r n ia  c o a s t .  T h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  
o f  to d a y  Is r* *n»ead  b in d in g  to g e th e r  f o r  a l l  t im e  th e  o ld  S p a n is h  
h is t o r y  n n d  le g e n d  o f  th r e e  a n d  fo u r  c e n tu r ie s  p a s t .  I n  th e se  
la n d s  t h e  p a d re s  s o u g h t  r ic h e s  to  la y  u p  In h e a v e n  n n d  th e  
e o n q u is ta d o re s  s o u g h t  r ic h e s  fo r  p e r s o n a l  g lo r y  n n d  o f te n  
fo u n d  d is a s t e r  f o r  t h e i r  v a in  h u t  r o m a n t ic  s e a r c h .  N o w  n n e w  
r a c e  is  f in d in g  r ic h e s  in  th e  c ru c ib le s  o f  i n d u s t r y .
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