
TRIBUTE TO SOUTHERN PEOPLE,
CONSTRUCTION OLD SPANISH TRAIL A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT,

T rib u te  i s  p a id  th e  so u th e rn  peop le  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s t ru c t iv e  a c h ie v e 

m ents by H a r ra l  A y res , th e  Managing D ir e c to r  o f th e  Old S pan ish  T r a i l ,  

These p e o p le , Mr. A yres sa y s , have conquered  a t  u n p a r a l le l e d  c o s t  

g r e a t  r i v e r s  and bays and b la c k  la n d  s o i l s  in  th e  E a s t ,  and d e s e r t s ,  

m o u n ta in s and v a s t  ran ch  co u n try  i n  th e  '.Test, They have spanned th e  

c o n tin e n t  w ith  an au tom ob ile  t r u n k  l i n e  unm atched f o r  i n t e r e s t  and com fo rt. 

The t o t a l  e x p e n d itu re  now i s  $70 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f w hich $50 ,000 ,000  have been 

r a i s e d  and sp e n t th e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s .

E a r ly  in  A ugust a b r id g e  w i l l  be d e d ic a te d  a t  P aso ag o u la , M iss, com

p le t in g  a 3 -m i, c ro s s in g  o f  th e  r i v e r  th e r e .  I t  i s  th e  f i n a l  ev en t o f  a 

s e r i e s  o f  g r e a t  c e le b ra t io n s  th e  p a s t  te n  y e a rs  ivhick have h e ra ld e d  th e  

open ing  o f th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  a c ro s s  i t s  b a r r i e r s .  The P ascagou la  

e v e n t i s  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  in  th e  $ 50 ,000 ,000  c o n s t ru c t io n  program inaugu

r a t e d  in  1922,

More th a n  t h i s ,  61$ o f th e  e a s te rn  s e c t io n  is  now paved and th e  

peo p le  a re  p ro ceed in g  so f a s t  w ith  t h e i r  paving program soon a rib b o n  o f 

pavement w i l l  re a c h  from San A ntonio  to  S t, A ugustine  and a l l  F lo r id a ,  and 

by a f e e d e r  t r u n k  l i n e  to  W ashington and  th e  N o rth .

I t  i s  an  ach ievem ent in  ro a d  and b rid g e  b u ild in g  w ith o u t p a r a l l e l  on 

th e  A m erican c o n t in e n t ,  he d e c la re s .

In  1922, he s a y s , th e re  were n o t even connected  ro ad s  a s  th e  Old 

S p an ish  T r a i l  ro u te  was l a i d  down. The co u n try  was r i c h  in  n a tu r a l  r e 

so u rc e s  b u t dorm ant. The c i t i e s  had l i t t l e  or no highway c o n n e c tio n s  w ith  

th e  o u ts id e  w o rld .

In  1922 th e re  were 80 m i. o f f e r r ia g e  in  wot p e r io d s . T teo -th ird s o f

th e  d ra in ag e  w a te rs  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  flow  to  th e  G ulf o f  Mexico a c ro s s  

th e  OST o o u n try . The on ly  w aterw ays n o t  now b rid g e d  a re  th e  M is s i s s ip p i


