
CO-OPERATION IN HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION

•'FEDERAL AID FOR STATES AND STATE AID FOR COUNTIES WILL SECURE 
i  ADEQUATE SYSTEMS FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE .

/ .  -  - -----—— — — — o —— — — ~ — —

By Win. F. Cocke,
S ta te  Road Commissioner o f F lo r id a .

Mr. P re s id e n t , Ladies and Gentlemen:

The su b ject o f  "C o-operation o f C ounties in  Bridge B uilding"  

has been a ss ign ed  me for  t h i s  o cca sio n , but in  view  of the p resen t 

n a tio n a l c r i s i s  I w i l l  go beyond th i s  l i m i t ,  i f  you w i l l  perm it me, 

and I w i l l  attem pt to  p o in t out why, a t t h i s  time in  p a r t ic u la r , com

p u lsory  co -o p era tio n  i s  ju s t  as im portant in  highway and bridge con

s t r u c t io n  and maintenance as compulsory m ilita r y  tr a in in g  and se r v ic e .

A ll must reco g n ize  that in  a time l ik e  the p resen t in d iv id u 

a l i t y  m ust, to  a large  e x te n t , be s e t  a s id e  and be rep laced  by a firm  

co -o r d in a tio n  o f a l l  a v a ila b le  fo r c e s .

Carrying out t h i s  p r in c ip le ,  the S ta te  must be su b serv ien t  

to  the co n tro l of th e  N a tion a l Government, and the county , in  tu rn , 

must be su b serv ien t to the co n tro l o f the S ta te .

At t h is  tim e a l l  p r iv a te  and lo c a l  in t e r e s t s  must be l o s t  

s ig h t  o f ,  and such I n t e r e s t s  must be merged in to  the common in t e r e s t ,

w elfare  and defen se  o f the S ta te  and N ation .
MILITARY FUNCTION OF ROADS 

In t h is  con n ection  I w i l l  read the fo llo w in g  e x tr a c t  from

the lea d in g  e d it o r ia l  in  "Good Roads" magazine o f  May lk ,  1G17, under 

the ca p tio n ," S ea co a st ahd Border Highways fo r  M ilita ry  Purposes:"

"More than once during the p ast few years a t te n t io n  has been 

c a lle d  in  th ese  columns to  the m ilita r y  fu n ctio n  o f  road s. A few weeks 

ago i t  was poin ted  out also th a t  the highways were im portant in  war fo r  

other than s t r i c t l y  m ilita r y  purposes -  th a t  no sm all part o f th e  in 

creased  production  and b e tte r  d is tr ib u t io n  o f food s t u f f s  would depend 

upon the e x is te n c e  o f  adequate road f a c i l i t i e s .
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