
Juno 1, 1922

Mr. H arrell B, A yres, 
ELKS CLUB,
W ashington, D. C,

My dear Ayres;

Your telegram  to  me was patented  to the Chamber 
of Commerce a t i t s  f i r s t  m eeting, but owing to the absence of 
sev era l members, i t  did not occur u n t i l  e a r ly  th i s  week.

The Chamber decided  to  make an e f f o r t  to  r a is e  
th e  $1500.00, and appointed a Committee, o f  which I am Chairman,, 
to  d ev ise  a p la n . I reg re t th a t th i s  a c tio n  was taken by the  
p r e s id e n t, as my p h y sica l co n d itio n  i s  such now th a t I can not 
take on another ounce o f work. I am s e r io u s ly  contem plating  
renouncing a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  and going away fo r  one or two weeks 
in  an e f fo r t  to  r e lie v e  the exahusted p h ysica l co n d itio n  I 
f e e l  m yself in .  I have been having a rather strenuous term o f  
Court, and t h i s ,  coupled w ith  th e  resp o n sib le  d u tie s  in c id en t  
to  th e  management o f  S su f le y  Beach, and a rough and tumble fig h t  
over the road program which I s ta r te d , in  an e f fo r t  to get d e f i 
n it e  a c tio n  on th e  b r id g e , has put me in to  a co n d itio n  bordering  
on nervous p r o s tr a t io n .

I s h a l l  not be ab le  to g ive the m atter o f seek
ing membership in  the Old Spanish T ra il any a tte n t io n  fo r  two 
or th ree  weeks to  come, and u n le s s  I can fin e  someone e ls e  to 
take t h i s  r e s p o n s ib il i t y ,  i t  w i l l  have to  w a it .

X am s lo w ly  g e tt in g  th e  road s i tu a t io n  here in  hand 
again , loo k in g  to  th e  d e f in it e  a llo tm ent o f $159 ,000 ,00  to  b egin  
immediate work on the b rid ge, and I f e e l  th at th is  should be my 
co n tr ib u tio n  towards road measures for  the immediate fu tu re .

I f  you could only come back here and take a c t iv e  
co n tro l o f the work, I know i t  would go ahead, but I f e e l  c e r ta in  
I can not drop anj^thing th a t 1 am engaged in  now.

I tr u s t  th a t  yo'u w i l l  meet w ith  su ccess  in  Washington 
and s h a ll be very glad to  hear from ycu , w ith  su g g estio n s  a f f e c t 
ing the s i tu a t io n  here.

Very tr u ly  yours,
/ /
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