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H a rra l  A yres

E la b o ra te  Jew el W ill 
Be P re sen te d  

A pril 29

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, April 22 
—Harral Ayres, ten years leader 
of the Old Spanish Trail develop
ment, has received distinguished 
honor from the King of Spain. The 
Decoration of the Royal Order 
of Isabel la Catolica, with title of 
Knight Commander, has been con
ferred and on April 29 at a recep
tion by San Antonio people the 
ceremonies of presentation will be 
held with Spanish Consul Pablo de 
Ubarri officiating.

The jewel of the Order is a 
double-sideed Spanish sunburst 
two inches in diameter, suspended I 
from a laurel wreath. On one side 
the name of the Order; on the 
other side, “La Lealtad Acrisola- 
da,” expressive. of loyalty and 
merit. ' There are three titles in 
the Order—“Knight of the Great 
Cross,” and “Knight Commander,” 
and “Knights.”

When Harral Ayres accepted the 
Old Spanish Trail leadership in 
1919 there was no travelable route! 
across the Southern Borderlands.' 
Automobiles found round about 
courses through mud, cattle ranch
es and deserts, and numerous 
long and undependable ferries. The 
Spaniards in the old days extend
ed their princely explorations, mis
sions and colonies from Florida to 
California with such difficulty that 
their centuries of effort have gone 
into history as a heroic age.

Today the Old Spanish Trail is 
one of the noted highways of the 
United States; the,pioneer history 
of the Spaniards, most ancient on 
the continent, is attracting the peo
ple; Spanish architecture and at
mosphere are being revived.

Progress reports indicate pave
ment will, in another two or three 
years, be complete on this highway 
from St. Augustine, Florida, to 
San Diego, Cal.

When the monument was dedi
cated a t St. Augustine, April, 
1929, the Spanish Crown was rep
resented by Senor Don Rafael 
Casares Gil. On that occasion a 
motorcade started from California’ 
carrying an eminent delegation of 
San Diegans, joined by delegates 
from other states; they traveled 
from San Diego to St. Augustine,

' 2,750 miles, in 11 days, keeping to 
a schedule like a railroad train.

Harral Ayres, managing direc
tor of tile Old Spanish Trail, is 
decorated by the King of Spain ns 
a Knight Commander in the Royal 
Order of Isabel la Catolica in rec
ognition of his long service in de
veloping that highway from St. 
Augustine to San Diego. At a  re
ception in San Antonio, Texas, 
April 29, the decoration will be 
presented by Senor P. de Ubarri, 
Consul of Spain for Texas and New 
Mexico.
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— H a r r a l  A yres, 10 y e a rs  le a d e r  o f 
t h e  O ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  d e p a r tm e n t ,  
h a s  rece iv ed  d is tin g u is h e d  h o n o r  
f ro m  th e  k in g  o f  S pain . T ire  con- 
d e c o ra tio n  o f  t h e  R o y a l O rd e r  of 
I s a b e l l a  C a to lica , w ith  t i t l e  o f 
k n ig h t  c o m m a n d e r , h a s  b e e n  co n 
f e r r e d  a n d  o n  A p ril 29 a t  a  re c e p 
t io n  b y  S a n  A n to n io  peo p le  th e  
c e re m o n ie s  o f  p re s e n ta t io n  w ill be 
h e ld  w ith  S p a n is h  C o n su l P a b lo  de 
U b a r r i  o ff ic ia tin g .

T h e  jew e l o f t h e  o rd e r  is  a  
d o ub le -s ized  S p a n is h  s u n b u r s t  tw o 
in c h e s  i n  d ia m e te r ,  su sp e n d e d  fro m  
a  la u r e l  w re a th .  O n  o n e  s id e  th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  o rd e r , o n  th e  o th e r  
s id e  “L a  L e a l ta d  A c riso la d a ,” e x 
p re ss iv e  o f  lo y a lty  a n d  m e r it .  T h e re  
a r e  th r e e  o th e r  t i t le s  in  t h e  o rd e r  
— " K n ig h t  o f  th e  g r e a t  c ro ss” a n d  
" k n ig h t  c o m m a n d e r"  a n d  " k n ig h ts .”

W h e n  H a r r a l  A y res  a c c e p te d  th e  
O ld  S p a n is h  T ra i l  le a d e rs h ip  in  
1919 th e r e  w as  n o  tra v e la b le  ro u te  
a c ro s s  t h e  s o u th e r n  b o rd e rlan d s . 
A u to m o b ile s  fo u n d  ro u n d  a b o u t 
c o u rse s  th ro u g h  m u d , c a t t l e  ra n c h e s  
a n d  d e se r ts , a n d  o n  n u m e ro u s  lo n g  
a n d  u n d e p e n d a b le  fe rr ie s . T h e  
S p a n ia rd s  in  t h e  o ld  d a y s  e x te n d e d  
th e i r  p r in c e ly  ex p lo ra tio n s , m issio n s 
a n d  co lo n ie s  f ro m  F lo r id a  to  C a li
fo r n ia  w ith  s u c h  d if f ic u l ty  th e i r  
c e n tu r ie s  o f  e f f o r t  h a v e  g o n e  in to  
h i s to r y  a s  a  h e ro ic  age .

T o d a y  th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  Is 
o n e  o f  th e  n o te d  h ig h w a y s  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s ,  t h e  p io n e e r  h is to ry  
o f  t h e  S p a la rd s , m o s t a n c ie n t  o n  
t h e  c o n t in e n t ,  is  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  
p e o p le ; S p a n is h  a r c h i te c tu r e  a n d  
a tm o s p h e re  a r e  b e in g  rev iv ed .

P ro g re s s  re p o r ts  in d ic a te  p a v e 
m e n t  w ill, In  a n o th e r  tw o  to  th r e e  
y e a rs , b e  co m p le te  o n  th i s  h ig h w a y  
f r o m  S t.  A u g u s tin e , F la .,  to  S a n  
D iego , C a l.

W h e n  th e  m o n u m e n t  w as  d e d i
c a te d  a t  S t.  A u g u s tin e , A p ril, 1929, 
t h e  S p a n is h  c ro w n  w a s  r e p re s e n te d  
b y  S e n o r  D o n  R a fa e l  C a s a re s  O il. 
O n  t h a t  o c c a s io n  a  m o to rc a d e  s t a r t 
e d  f ro m  C a lifo rn ia  c a r ry in g  a n  e m i
n e n t  d e le g a tio n  o f  S a n  D leg o an s, 
jo in e d  b y  d e le g a te s  f ro m  o th e r  
s ta t e s ;  th e y  tr a v e le d  f ro m  S a n  
D iego  to  S t. A u g u s tin e , 2750 m iles  
I n  11 d a y s , k e e p in g  to  a  sc h e d u le  
l ik e  a  r a i l r o a d  t r a in .  y
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