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I t  i s  q u i t e  p r o p e r  t h a t  San A n to n ia n s  w i th  c r i t i c a l  m inds 
f o r  h i s t o r y  and  w i th  h ig h  i d e a l s  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d  sh o u ld  w ork t o g e t h e r  
f o r  t h e  common p u rp o s e  o f  p r o d u c in g  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  n a r r a t i v e  o f  e v e n ts  
f ro m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t im e s .  San A n to n io  and i t s  v i c i n i t y  h ave  h e re  th e  
g o ld e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i l lu m e  many p a g e s  w i th  th e  n o b le  d e e d s  o f  th e  
f o r e r u n n e r s  i n  t h e  m is s io n  e r a .  The h e ro is m  and th e  c h iv a l r y  o f  
T e x a n s  h a v e  a  p e r p e t u a l  m em o ria l in  th e  Alamo, th e  c r a d l e  o f  l i b e r t y  
a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e ;  and f i n a l l y  th e  r e f i n i n g  i n f lu e n c e s  o f  m odem  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  h av e  h a d  t h e i r  cham pions and t h e i r  l e a d e r s  whose nam es 
s h o u ld  be  i n s c r i b e d  i n  th e  r e c o r d s  o f  fam e , so  t h a t  th e  r i s i n g  
g e n e r a t i o n s  may h o n o r  and r e v e r e  them  in  a  becom ing  m anner a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e i r  w o r th .

By a l l  m eans g e t  S t .  M a ry 's  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  w ork . They 
h a v e  m any c a p a b le  men who s h o u ld  be e n c o u ra g e d  to  p u r s u e  s p e c i a l  

\y  s t u d i e s ,  and  I  know t h a t  th e y  w i l l  a c h ie v e  s p l e n d id  r e s u l t s .  The 
f i e l d  i s . s o  v a s t  t h a t  i t  m ust be c u l t i v a t e d  by th o s e  who have  th e  
p o w e r t o  l a b o r  f o r  t h i s  common go o d .

I f  I  m ig h t be p e r m i t t e d  t o  re a d  y o u r  c o m m e n ta rie s  on th e  
e x p e d i t i o n s  i n to  T e x a s , I  w ould  be v e r y  much p l e a s e d .  I  w i l l  th e n  
be  a b le  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  you a  m eans o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .

One more th o u g h t :  I  h av e  n o t i f i e d  you o f  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  
t h e  C om m ission  a s  a  c o r re s p o n d in g  m em ber. I n  a n s w e r in g , p l e a s e  g iv e  
t h a t  m a t t e r  s e p a r a t e  a t t e n t i o n ,  a s  y o u r  r e p ly  w i l l  fo rm  p a r t  o f  th e  
m in u te s  a t  th e  n e x t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  C om m ission .

I  know t h a t  I  h ave  n o t  a n sw ered  a l l  t h e  m a t t e r s  c o n ta in e d  
 ̂ i n  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  b u t  I  w i l l  l e a v e  th e  r e s t  u n t i l  I  m eet you  a g a in .  I  

a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  much y o u r  i n t e r e s t  and  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  p u rp o se  i n  t h i s  
c h o se n  f i e l d .  I  a s s u r e  you t h a t  yo u  a re  a s s i s t i n g  th e  C om m ission by 
y o u r  c r i t i c a l  w ork .
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